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THE 


AUTHOR 


TO THE 


Far Si oXs 


Sa|LO QUENCE being 
cae efteem’d a bright 
| Orzament to All, 
wee the following Cha- 
vacders of divers Illuftrious 
Orators, (the moft remarka- 





 blein Hisrory,ancient or 


A 3 mo- 


| 


The PREFACE. 
modern) ’tis prefum’d, will 
be no Unacceptable Prefent 


to Generous Sperits, fach as 


i may reafonably take the 


_ Courteous Readers to be. 
~ Neither do I believe *twill 


be any Diminution of the 
Virtue, Innocence, Juftice, 
and Magnanimity of thefe 
Heroines, that they are 
made te {peak fo undaunted- 
ly, eloquently, and without 
Lrepidity, by the Exquifite 
Pen of one of the moft inge- 
nious French Academicks, the 
Groundwork of thefe Pane- 


gysical Orations being foun- 
ded upon the beft and moft 


au- 


The Pree hee 
authentick Hiftories of the 
Times wherein they liv’d. 


~ Not that I would perfwade 
_the fair Readers to imitate 
the Homicide of the Chafte 


- Lucretia, or that Mirrour of 


a Wife, ‘Porcta ; or, like Ar- 
tema, build ftately Monu- 
ments for their dear Mau/o- 
leus’s, on purpofe to entomb 
themfelves therein ; but ra- 


_ ther to copy after the Exam- 


ple of the couragious and 
- beautiful Marzamne, 1n her 
~ defence of herfelf againft her 


bloody Husband Herod, of 


whom the Hiftorian fays, 


Twas better be Herod’s Slave 
than 


‘The PREFACE. 
than his Son, or his Wife e- 
ther. I may add, That the 
Noble Advice Zenobia gave 
her Daughtersmay merit imi- 
tation ; and *twould be well 
aif Ladies would inftil fuch 
Generous ‘Principles into their 
hopeful, tender Offspring : 
This wou’d make ’em wear 
with Honour and Reputa- 
tion the Nobulzty of their Birth, 
make ’em for ever fhine like 
Stars of the firft magnitude 
in their Generation, and pre- 
voke others, of znfersr Birth, 
to an Emulation of their Vir- 


ues. 


Bur 


The PREFACE. 

But why do I detain my 
‘Readers by adducing Lnffan- 
ces, and not rather refer “em 
to the following pathetick O- 
rations, courayious Vendications, 

«and noble Refolutions, deliver’d 

in fuch a Stile as will, no 

doubt, gratifie the niceft Pa- 

-Jate? And to give this {mall 

_, Treatife the pleafanter Re- 
ith, to each Oration is pre- 
fix’d a PRELUDE; and at 
the end, the CONSEQUENCE 
of thofe noble Refolutians. 

I could with abundance 
of Satwfaction run this Pre- 

_ face to a great length, fo ex- 

tra- 


The PREFACE. 
travagantly am | enamour’d 
with thefe Orators, were it 
not for debarring you better 
Entertainment ; therefore I 
fhall defift, and leave You to 
_tmitate what 1 imitable, and 
admire what (as Chriftians) 
you cannot pracizfe. 
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| Artemifa to Socrates, 
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The PRELUDE, 


| After Arcemifa bad imploy'd the moft knoming Archi 
: ‘tett of her time to build a glorious Monument which 
nas fince one of the feven Wonders of the World, the 
Love fhe had for her dear Maufoleus wa not fully fa- 
tisfied: She cans’d Socrates and Theopompus, two 
Of the moft frmous Orators of the Age, come from 
Greece, and by truly-royal Liberality fle oblig’d: 
thefe great Men ta fet their Eloquence at work zn 
favour of the King her Husband, that they might 
eternixe his Memory, ?Imas in asking this Favour 
that this fair Comfortlefs {poke to them in this mane 
ner, when the excefs of ber Love made her forges fhe 
was [peaking before the famous Socrates. 


exa'T’ is from you, moft excellent Orator, I 
expect the perpetuating the Memory 
of Maufoleus; tis you maft give Life 
A toallthe Statues I fer up; ‘tis you 
H muft make him a Tomb that the ree 
B volutions of Ages cannot deftroy, and 
§ which will cternize Muujfolem, So- 
mmemmmnmmrsnenl crates, and Artemifatogether, Do 
not think I believe Time or Fortune will regagd the 
Goid, Marbie, Jafper, Porphyry, or Oriental Alabafter 
which I impioy to build him a {umpiuous Monument = 
No; know thefe 300 Pillais, in which all Oxder is 

B care 
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carefully obferv’d, whofe Foundations are fo firmly fix’d; 
whofe Chapiters are fo magnificent, and where Arc fur- 
paffes Nature, thall one day be but piciful Ruins, and, 
after a liscle cime, nothing at all : Thofe bumble Scul- 
prures, at che four Faces of the Sepulchre, fhall fuccef- 
iively be defac’d by the Injuries of War; but,nor with- 
out difficulty,chere will fome imperfect Figures be per- 
ceiv’d, of all thofe things which we admire to Day: 
Thofe Obelifques which feem to defy Tempeits, may 
be one Day ‘beat down with Thunder, and turn’d into 
Duft, thofe fmoaking Veflels, thofe extinguifh’d Tor- 
ches, ‘thofe Trophies of Arms, and all the Ornamenis 
that v4, cbztedure is capable of, fhall aor hinder the de- 
ftrucion of this Work : In fine, Socrates, when I have 
watted all my Treafures for this Tomb, and that by the 
skilful hands of Scopas, of Briaxes, of Timothy, and of 
Leochaves, T have put it in condicion to pafs for one of 
the Wonders cf the Worid ; if after all chis none take 
care to preferve his Memory by Wricings, the Statues 
which I have fet up, the Gold, the Marble, the Jafpire, 
the Porphyry, the Alabafter, the Pillars, the humbie 
Sculptures, the Obelifques, the fmoaking Veffels, the 
extinguilh’d Torches, and all the Ornaments of Build- 
ing that appear in the Work, thal] not (1 fay) hinder 
* Maufoleus’s Tomb, his Architedures, his Sculptures, 
and Artemifa her felf, from being bury’d in Oblivion, 
and from being as unknown to the Ages which come 
after us, as if they had never been: Ic belongs then to 
you Socrates, and to you Theopompys, to give more 
folid Foundations to this Strua@ure: It is you mult en- 
liven thefe Marbles by magnificent Infcriptions; it is 
you mult revive Maufolew, it is you mutt make me 
live evernally,altho’ I feel my Death very near approach- 
ing: I defire not, Socrates, that you make Eogies ot 
Bufiris, or that you give Praifes to Helen, as you have 
-done at other times, I give you a more eafy and more 
illuftrious Subje& ; the Virtues or Mufolesm, and the 
Jawtul Love of edrtemifa, are 2 more nodie Subject 5 
your Eloquence here will] have no occafion tu plaze over 
she Inhumanity of Bufiri, or the Ulting of a He 
a A 
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” All the Cunning Rhetorick teaches for impofing Fables, 
sand rendering chem f{cemingly true, will but ferve you 
‘to pertwade to Tiuch, witnout Printing any thing So- 
phiftical ; ic fhaJl fuffice that you write as an Oraror, 
.a3 3 Philofopher, anc as an Hiftorian together. Elo- 

_ uence chat rare Priviiege, which the Gods have be- 

~ ‘frow’d an Men as a Ray of their Divinity, fhould never 
-be empioy’d bur for protecting Innocency, or eternizing 
Virtue. They who have made a Goddefs of Perfwafion, 
‘have not defign’d to render it a Slave to the Capricices 
of Men: And doubtleis they know, as well asl, thar 
Eloquence is a Giit of Heaven, which none ought to 
prophane ; the Power it has of exciting or appeafing 
the moft vio.ent Paffions, of foftening the hardeft 
Hearts, of perfvading uke moik incredulous, of forcing 
the moft obftinace, of coaftraining even againft our 
Will, and of puccing us in Oppofition to our felves, by 
quitting our own Opinions to follow thofe of others ; 
all thefe Advantages, I fay, have not bee: piven him to 
impower him to do wrong 3 on the coat ary, it is thar 

- which the Gods have chofento make the Yorld fee Vir- 
tue lovely as itis, and to cauie ivevery day to make 
new Conqueits, Hereby Men acquire Immortality to 
themfelves, by making others Immortal: Ir is Elo. 
quence which, in {pite of ‘Time and change of Things, 
picferves the Memory of brave Actions; it is Eloquence 
which maugre the deftruétion of Kingdoms and Em- 
pires, does perperuace the remembrance of Kings cud 
Emperors, and when their very Afhes are no mare in 
their Tombs, when their Palaces are deftroy’d, their 

polt famous Towns laid waite, and their very King- 
doms have chanpd their Names, That makes the whole 
Eaith fee an Image of the?r Virtue; yea, many Ages 
after their Death they have liv’d among Men, they have 
ftill Friends and Subje&s, chey are coniulied tor the Go~ 
vernment of theiy Lives,-their good Qualities are imi- 
taied, they have new Elogies made them, Envy cannot 
obfcure their Glory, they reap all the Praifes and Me- 
rics there is fo great a Veneration had for them, that 


People go not to the Places where they dwelt, without 
: Bz a kind 
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a kind of Adoration; and if there yet remain any old 
Ruins of their Buildings, fome refpeSt that in them 
which cime hac near oblirerated; they lock upon them 
with Pleafure, and prefer them to all the Maguificence 
of theAfoder as; and the Limaers alfo adorn their Draw~ 

ings with their illuftrious Ruins, and fo eternize their | 
Memories, After all this, wonder not, Scerates, that 
I fo pafhonately defire your Eloquence to make a Pa- 
negyizck for my dear Lord: I know in what Efteem it 
was thro’ all Greece, and I certainty forefee that Ages 
to come will render it Juftice. All the Writings that 
bear the Name of Socrates, or of Thecpompu, thall be 
severenc’d by Time, by Fortune, and by all Men: They 
thal] pafs among all Nations, and in all Ages, without 
Injury, having the Reputation of thofe they write of 
added to their own: There may likewife be famous 
Perfons found, who by the Efteem they have of your 
Work, will make yeu fpoken of in Languages as yet 
unknown, who by the brightnefs of your Glory, will 
believe they add fomething to their own, by publifhing 
them, Speak then, Theopompus; ‘peak, Sccvates, to 
the end that al] Men may fpeak after you. But do not 
think there are any Thoughts of Vanity mingled wich 
this my Petition ; No, Socrates, I would nor have you 
enquire into my Life, Chara&er, or noble Birth, there~ 
of co make fome fine Elogium ; I wovld not have you 
fay Twas torn wich the Crown of Hudicuinajfew ; 1 
would not have you fay that (tho’a Woman) Idid know 
the Art of reigning Soveieign; I would not you fhould 
“acquaint Pofterity with the extraordinay Eitcem the 
great Xerxes had of me; I would not have you repore 
I made a Voyage intro Greece with him; L would not 
Fave you make it known that I had the fitt Piace in his 
Counfel, and that mine was ever follew’d; I would nor 
that you {peak of the Exploits [ did in that War, nor of 
the exceeding Price which the udthenians prumis’d to 
any that would deliver me into their Hands: Only £ 
would have you fay, that Artemifa was Queen ot Caria, 
becaufe-the miarry’d Mazfoleuws, who was King of it: 
What 4: temzfz, above all Virmes, did ever love that 
, which 


Ba 
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“swhich is moft neceflary to her Sex: That eArtemifa 


never had any other Paffion, buc that of perfectiy lo- 
_ving her Husband; that Arteméfa,aiter lofing him, loft 
. ail defire of Lise; and, in fine, that Artemzfa atter that 
: Misfortune, had no other Care but the celebrating of 


¥ his Memory. Bur aiter you have faid all thefe things, 


}and prais’d Maufolews as much as he merired; after, I 
~* fay, vou have painted out my Grief, or to fpeak more 
properly, my Defpair to the life, forget not to deciare 
ro Pofterity, thar after I had buile the moft fumpru- 
ous Mosument that ever was feen, I could not find an 
Urn that I believ’d worthy to enclofe his Afhes, Cry- 
(tal, Alabaftev, and all the precious Stones which Na- 
tre produces, cannot methinks fufficiently teftify my 
Affection: It muft needs be noble and generous to give 
him an Urn of Gold cover’d with Diamonds, but co 
give him an Heart for his Urn, mutt be that of eArte- 
mifa, There itis, Socrates, I fhut up the Athes of 
my dear Lords there itis, Theopompus, 1 lay to relt his 
dear Reliques, waiting impatiently till his Tomb be in 
condition to receive the living Urn I have appropriated 
to him, *Tis my Heart only can ferve as an Urn for the 
Afhes of my dear Maufolews ; methinks! give them 2 
new Life by putting them there, and on the other hand, 
methinks chey communicate that mortal Coldnefs co me’ 
which I feel in them, Moreover, it is very juft, thae’ 
fince Maufolew was always in my Heart while he liv’d, 
he fhould alfo be there after his Death: May be if I had 
puc his Alhes in this Urn of Gold all cover’d with Jews | 
eis, may be, I fay, fome unjuft Conqueror might open 
his Tomb, and with a prophane and facrilegious Hand 
take away the fame,mingle his facred Duft with Wind, 
and feparate mine from that of Maufoleus; but asi 
uwfe them, we fhall be infeparable. There is no Tyrant 
can trouble my reft, becaufe none can divide me from 
my dear Lord, Behold, Socrates, what I would have 
you fay of me; but for my dear Lord, forget nothing 
that may be gioriaus, nor any thing of his true Merit, 
Say, he was iear'd of his Enemies, belov’d of his Subjects, 
B3 and - 
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and in Veneration among the Princes his Neighbours, 
Speak of the grear Qualities of his Soul, as well as the 
Favours he receiy’d trom Nature; praife his Valour in 
War, his Sweetnef in Peace, and his Equicy and Meek- 
nefs ro all the World, In fine, form the Idea of an ac- 
eomplifh’d Prince, and you will make the true PiGurek 
ot Muufoleus; yet atter you have faid all things of chist 
my nobie Husband, {peak zealoufly of the Love he haé 
for me, and of that which I had always for him, Pain 
this Pafhion as ftrong, as pure, and as faithful asit is; 
undeceive thofe who believe Wealth is che nourifher oi 
Love, and who think thar lawful Paffion can be neither 
fervent, long, or agreeable; let them fee that Muzfolew 
and I give an Example which deftroys their Experience 
and al} their Reafons ; becaufe as our Love had always 
much Tinocence, it alfo had great Zeal, lafting even till 
Death, being infinitely agreeable to us, Speak then with 
an Elogy of that holy Tie which forces two virtrous 
Perfons to love each other eternally ; and, if poflible, 
make hatte ro fatisfy me. Imploy alfo your Eloquence 
to perfwade thofe who work at the Tombof Mazfoleu: 
to make as preac difparch as they poffibly can in advan- . 
cing their Work, for mine begins to be finilh'd. The 
few Afbes that remain of my dear Muufolens will be 
quickly confum’d, and that once done, I have no more 
to do in the World, aJ} that is on Earth can no more 
affeQ me: I am infenfible of all things but Grief, and 
the only defires of my Soul are, to be re-united to my 
dear Mavfolew, and to know certainly thar you take 
care of his Glory: Your own fhouid oblige you to this, 
Compaffion fhould carry you forward in it, and if it be 
permitted to propofe other recompences to Philofophers 
than the fole defire of weil-doing, confider what the Ex- 
peuces are chat Tam at in bailaing this magnificent 
Tomb, and judge from thence, chac the who frends fo 
much of her ‘freafures upon duzab Marbles, wiil not be - 
ungrateful when you {peak to the Glory of her dear 
Mianfoleus; but whatever diligence you make to facisty 
uaz, néisher the Archived nor you fha!l make an end of 
your 
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t your Work {0 foun as T {hall finifh mine, to permit you 
jto illuftvace the Pancgyrzck of Maufolews,with the Death 


jof his Artemzfe, 


] 


7 
’ 





The CONSEQUENCE, 


The virtuous Queen cbtatn’d her Wifh, Socrates and 
Theopompus dzd fpeak of ber dear Mavfoleus in jo 
advantageous Terms, that fome have accusd them % 
Flattesy for the fake of ber Money: As for Artemifa, 
it was not without Reafon that fhe baften’d the Buil- 


- ders, for this fumptuous Monument was fearce finifhid 
+ befor Te had ber Place init. They who did begin this 


mui vellous Work, Left it not unfinifh’d. It was a long 
time one of the Wonders of the World, and ker Glory, 
which bad move folid Foundations than it, continues 
to this Day in the Memory of all Men, together with 
shat of Maufoleus and the fum’d Artemila, 


Ma rh . 
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The PRELUDE, 


Few People ave ignorant of Herod’s putting bis Wefe to 
_ death, but all don’t know what fhe faid in ber de- 
fence, Of the 1wo Hiftorians that wrote of her, one 
was notin her time, and other was bur a Flatterer 
of her Husband ; fo that it fhall be my bufinefs to 
extra the Trush from the Ignorance of the one,and 
Malice of the other. As for ray part, Lacknowledg 
Iam of Mariamne’s Party; and whether it be by Pz- 
ty or Reafon, whether (I fay) ber Beauty hath blin- 
ded, or ber Innocence made me clear-fighted, I can- 
not belzeve that a Princefs i dina vom the Mac- 
cabees Iluftviows Blood would put 2 blemifh on her 
Reputation, but will rather believe that Herod was 
fill He-od, an unjuft and bloody Man, See then the 
Apology of this unfortunate Beauty, who hath more 
Excellence in her Mouth than I can pretend to: 
Hear her fpeak, I conjure you, and obferve in her 
noble Pride the true Charatter of Mariamne’s Humor, 


me {peak this day: Were I but affur’d Poftericy 
would do me Juftice when I fhall be no more, I my 
felf wou’d help my Accufers and Enemics ; 1 wou’d 
look upon the laft of my Days as the firft of my Happi- 
nefs, and wou’d wait the Hour of my Death with fo 
great Conftancy, that it fhould render thof who per- 
secure 


ik is neither Fear of Death, nor Defire of Life, makes 
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Hecute me confus’d, But fince they aim as much at my 
“Virtue as my Live, *twere great Cowardice to endure 
7a Calumny without repelling ic; Innocence and Glory 
are two fuch precious Jewels, that all things fhou’d be 
done to preferve’em, Suffer me then, my Lord, (if ic 
be fuitable for the Grand-daughter of Hireanss to call 
Yyou fo) ro let you fee the Purity of my Soul, I recall to 
‘your Memory what You are, and what lam, co the end 
‘that by comparing my paft Aftions with the Accufa- 
itions now laid againft me, you may fome way prepare 
‘your felf to believe thofe Truths which T ought to tell 
you, Doubrlefs you have not forgot that 1 came of that 
“famous Race which for many Ages paft hath given 
- Kings to ‘fudea; that all my Predeceflors cid juft'y 
hold that Sceptre which you have ; that by their Birth- 

* yight they carried the Crown which Fortune bath put 
upon your Head; and, that if things had been accord’ 
ing to Order, you had been fo far from being my Judge, 
that I might have reckon’d you in the number of my 
Subjects, and lawfully taken that Power which you 
ufurp over me, However, as this high Birth oblip’d 
me to an uncommon Virtue, Hircanus did no fooner 

. command me to be your Wife, knowing the Obedience 
Low’d him, without confidering the Inequaliry chae 

| was betwixt us, than I receiv’d you for my Husband ; 
* and tho’ my Inclinations (thanks to,Heaven) were quite 
contrary tO yous, you know in what manner T have 
# liv'd with you; you could nor expect more Compla- 
cency, nor more teftimony of Affection from me, feejng 
your very Alliance was as honourable to me as mine 
' waa gloriouste you, Since that time, my Lord, even 
«! tothe death of Hivcanus, what have I done? What 
rave I faid or thought againit yon? Nothing, but that 

’ I could not rejoice in your Victories, becaufe rhey were 
fatal to my Relations; and again, becaufe Thad a 
Heart as great as the Noblenefs ot my Birth, I could not 

- ftep upon the Throne of my Predeceffors without fhed- 
ding ‘Tears; becaufe I could not do ic in Juftice, ac 
leaft in the Qualicy of Hevod’s Wife. But you know, 
that (being unable to hinder a juft Refeurmenc which 
Reafon 
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Reafon and Nature have given me) I cook all pofhible 
care to conceal my Grief from you. I endeavour’d at 
that cime to juftife you in my Mind, and -Anding you 
had Ambition wichout Cruelty, I have racher pitied 
than accus’d you, J call’d that Paffion the Eirour of 
"great Spirits, and the infallible fign of a Perfon bors for 
gréatthings, How many times have I faid co my fell, 
if Fortune would give you lawful Enemies, you would 
be the greateft Prince on Earth? How many times 
have I wifh’d chat great and marvelons Spirit of yours, 
that invincible Heart, which makes you undertake all 
things, might carry you againft 2 People over whom 
you might bea Conqueror, and rot a Ufurper ? Alas! 
did you know all che Vows I have made for your Glo- 
ry, you would not believe me capuble of having Defires 
to obfcure its Splendor by forgetting my own; and 
perhaps ’tis for that fault Heaven punifhes me, yet I 
cannot with I had done it: And altho’ J fee my felf to 
day in danger of lofing my Life, I cannot repent of ha~ 
ving preferv’d you by my Counfel, when contrary to all 
Reafon you would truft the Traytor S.uxfapban, 1 do 
Rot reproach you of that good Office, I only remind 
you of ir, thereby to Jet you fee I have ftill done all I 
cou’d: But fince { averr that I have not iiv’d fo, I’ve 
no more conceal’d my Sorrows, I’ve no more ftopt my 
Voice: I have wept and groan‘d exceffivery, but what 
lefs cou’d the Grand-daughter of Hircanu: do, being 
wafted by your Cruclties? What lefs, I fay, cou'd the 
Sitter of young Avéftobulus do, who perifh’d ‘by your 
Johumanity, for fecuring the Sceptre in your hands? 
Ah! No,no, Patience wou’d have been criminal at that 
time. I was, without doubt, born for the Throne, bur 
I would cot mount it, becaufe I could not do’t without 
treading on the Bodies of my Grandfather and Brother; 
that Throne was wet with cheir Blood, I ought at leaft 
to wath ic with my Tears, fince ‘tis not permited me 
to fhed chat of cheis Enemies. Alas! what an Objeé&t 
worthy of Compaffion was that, to fee rhe Succeffor 
of fo many Kings, that reverend old Man, receive his 
Death from him whom he had made his Ally! Itrem- 

ble 
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ible wich horrour only to think of it; nor con’d I with- 
jaraw my Thoughts, if the Image of young eAréftobulus 
fia not prefentitfelfto my Eyes, What had that un- 
ijorrnnate Youth done to merit fuch Unhappinefs? He 
was young, he wasvirtuous, he was brave in all things, 
and his greateft fault was (oubees that he refembled 
me; bur, alas! that faule fhou’d ha’ been advantageous 
to him at fuch atime: For if’twas true, that you had 
fuch paffionate Love for me, as you wou'd have con- 
} ftancly perfwaded me was in your Heart, tho’ Arifto. 
: bulus bad nor been my Brother, tho’ he had not been in- 
I nacent, you fhoud have refpected my Image in him. 
i The refemblance of a Perfon belov’d hath made Arms 
fall from moft cruel hands, and caus’d them to change 
their Defigns. But, infenfible thar Iam, what do I, to 
fpeak in this manner to him who wou’d do fo to my 
Life, and who, not content with overturning the 
Thrones of my Fathers, caufing my Grandfather to be 
kill’d, my Brother to be drown’d, and extirpating all 
. my Race, would alfo this day deprive me of Honour, 
"by unjuftly accufing me of three Faults I cou’d never be 
capable of? I have been fo little accuftom’d to commit 
them, and am fo innocent of thofe impos’d upon me, 
that [doubt if I can well remember the Accufations 
made againft me, Neverthelefs, 1 think my Enemies 
fay Ihave fent my Pidture to edathony; that I have 
had too particular Correfpondence with Fofepb; and 
likewife, that I would have attempred your Life: 
Gh, Heavens! is it poflible, that Marzammne is oblip’d 
toanfwer fuch things! And, may it not be fuffcient 
to fay, (as ’tis Maviamne whom they accufe) that 
fhe is Innocent? No, I do fee that ( wishout remem- 
-bring my Birth or Virtues) I muft put my felf in ex- 
peétation of being unjuftly condemn’d: And aitho’ my 
Birth is fuch, that Lought not to give Account of my 
A@ions, but to GOD alone, yer I mutt vindicate my 
Accufers, my Enemies and my Judges together, You 
fay then, that I have fent my Pidure to athvay, whom 
| I know not, and who did never fee me, and wirhout 
§ 
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giving any Gircusnftance whether he was thea in Zzgypr, 
yer 
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yet you would have this Accufation pafs for a certain 
Truth, But, hold a little, what Limner drew it? who 
carry’dit? who are they co whom Anthony has fhew’d 
ic? where are the Letters he writ to thank me for fo 
great a Favour? for ic is not to beliew’d that he has. 
receiv'd fo extraordinary a Teltimony of my Affection | 
without giving me Thanks, The Heart of Marzamne 


is not {0 inglorious a Conqueft, for many Kings in the | 
World would have efteem’d ic 2 Glory to have won ir, ' 
and have ftuck at nothing to merit ic,  Nevercheleis, ' 
there appear no figns of the care Anthony has taken | 
cither to conquer or preferve me; and furely on that’ 
occafion I muft not only have forgot my proper Glory, ° 
buc altogether loft my Reafon, fo to dream of the Crime | 
Tam accus’d of, Had it been when you did all things 
for him, even fo far as to fend all your Jewels to him, 
and oppofe the Rom.tn Empire for his fake, I had been 
fomewhat judicious in my choice ; and I ought nor ro 
believe char Anthony, who pufhes himfelf forward by 
Generoficy, fhould betray 4 Man from whom he has had ; 
fo many Obligations, for a Perfon Le knows nothing of, , 
But if it be fince that time, and that you have had Mif- « 
underftandings together, thro’ the artifice of Cleopatra, | 
there’s ftill the lefs appearance, I fhould have been 
very inconfiderate, to have given Arms my {elf to my 
Enemy, (for at that time your Intereft was alfo mine,) 
And befides, what feeming Truth can chere be (if I 
were as infamous as ’m innocent} that at the rime 
when all the World was fill’d wich the love of Anthony 
and Cleopatra, I thould fend him my Piéture? Had 
Rome found that Expedient co cure her of the Charis ' 
of that gyptizn 2 Had che Empire need of that Reme- . 
dy, or had I any defire to facritice my {elf to the Vani- | 
ty of that unfortunace Princefs, whofe Jealoufy would ' 
not have fail’d to have been moft remarkably confpicu- 
ous? No, Herod, nothing of this is come to pafs: And 
the Innocency of Marzamme is fo great, thac her very 
Euemies cannot accufe her with any femblance of Truth, 
Moreover, you know that chat which is call’d Beauty in 
me, never gave me Vanity: And that I have always 
: taken 


raken more Pains to be virtuous than fair, Yet Ido not 
ceny thar there hath been a PiGure of Marzamne,which 
: has pafs’d among all the Princes of the Earth, and which, 
perhaps, will be a long time prefery’d there. Yes, 
Herod, there is an iavifible Image of Mariamne, which 
wanders thro’ Se World; which makes her innocent 
'Conquefts; and which, wichout her Confenz, makes 
fecret Enemies to you, Her High-Birth, her Virrue,. 
her Patience, and your Cruelty, are the ofily Colours 
thac are made ufe of in this Picture: And my Blood, 
‘which is going to be thed, fhall doubrlefs render it ado- 
-yable to Pofterity, But to aniwer the fecond Accufation 
that Is made againft me, which, tho’ falfe, hinders not 
my chaning of Colour, by the Confufion Iam in to 
be couttrsin’d to {peak of fuch aching, [ {bai fay wich 
jy, and Thanks to Heaven, I have no other wimefs 
ink me but you, who, curing the time of this fup- 
 poed Crime, were ar Luodicea: And by confequence 
‘were incapable of anfwertag for my Actions; fo well 
Tafurd, that nefther your Byes nor your Ears 
could declare any thing againfl my Innsceice, And 
“chy your Court vc al] compos'd of your Slaves, or of 
my Enemies; that your very Sifter, who haics me, and’ 
“7, and hy Intereft of Scare, hath obferv’d with 
"veirsorcinary Care, ever the leatt things that 1] have 
done or fpokcn, 1 fey, Tam very ceitaia, that the dares 
ain before me, that fhe cver heard cne Word, 
’d one tingle Lock, which could make the 
wcelty of Marviamne fufpected, [tis not but that 1 
-kaow very well the can tella Lye, bur that which 
makes me {peak with fo much boldnefs, is becanfe I 
know my fir to have more Virtue than fhe has Malice, 
anc that having Heaven ior my Protector, I cannor be. 
liewe, bur if I co perifn, I fhall (at leaft) obrain Grace 
to die in fuch manner, as that your Jnjuftice and my 
mmocence fall be equally inanitefted, And tuly ac | 
lis Unie we need but ope cur Leyes to fee char thefe 
Accufations which are made againft me, are but Pre. 
‘ rexts co deftray me. For whas iikelfhood is there, if I 
yout iach a Crime, tha: I would have chofen 
c the 
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the Husband of Salome, my crueleft Enemy, and Hered’s 
Confidan:, a Confidant to thac degree, that all things 
were crufted to him; and there was no wicked Defign 
which was noc communicated rohim; he was Partner 
in all your Crimes, he was the Goaler, and nor Lover of 
Muaviamne; and, to fay all, *twas he thagwas to plunge 
the Poignard in my Heart to obey your Will, Oh, 
Heavens! who did ever fee fich Teftimonies of Love! 
Why, Herod, you might at parting bid me adieu with 
Tears; you might lock upon me, as you have done with 


Eyes wherein I faw but figns of Affection ; and at the - 


fame time meditate my Death. Ah! if you could (which 


I doubt not) you might very well alfo co day pretend 


that you believe me culpable, to make me die innocent. 
And tell me not a3 a Favour, that this Command was 


the Effet of the ftrong Paffion you had for me: The ~ 


Death of the Ferfon believ’d can never be a Teftimony 
of Affection, Hatred and Love have not the fame Ope. 
rations ; they may fometimes reign fucceffively in che 
Heart, but never together. Every Man who loves well, 
lives not without the Perfon belov’¢, yer he can always 
die without her ; and her Death can never be an agrce- 
ble Thought to him, He fhouid lament his being fepa- 
rated from her 5 not that fhe dy’¢ not wich him. But 


your way of loving is only peculiar to your feli, and . 


your Inclinations are fo natually Cruel, that Poyfons 
and Daggers are the beft Gifts thar can be receiv’d from 
you, when you would teftify your Fiicndihip, Pray 
tell me how you can accommodate all thefe things. 
You fay that I have fent my Pidture to Aatheny, and 
confequently held a correfpondence with him: Aad 


at the fame time, you again accufe me of having one | 


with Fofeph; becaufe you fay, you have trufted to 
Him the thing in the World which was of greareft 
Importance to you, and he having difcover’d it to me, 
ic is impoffible -buc I fhould have given my felf ab- 
folurely to him for that Advertifement. Confider, Hered, 
what you fay: Antheny and Fofeph, could they be both 


together in my Heart? were theie two Rivals of the ° 


fame Quality and Merit? And this Mariamne, whofe 
: Birth 
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* Birth fs f0 Great and Wfuftiious, whofe Sorl is fo High 


a 


- and fo Glorious, chat her nob'e Pride is by fome rather 


tuken for a Faule than a Virrac; could fhe be capable 


- gi f much Weaknefi, as to admir to her Embraces 
two Mea fo oppofire ‘n their Interefts, who had they 


atempted it, could never have found Admiffion to her 
Heart, This Conqueit is nor fo eafy as you think, and 
1 wonder thar you, who could never do ir, fhould think 
ix coh others fo Utele. Ido acknowledge that Fofeph 
cid difcover to me the wicked Defign that you had a- 
gainit me, but T aifo decia:e, I believ’d him not, I did 
immediately think that ‘twas a Treachery of Salume, 
to make me carry my (ir the more hazghtily cowards 
you, thereby to procure my Death, imagising wich 
ker feif, char my Death wou'’d trowdle me more than 
thar of Hzrcanus, or my Brocher. And thar which made 
mie the morg o¢heve ’ewas fo, was that I faw him une 
dertake to perfwade me, tha: ought to be infinitely 
oviig’d to you for that excefs of Love which you tefti- 
fy’d co me at that time: Adding alfo, that he told me 
not the Defign, till you were ready to returns and fo 
far from making ir a myfterious Secrez, that he told it 
inthe prefence of my Mother, and before all my Women, 
It is certain, that as I ought alfo to know all from you, 
{ doubted the Truch of what Fofepb told me, I thought 
(being che Mother of your Children) you were incapable 
of fuch barbarous Thoughts, and, in effec, withoue 
determining the Matter in my Mind, I waited your 
recurn, 1 receiv’d you then with the fame Melancholy 
that Ihave always had fince the Death of Hircanus 
and Aviftobulys, without teltifying any more 5 and ob- 
ferving all your A€tions, I acknowledge that I ever 
Goubted the Truth of Fofeph’s Difcourfe, The Malice 
of his Wife made me alio more fufpicious; and whea 
I was {peaking to you, ‘tis true, { rather defign’d co 
isiform my felf of the thing, than to reproach you, 
For if it had been trhe that [had 2 particular Affeétion 
for fofeph, and that 1 nad taken what he faid as the 
pure Effect of his Compaffion for me, I had fooner dy’d 
than fpokea of it, and that unfortunate Man fhould- 

C2 have 
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have alfo jiv’d, Neverthelefs, where are all rhe Tcfti- 
monies of Goodwill he has had fom me? Nebody fays 
that we have hiad roo private Correfpondence tegecher ; 
no~body fays he has come often to my Apartments: And 
in fine, I have done nothing for him, but what his moft 
cruel Enemy might have done, if uicy had known the 
fame thing : furely I fhov’d have rewarded him ili to 
trent him thus, You fay alfo, that Hatred and Ven- 
peance caus’d me to favour Fofepb, alter having known 
your Defign; bur knew thaz great Spirits never fail by 
Example 3 the Crimes of others give them fo much 
Horror, that they are never more ftrongly confiin'd ia 
Good, than when they fee Evil commitied: <And as joy 
me, I think I fhould have been lefs Innocent, it you 
had been lefs Unjuft, In fine, if Marzamne (defcended 
from fo many illuftrious Kings) had defir’d b> give her 
Affeétion to any, it fkou’d not have been to the Huse 
band of Szlome, nor to the Favourice of Herod: And 
if for the punifhing of others Crimes, fhe had had it 
in her Power, fhe had not caus’d him to be put to Death 
whom fhe belicv’d co have had a Defign to preferve ker 
Life. You know too well what was ny Wonder, when 
after the Difcourfe which I made to you, 1 knew by 
your Anfwer all was trues I was fo furpriz’d, chat I 
almoft loft my Speech, Neverthelefs, I did not forefce 
the Accufaton which is this day made againft me: And 
the only knowledge of your Crime, and of ‘fofeph’s 
Innocence, ‘whom I expos’d to your Cruelties, caus’d 
all my Grief, Since that, Salome improving thac Mis- 
fortune for my Ruin as the defign’d long ago, hath 
doubrlefs perfwaded you, that I would atcempre your 
Life, and behold the only Crime wherein there can be 
a Wimefs found againft me ; but if I be nor deceiv’d, fhe 
does more juftify chan convi& me: For what likeli- 
hood is there, that ina Defign of this importance I 
fhould have trufted a Man of fo low Condition? And 
what feeming Truth is there, if ic were true that I had 
Correfpondence with Fofeph, but that it was racher he 
‘made this Propofition, then I? Ufed I ro converfe with 
fuch Perfons? Hath this Man come co my Agariment ? 

Have 
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Have I fet him before you? Is he come of my Family ? 
Is ke a Relation to any of my Officers? In what Place 
have I fpoken co him? In what manner have I fubor~ 
ned him: Lec him fhew the Jewels that I have given 
him? Make him let the Money be feen thar he has got- 
ten for fo great a Defign: For it is not rational to 
think that upoa fimple Hope he woud undertake the 
hazard of his Life. It may be he will anfwer, that 
face he had no defign to do the deed, but on the con- 
trary to advertife you, he did not think of a Reward. 
But I can fay to that Impoftor, that, not to give me 
Reafon of firfpeSting him, he always accepted what I 
offer’d him: And that alfo not having fpoken, and not 
heing able to thew, is a ftrong and convincing Perfwa- 
fion of his Lye: For, in fine, Gold is the free Complice 
of al] Crimes, and Hope is the only Portion of great 
Spirits: But for the bafe and mercenary, they muft be 
mov’d by the fight of a certain Reward; otherways 
that fort of People will not ferve you: And too many 
Examples of your Reign fhould have taught you what 
Ifay, Yet tho’ it be true, that ic cannot be made ap- 
pear, that either I or mine have had any dealings with 
thar Man, it is not fo of Salome, your Heart and my 
Enemy. Ir isa long time fince my Women foretold 
me of it, that contrary to the Cuftom and Decorum of 
the Quality fhe keeps to Day, he often went to entcre 
tain her, even in her Clofet: However, becaufe I could 
never ftoop to take notice of fuch things, and by excefs 
cf Virtue, did not ealily fufpe& others, I heard thac 
Difcourfe without making any Reflection upon it, But 
iz you would oblige them to give an account of fo ma- 
ny Conver fations asthey had together, I affur’d that 
you would not find 2 punétual Reply, And moreover, 
Where did I buy che Poyfon ? Who prepar’dit? From 
hence did I caufe ir to be brought? and wherefore, if 
Thad {uch Intentions, was it neceflary to have employ’d 
ar Man: Was it not eafy for me, when we have eat 
io many times together, to have poyfon’d you wich my 
corn Hand, wishout crafting any-body ? why fhouid 
co: Phaye anemprod ip ar your Return from Lacdiera, 
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as well as they prerend I nave done after your Rerurn 
from Rhodes, fince the unhappy Fofeph ditcover’d to me 
then your cruel Intentions, as wel] as when the untor~ 
tunate Son hath cold me fince: In fine, Hered, all cho’ 
things are without likelihood, and there is no Spiri: fo 
ignorant, who fees not clearly, that if I were not de- 
fcended from the Kings of Fudea, if I were not Virtu- 
ous, I fhould have had no Enemies, and Death fhould 
nor be refolv’d upon; I fhould not have fent my Picture 
to Anthony, I fhould not ha’ had corre{pondence with 
Fofepb, V thould not have atrempred your Life, and 
confequently mine have been fecure, 

But becaufe Iam of too illuftrious Blood, and my 
Soul too great to fuffer the bafenef and unworthive!s 
of my Enemies, Mavzamne mutt die, ihe muit perihh, 
fhe muft be facrific’d :o the Hatred of her Perfecurors; 
they defire ic fo, and fhe is refoly’d on’, Think nor, 
unjuft and cruel Herod, that I fpeak with intention co 
incline you to Pity; I think of preferving my Reputa- 
tion, and noc of moving your Heart, For, a8 1 faid in 
the beginning of my Difcourfe, ic is neither fear of 
Death, nor defire of Life, that makes me fpeak to day ; 
the one prepares Crowns for me, and the o:lier can give 
me nothing but Trouble. It is not chew hope of efca~ 
ping from the Danger Tam in that makes me take 
Care to juitify my feif; I know my Sentence is fign’d, 
my Executionezs are ready co ftrike off my Head, and 
my Tomb is already open’d to receive me: But chac 
which mov’d me to ir, was to the end that all who 
hear me may let Pofterity know, thas my very Ene- 
mies could not, with all their Malice, ftain the Virtue 
of Murzamae, nor find a piaulible Precext for condemn- 
Sig her, If I obsain this Favour from :hem who hear 
me, I die almoft without Grief, and i thal! abfolucely 
fay, without Regret, the Children I leave you will be 
banifh’d their Paternal Houfe: For I doubr nor, becaufe 
they are Virttious, but they will acquire your Hatred 
as wellasI, The Complaints that they fha!l make for 
wy Death, wil] be Crimes againft you: You'll believe 
shey defign againf your Lire, by lamenting the lofs of 

mine, 







ine. Woe is me! I fee chem already iff treared by 
hat Slave who was your firfi Wile: I fee them fib. 
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ic to the violeat Humour cf youi Son -Aztipater, to 
ie Calumnies of Salome, to che Ouirages of Pheroris, 
nda your own Cruelty, . 
: And perhaps thefe faine Executioners who put me to 
‘Death, will fhed their Blood; or, to fpeak better, will 
i mike an end of fhedding mine. I already fee you un- 
juft and crue!, finithing fo many Murders: But do noc 
to cnioy peaceably che Fruits of fuch fatal Vido. 
You feek a Repofe which you fhall not find ; you 


ost, 


} 
‘ 





: false your own Accufer, your Judge, and your Hang- 
‘man: The Ghofts of fo many kings as Lam come of, 
_ whom you have abus’d in my Perfon, hall inviron you 


on all fides: hoe of old Hzreanus, and of oung Ari. 
fisbolus, fhall difturb all your Lite: You thal) always 
tee your felf cover’d with the Blood of your Children: 
Aad the Image of Mauvéamne, purfu’d by thofe Execu- 
tioners who wait on her, fhall ever follow you foot by 
foor. You fhall always fee thar, whether awake or a- 
fleep, which fhall reproach you for her Death you fhall 
have Repentance in your Hearr, Shane, Confufion, and 


, Defpair: You thall wih for the Death you give to o- 
: thers; myVircue fhal] appear then as pure as it is, your 
* Crimes fhall feem as great as they are; and perhaps you 


fhall kave the misfortune to repent without amending : 
And I doubt not, but after you have violated all Rights, 
Divine and Human, fome will do the fame ro your felf, 
Yes, I already fee the eideft of your Children (for mine 
will never be capable of ic) defirous to give you 
that Poyfon which you accufe me unjuftly of. I fee, 
Tfay, all the Adminiftrators of your Fury become your 
moft cruel Enemics: S:lome, Pherorus, and Antipater 
thall be moft violentiy obnoxious to you: 1 fee you ha- 
ted of all Peopie, cecefted of al] Princes, execiated to 
Potterity 5 and perhaps you fhall become fo odious to 
your fel, that after you have fhed all the Blood of your 
Race, Defprir Shall put 2 Dagger in your Hand, ro de- 
liver the World from fo dangerous an Enemy bu: it 
may alfo be that you cannot make an end when you 
would, 
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would, and you fhall have the misfortune to endure in 
this Life the Punifhments that are prepar’d for you in 
another. Behold, unjuft and cruel Herod, the Prophefy 
which the unhappy Mavzamne, dying unjuftly, makes 
of you; who, in this her laft Day, looks upon you 
rather as a Subje& revolted, or as her Tyrant, than 
either her King or Husband, 





CoNSEQUENCE, 


This affléfed and generous Beauty cbtain'’d what fhe 
defir'd from her Husband, as well as from Pofterity; 
for, the one gave her Death, Pother preferv'd her Glo- 
ry, Ifhou'd think mine great if, after fo many Ages, 
J cou'd alfo contribute fomething to bers, cfpecially if 
my Meditations were not judg'd unworthy of ber, 1 
wou'd fuy more, if the Author of The Holy Court bad 
not fuid all; but a5 he weas too carefat to beave any 
thing in fo noble a Field, I am too vain to appear un- 
profitable after him, it fuffices that 1 bcbold his 
Triumph without being ty'd 40 bis Chariot, and I bud 
rather quit my Arms, than fee him amidft bis Tree 
phies, 


Cleo 
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PRELUDE, 
After the lofs cf tie Bartel at AGium, oec2fien'd hy 
Cleapatra’s fight, feihav'd by that of Ane 
thony, be bud jure jeateufe that fre would betray 
kim, and teflified his Refontmens to bers but that 
duvely and juft Reypcan, who defird to take amay 
frombim any Dip cffisn thar cou'd be difadyaniae 
gesus tober, fpoke thu ta him in bebulf of ber Inno. 
cence, Ihave cu cfully grounded upon the beft Hie 
ferg rhe Words doc mete Gat of thas uc. 
and according to my Apprenenfion, offer'd whar fhe 
cou'd fay at that time to that initared Lover, 









$ iz tue then, that Antheny couid fafpeA Cleopatra 

to have favour’d his Enemy ? tiat he could think 

fhe wou’d with her own Hand pluck the Crown 
from him which ViStory was placing on his Head? 
ard, to fay all in one word, that he believ’d the had be- 
tray’d him? Ah! if iz be fo, and iz by my Difcourse 
I can’t convince you, by giving you other Thonghis of 
my Fidelity, I defireno more Lire; and Death is the 
end of my Withes, No, Zutbony, if 1 be dead in your 
Heart, L wiiliive no lorger in the World; and perhaps 
my Death may let you fee that I have not defir’d yours, 
But I pray you tell me ( moft illcflrious Emperor!) 
what way, by whar Liberalicies, or by what Hopes, 
coud Ocfavius corrupt my Fidelity : This furely can’ 
be anew Paffiun, that hack furpriz’d my Heart in con~ 


quezing 





22- Cleopatra to Mark-Anthony. | 


quering his, fiace we are equally unknown to one ano. 
ther: This coud not be fo by Prefents; for, What 
cou’d J receive from him that I have not receiv'd trom 
you, who have given me whole Kingdoms, and made 
me reign over moft part of Afia 2 But it rwere crue, 
that Icou'd have refolv’d co leave you and follow his 
Party, what Seeuricy could I have taken from his 
Words? Where are che Pledges he has fent me in affu- 
rance of our Treary ? What Places hazh he render’d to 
meg? Why, Antdeny, cou’d I have trufted my felf to 
Czfar's Word, he who is Ocfavius’s Brother, he who 
publickly dectar’d War again me in Rume, and who 
knew me much decre: under the Name of the Egyptian 
(inore famous, faid he, by her Enchantments chan her 
Beauty) than char of Cle patra? Why Anthcny, cou'd 
T have been affur’d of him? By that Clecpatva would 
have loaded her felf with Chains; fhe wou’d with her 
own Hands have ty’d her Aims to che triumphant Cha- 
riot of her Enemy, and (which is alfo worfe) Anthony's 
Enemy ; and by an Imprudence aud Ingratitude which 
never had Example, fhe would have berray’d one who 
pecray'a nis own Glory tor love of her, who hath made 
himfelfan Enemy to his Country for her fake, and hath 
abandon’d Cefar’s Sifter rather than forfake her ; who 

_ hach divided his Power with her, who hath preferr’d 
her Interefts co thofe of the Roman Empire, and who, 
to fay a'}, nach abfolutely given her his Heart? 

Ah, my Anthony ! all chee chings are unlikely, and 
ir almoft {uffices co fay, that I have not forgot my Obli- 

ations to you, to make me appear innocent, But if it 

© permitted me to add one other Reafon, I fhall fay, 
that 2s che Generous never forget the good Deeds of each 
ozher, fo none cave to deftroy their own Propriety; 
and we fhouid rarely by Injuries deface the good Offices 
we do to any, ; 

Confider then, if it be poffible, (pardon me for fpeak~ 
ing fo) chat after I nad done all tor you I cou’d, my feif 
wou'd extingnifh che memory of it in your Soul, and 
cf my own inclination infufe Hatred in that Heart, 
whofe Empire hath coft me fo many Vows, and fo much 

Pains: 
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Pains: For if you remember, my dear Anthony, you 
were rather my Congueft, than I yours, Fame hadi. 
yea me a Picture of you, which poffefling me with ad- - 
' miracion, made me defign to overcome in your Perfon 
the Conqueror of all others: And tho’ my Eyes had 
fomecimes gain’d famous Vidtories, and could have rec.. 
ion'd among their Captives Cefars and Demigods, yet 
I rrufted not to their Charms ; I fufpeted my Beaury 
at thar time, and thought it wanted force to conquer 
you; and, as you were the moft magnificent of all Men, 
I cid not with chat Love should take poifeffion of your 
Heart, buc by Magnificence ; and that the Day of its 
furprize fhould feem rather a Day of Triumph than ot 
Baztel, 

Idefir’d to dazzle your Eyes then by the beauty of my 
Arms; for, ifyou remember, my dear Anthony, the 
firft Day I faw you I fhined in a Ship whofe Poup was 
all Gold, the Sails Purple, and the Oars Silver, which 
by their equal Cadence imicared the found of divers In- 
ftiuments in perfeét harmony, Iwas under 2 Pavilion 
of wrought Gold, and knowing your Birth was noble, 
becanfe defcended from Hercules, I conceal’d nor my 
Vefturve, equalling that which was given to Venus, All 
my Women were fplendidly cloath’d, as Nymphs; an 
hundred little Cupzds round about me, were alfo an 
Effeét of the Defire I had to overcome you; for indeed, 
my dear Anthony, that little Aimour was made only 
apainft you, 

*Twas not then without defign I overcame you, em- 
pioying all things to that end; and nothing that Beau- 
ty, Skill, or Magnificence could do was forgot at that 
time, I know very well tis Imprudence to {peak ro 
you of all thofe things, ina time fo differing from the 
Felicity of that, but that Day was fo glorious to me, I 
can never forget it, And moreover, to fpeak rational- 
ly, that Remembrance is not unprofitable for my Vin- 
dication ; for to think tha: I my felf wou'd relinquith 
my Conquefts, fuch Thoughts never entei’d into the 
Mind of any Conqueror: Certainly Alexander wou'd 
have yvasher chofen to lofe Macedonia than Perfia; 

chat 
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thac Kingdom was his Father’s Etats, but this was his 
own, Andby the fame Reafon I wou’d rather have 
loft my felfthan you, You know aif, if I be net mi- 
ftaken, that I was no fevere Conquere{s 5 the Chains I 
ave you were of no weight ; my Laws had nothing of 
Rudenefs inthem; and in the manner I us’d you, tt had 
been hard to know who was Victorious, 

Since chat, what have I done, Anthony, to make me 
be fufpeéted? Ic is true, 1 forgot my own Glory, bur it 
was for love of you. Yes, I have fuffer’d my {elf co be 
opprobrioufly fpoken of in Rome: And alcho’ the Pride 
of your Country (chat treats all Strangers like Barba- 
vians, and all Queens like Slaves) hinder’d me from be- 
ing your Wile, the Affection which I have for your Pez- 
fon is fo ftrong, that I have not left off to be yours, Yes, 
Anthony, Liov'd you more than my Honour, and mote 
than my Life: I thought ic could not be unjuft to love 
2 Man worthy of being rank’d among the Gods; and 
that the Paffion which I had ia my Soul, had fo noble 
a Canfe, inact it woula render me excufable: So that 
without confidering what mistortunes were prepar’d 
for me, 1 hayz moit conftantly lov’d you, ever fince 
the firlt Day that I gave you my Promife. Judge from 
that, if I had Power to betray you, or, to fpeak be:~ 
ter, if I would betray my felf. It is true, I fled, but, 
generous Anthony, if Tiook Flight, it was for love of 
yous I flighted the Vigtory to préferve your Life, and 
your Perfon was dearer to me than your Glory or mine, 

I well fee that this Difcourfe aftonilhes and furprizes 
you; buc for your Infermation, permit me to tell 
what Condition my Soul was in, when in the midit of 
the Fight T faw you all cover’d with Darts and Flames, 
The Death which I faw in fo many Places made me 
apprehenfive of yours; and all rhe Enemy’s Javelins 
feem’d to me to addrefs theméelves againft you: And, 
in the manner that my Imaginaticn repreveared the 
Affair to me, I thought all Cefar’s Army defir’d ro fight 
none but Anthony, I many times fancy’d that I faw 
you drage’d by rorce to be the Enemys Vallal, or fall 
dead at their Feer, ; 
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And altho’ thofe who were round about me, aflur’d 
me that I was deceiv’d by my Eyes, and that the Vio- 
ry was till uncertain; what did I not fay ia thofe faral 
Moments ! and what Grief did I nor feel! Ah, my dear 
Uathony! did you but know the Sorrows of a Soul 
thac fees the Perfon belov’d every minure ig hazard of 
dying, you would find it the moft terrible Torment 
that can be endur’d, My Heart receiv’d all the blows 
which were aim’d at yous I was Captive every time 
I thought you fo, and Death ic felf hath nothing fo rude 
a3 what I fuffer’d at that time, In chat deplorable Con- 
dition, I found no remedy for my Grief: And my Ima- 
ginaciou was ingenious in adding thereto; after havin 
perfwaded me, thar al] the Enemies defir’d your Death, 
immediately ict perfwaded me, that they refolv’d to pre- 
ferve your Life, thereby to make themfelves Mafters of 
your Liberty, The firft Thought did certainly give me 
alittle Eafe, but the Image of Cefar’s Triumph pre- 
fenting ic felf al] at once co me, I relaps’d into my for- 
mer Defpair, It was not, my dear cdathony, that I 
believ'd you capable of following a Conqueror’s Chariot, 
but [ thought, to fhun chat fupreme Misfortune, you 
would have recourfe to Death: So that whatever Way 
it was, T always found my felf equally unhappy. I be- 
thought me of what Poyfon I fhould chufe, that I might 
follow you: And there is no fatal Refolution which paft 
not in my Mind, I thought more than twenty times to 
caft my felf into the Sea, to free me from rhe Agony ¥ 
was ins yet becaufe I could nor die without fortaking 
you, T could not purfue that defign. 

But coming of a fudden to confider the ftrong Paffion 
which you always teltify'd to me, I thought if you 
fhouid fee me abandon the Army, you would alfo for- 
fake it, and by that I found the means of preferving 
your Life and Liberty together, For (faid I to my feit, 
aker framing that Refolution) Cafar doth not feekViato- 
ty f much as the Life or Liberty of anthony > And 
upon Condition that he have neither the one nor the 
ocher, I thall be glad to lofe the Battel, In fine, my 
dear wdgthony, I did what my Affe&ion and Defpair 
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counfel’d me todo, and you did what I expected from 
your Love. I had no fooner feen you quit your Ship, 
and take a Galley to follow me, but my Heart was 
feiz’d with a furprizal of Joy; mechoughe I gain’d the 
Bartel, becaufe I preferv’d you; and beginning to think 
that Cefar would be content to exchange his Fortune 
for mine, Iwas partly comforted under all my dif 
graces, But that which yielded me moft Satisfa&tion 
in that fatal day, was to fee Anthony capable of prefer- 
ring Cleopatra to the defire of conquering his Enemics ; 
that he lov’d bercer to follow her, tho’ unfortunate, than 
to purfue the Victory ; and in fine, that the Empire of 
the World was nor fo dear to him as Cleopatra, This 
thought is fo pleafant, that tho’ my Flight rank’d us 
among the conquer’d, I can’t repent me; and as the cafe 
is, the Bartel of eAdtium fhall not be fo glorious to 
Cafar as to Cleopatra: He overcame Soldiers who 
wanted their Commander, but Cleopatra {aw the moit 
Valiant of all che Heroes throw away his Arms, and 
follow her. But to perfect my Vindication, remember 
my dear Anthony, that as foon as you were difengag’d 
from your Ship, I caus’d a Banner to be fet upon the 
Poup of mine, to advertife you where you fhould find 
me, Judge then if that could be the AGion of a Cri. 
minal} for if I had defign’d to be feparated from you, 
"twas eafy: for me not to have receiv’d you, becaufe L 
had fixty Sail, and you had bur one fingle Galley. If 1 
had betray’c you, I might have eafity deliver’d you 
into Cefar’s Hands, and by that given him truly the 
Viory. 

Tf Thad eflay’d to rank my {elf on the Enemy’s fide, 
the Flight which 1 took might have been fufpicious to 
you; I would fay your fufpicions are juft: But on the 
contrary, my Flight having been th2 Effect of my De- 
pair and Love, you fhould complain of Fortune, and 
not accufe Cleopatra, ; 

Further, do not imagine that that Viétory fhall ei- 
ther be very glorious to Cefur, or your retreat fhame- 
ful to you; you fled not trom your Enemies, you only 


follow'd Cleoputra,  Youx Soldiers were conquer’d by 
as Cafar, 
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Csfar, but you only by Love. If this Barcel had beea. 
the frit occafion of War, wherein you had been engag’d, 
your Valour might have been queftion’d, -but it is fo 
univerfally knowa, that none are ignorant of ir. There 
are fearce any People, among whom you have not given, 
Proof of your Courage in the beginning of your Youth, 
and certainly you muft have given many, becaule the 
erent Fulzns Cafar chofe you to command the lets Wing 
of his Army, in the famous Batcel of Piarfatia, and 
in a day whereon the conquelt of the Empire of all the 
World depended. ; 

And further, Offaviw knows fufficiently that you aze 
ckilful in the Arc of fignting or conquering : That Bar- 
tel which ou gain’d ayainft Caffins will not permit 
him to doube, much lefs ke Viory you gain’d over 
Brutus; and ever at this rime it may be fatd, thac you 
have ovércome Oéaviu's Conquerors, becafe, you 
know that he loft the Barcel fome days before, and bafe~ 
ly fled in prefence of thofe whom you foon aiter did c- 
vercome: Bur with this difference, that Love caus’d 
your flight, and perhaps Fear made hie. You fe then, 
my dear Antony, that you are conquer’d withour dif- 
grace, and that your Enemies have overcome without 
Honour. Moreover, our Affairs are nor yet defperate, 
you have a flrong Army 2gainft Afium, which is aot 
yet under Cefar’s Colours: My Kingdoms have alfo 
Men, Money, and fortiiy’d Places 5 ana I wifh char all 
my Subje&s may lofe che iaft drop of their Bicod to 
preferve yours, and your Liberty, Bur, in fine, when 
Fortune thal} unjattly take from you thefe Crowns, 
which your Meri: and Vaiour have gain’d by Force, 
know that Cleopatia’s Love fhall nor diminifh. No, 
my dear Anthony, when that Enemy of illuftrious Per- 
fons Laall reduce us to live under a Cottage of Straws 
in fome Place remote from the Sociery of the. World, 
Ifhall have for you the fame Paffion that I had in that 
blefs'd hour wherein you gave Kingdoms, and wherein 
22 Kings were to be feen in your Train, Think not 
then that Misfortune can fright me, there is bur one 
which I can never fuffer with you, and (doubilefs) 
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which you alfo will not endure, Yes, Cleopatva can 
be exii’d with Anthony and not complain; fhe can 
renounce all the Splendor of Royalty, and yet preferve 
her defires of Life ; but Bondage is that which fhe can 
never endure, and which fhe knows you will not fuffer 
no more than the, Be then affur’d, that I’m fo far from 
hav'ng Intelligence with Cefar, I give you my Promife 
to die, rather than rruft to him, or put my (elf in ha- 
zard of ferving his Triumph, 

No, edatheny, I will never carry Chains, and if For- 
tune be fo perverfe to me, that J can have no way to 
chufe, buc that of Rome or Death, the furrendering 
of my Life fhall juftify your Love to me, and my Innc- 
cence, Bur, before we come to that extream Remedy, 
Jer us do all things to refift our Enemies, let us preferve 
our Liie fo long as we cen without fhame ; for, in fine, 
it fhould not be indifferent to us, while we love each 
other perfetiy, My dzar Anthony, I perceive me- 
thinks by your Eyes, that my Difcourfe hath not been 
unprofitable: They tell me that your Heart repents of 
having unjuftly fufpected me 5 that it fees my Innocence 
as pure as itis; and that the love it bas for me is fo 
great, chaz it forbears not yet tu love the Ferfon who 
rob’d your Hands of the Vi&ory. For me, my dear 
Anthony, you fhall always be my ftrongeft and laf 
Paffion ; I do acknowledge, that in the time I did aoc 
kaow you, Fulins Cafar’s Glory did touch my Heart ; 
and that I could not hinder my felf from loving a Man, 
who over all the World pafs’d for the firft of Mortals: 
AMan, I fay, whom you formerly judg’d worthy the 
Empire of the World, becaufe you gave him his firft 
Honour, by putting a Diadem upon his Head in the 
middle of Rome; and who, after his Death, by a brave 
and heroick Oration which you made to the Roman 
People, caus’d him to be fet zmongft the Gods, who 
chas’d Brutus and Caffive, burn’d their Places, and fig- 
naliz’d your Courage and Friendfhip, 

But fince the time I have feen you, Ican affure you 
that yon have Sovereignly reign'd in my Soul, and 
Shall reign there contigually. *Tis an Empire wae 

or 
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Fortune hath not given you, and which being wichous. 
ics domination, fhall ever be yours in {pight of its In- 
juttice, Ic may overturn Kingdoms and Empires, but 
it fhall never change my Heart; and whatever doth 
ufually deftroy the ftrongeft Affeétions, fhall but for- 
tine mine: And to teftify to you, rhatIcan love bet- 
ter than you, I will not fufpe& your Friendfhip of any 
weaknefs, Yes, Anthony, I do believe thas although 
Cleopatra hazn caus’d ail your Misfortunes, fhe fhail 
ever make all your Happineis; and that without re~ 
pencing you of having ever lov’d her, fhe fhall always 
ieign in your Heart, as you coin hers, Let us po then, 
my cear Anthsay, let us go to Alexandria, to do our 
lait Endeavours to conquer thofe who have overcome us, 
‘cis there, there (perhaps) we fhall yer find wherewithal 
t) fubdue the infocence of our Enemies, But if ir come 
t) pats that Heaven hath refolv’d our Ruin, that Fortune 
Lecome refolute to perfecute us, that Hope be abfolutely 
ceay’d us, that all your Friends abandon you, that all my 
Subjeéts becray me, and join with the ftronger Party 5 
is, I fay, ic come to pafs that all thefe rhings befal us, 
we (hall fill find our Tomb in dlexandriz 5 and to 
merit from our Enemies the Favour of lecting our Afhes 
remain there together, we mult fignalize our Death by 
thunning Bondage; and in thar manner we {hall rob 
them ofthe nobleft Fruits of their Vidory, and conquer: 
Saper Limiels by Death, 
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CoNSEQUENCE. 


Lovers let themfelves be eafily perfooaded by fuch 
things as pleafe lig and ioe sf this (ait ‘be 
fier of Nilus fazl’d not to attratt Anthony’s Mind to 
wobat pe defi’'d, He did not follew Cleopatra to for- 
fake ber afterward , and his Choler being the Effect of 
bis Love, as well as his Flight bad been, ’twds as eafie to 
appeafe 2t as to fly, He then believ'd all fhe fad to 
him, and os his fufpecting her Fidelity, but not 
the lofs of the Empive of she World for peeve her. 
He follow'd ber to Alexandria, where, tho’ {he was more 
generous that feeond than the firft time, they were not 
always happy. And of all the things that fhe promis’d 
em, Cleopatra could give Anthony but the half of her 
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PRELUDE 


After conquering the Indians, Alexander the Great 
married Statira, one of Darius’s Daughters : Then 
’rwas that Sifigambes, Mother of that Princefs, 
abandon'd her Soul to the Love and Inclination fhe 
bad to that invincible Conqueror, She at that time 
remember'd all he had done for her ; and as her Souk 
was Noble, we immediately teftified her Gratitude 
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believe you to be the Son of Fupzter 5 an ordi- 

nary Man can’t be capable of fo much Virtue, 

There have been feveral times Victories and Conquerors 
known, but never was a Perfon found like you, who 
have made the Conquered equal with the Conqueror ; 
nor any that have divided the Empires they have con- 
quer’d with the Children of their Enemies, In fine, 
Ulexander, tho’ you were of human Blood, and not of 
that of the gods, *tis moft certain you deferve Incenfe 
and Alrars: I appeal to the noble Inftances of your Va~ 
lour, the Publication of thofe marvelous Exploits you 
have done, in maftering the World; for I purpofe to 
entertain you only with your Clemency and Goodnefs. 
You know, generous Alexander, if 1 fhould erect a 
Trophy of your Enemies Spoils to your honour, & ee ; 
; there 


T HIS Day, invincible Alexander, obliges me to 
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there find reafon for forrowful Tears flowing in abua- 
dance, in a day wherein I ought co exprefs my Joy, 
This does not proceed from my beiag ignorant that I 
fhall not there fee the Body of my Son; for I remember 
you were fo generoufly good, as to cover it with your 
Royal Cloak, and bedew it with your Tears, when you 
approach’d the Place where that great Prince expir’d 
by the Cruelties of treacherous Bejfus, and faw him in 
fo deplorable a condition. No, Alexander, in this jun- 
ure of affairs 1 fhould nor look upon you as the oid 
Enemy of Daviw, but as the Revenger of his Death, 
asthe Proteétor of his Mother and Wile, as the Hus- 
band of his Daughter, and as the lawful Heir of the grea: 
Cyrus's Throne, In fhorr, you know what were my 
Son’s laft Words: He teftified his Gratitude for the 6- 
bligations I was indebted to you for; he made Vows 
for your Glory 5 he affur’d you he died your Friend and 
Servant, and, without irnploying the few Minutes he 
had to live in bewailing his Misfortune,wifh’d you Con- 
queror of the Univerfe: He hoped you’d revenge his 
Death; that you'd rake care to perpetuate his Memo- 
ry; and he alfo left to you the rewarding Polyftratus 
for the little Water he gave him, that he might the 
more diftin@ly pronounce thofe things which he had 
to fay to your Glory. 

O my dear Daviws! you were truly iy Son in fpeak- 
ing fo of Alexander; I give Thanks to the gods, that 
at laft you had Power ro acknowledge what we owe to 
his Clemency and Goodnefs. ’Tis for thofe two Virtucs, 
O invincible Hevo! That I admire you this day; the 
whole Worid is fill’d with the noife of your Viktories ; 
You are the Mafter and Conqueror of all Men; the 
meaneft of your Exploits are known to all; the very 
diverfions of your Infancy fhall be Pat-erns to all Kings 
that come after yous What your Conquefts have been 
is every where known, none are ignorant what a glo- 
rious War you made in Greece; the fplendid Ruins of 
Thebes, which you razed, are eternal Signs that you 
were its Conqueror, The Battel you gain’d ar the 
Paflage of the Garaéck, equally maniieits your Conducé 
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and Courage: None can be ignorant of what you did 
in the day of Iifus, nor of what pafs’d at the famous 
Siege of Tyre; The Battel of Arabella had too remark- 
able Circumttances not to be known thro’ the whole 
World, 

The Conqueft of the Indians, and the defeat of Por- 
razon the Bank of Hydafpes, are Erernal Monuments of 
your Glory. For ’tis not only known that you excell’d 
that great King, bu 'tis alfo frefh in memory, that after 
you had conquer’d his Kingdom, you reftor’d it to him 
yreaer than ’twas before: And in this manner, if it 
he allow’d fo to fpeak, you may not only be call’d the 
yanquifher of this Prince, but the Conqueror of Porrm 3 
becaufe it feems yuu did nor fight but to make him 
greater. 

The City of Oxidraxes, where you fo refolurely ex- 
pas'd your felt, is known all the World over: ’Tis 
Yook’d upon as the Field of Battel, where your great 
Heart feem’d equally to defy Death and Fortune, and 
where you furmounted both, In fine, Alexander, there 
may be every where Teitimonies found of your Valour 
and Conquefts ; wherefore, without fpeaking to you, I 
content my felf with praifing your Clemency and Good- 
ueis, But, what do I fay? thofe two Virtues are as ge~ 
nerally known as your Courage: For if (as I have al- 
ready faid) you are the Mafter and Conqueror of all 
Men, it may be alfo faid that you are all Mens Bene- 
ta&or. <= 

"Twill be faid that the gods have put into your Hands 
all the Favours they us’d cto beftow 5 that they have e- 
ftablith’d youto be the diftributer of great Rewards 3 
and that they have given you a Commiffion to make all 
the World happy. You no fooner conquer a Kingdom, 
bur yon give ir; your Enemies are no fooner your Sub- 
jeéts, bur they become your Friends ; and you no fooner 
conquer them, bur you become their Protector, 

T have {fo famous an Example in my Perfon of what 
I fay, that 1 can’e doubt it without being. Criminal. 
For, moft invincible Alexander ! { thall never forget 


the Favours I have receiv’d from you. 
Yes, 
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Yes, I fhall always remember the difinal Day where- 
o1 my Daughter and I became your Prifoners: Fear of 
Bondage had pofle{t our Spirits wich fuch horridVifons, 
thar Death appear’d the greateft Happinefs that could 
befal us, We nad ioft the Battel with the Throne; we 
believ’d Darius already loft ; and that which was moft 
infupportable to us, was, we thought that we fhould be 
neceflirated to die by our own Hands, to fhun the Info- 
lence of the Conquerors, 

But alas! Idid noc then know Alexander, for (faid1 
to my felf) I am the Mother of the greateft of his Ene- 
mies, becaufe Darzi is the moft powerful of all them 
who refited him; and judging or you by the reft, I 
fear’d you as much then asf love youncw. This ua- 
juft Fear was of no continuance in my Mind, rhe Sight 
of you quickly diflipated ir; and I alfo remetnber, the 
firft time I had the Honour of feeing you, you pardon’d 
me a Fault becaufe I did nor know you, and becaufe the 
Trouble I was in gave me nor Liberty to confider the 
thing naturally, (you know I took the generous Ephe- 
Pion for you) and that without being angry, you faid 
to me, that I was not miftaken, becaufe iE was the 
Second Alexander, That Sign of Moderation towards 
me, and of Friendfhip towards your Favourite, began 
to give me jufter Thoughts of you, and iet into my Soul 
that Hope which Fear had chas’d from it. And certain- 
Jy you this day teftifie, that Epbeftion is as dear to you 
as your felf; becaufe having defign’d to marry the eldeft 
of my Daughters your felf, you gave the other to this 
Second Alexander, 

Since that, what have you not done for me? You 
have not only treated me as a Queen, tho’ I was Captive, 
but you have treated me as your Mother, and you have 
done me‘the Favour always to call meio, Every time 
that any new Subject of Grief did befal me, you have 
had the Goodnefs to folace me ; I have feen you (with 
Refpect to me) weep for your Victories, I have feen you 
troubl’d at Davius’s Death, I have feen you careful of 
his Funeral and Tomb, I have feen you expofe your 
Life co revenge hisDeath, I have feen you ee the 
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Traytor Beflus, who did affaffine him ; I have feen ycu 
reward them who were faichful co him; and I fee you 
alfo this day reftore Darius to the Throne, by placing 
there his Daughter and mine, 

But the mot wonderful of all the AGtions'that I have 
feen you do for Darius, is, that Lhave fomerimes feen 
this Alexander, Conqueror of the Univerfe, have fo 
much Virtue, as not to truft to his own: And not to 
expofe himfelf to the Eyes of Davius's Wife, fearing 
jeaft he fhould be conquer’d by her Beauty, 

Al! after all this ic muft certainly be acknowledg’d, 
that all that can be faid of you is far below your Merit: 
You have both together the Chaftity of my Sex, and the 
Virtues of all the Heroes, who have oaly preceeded you 
in Age, 

There can be no good Qualities which are not to be 
found in your Perfon in the higheft degree, and it may 
be faid thac Virtues are perfected in your Soul, and take 
anew luftre, That which is Temerity in any other, is 
bur a fimple Effe& of your Courage, and excefs of good 
can’t be vicious in you: You give profufely, and yer 
without Prodigality; becaufe you do not only propor- 
tion the Prefents you-meke to them who receive ’em, 
buz co them who give ’em. 

So that Towns, whole Provinces, millions of Gold, 
Sceptres, and Crowns, are things which Alexander can 
give without being prodigal: For, as he hath receiv’d 
more Favours from Heaven than any cther, ’tis expect- 
ed he fhou’d give accordingly. This Truth is too well 
known to you, and you pradtife it perfeétly, Thar af _ 
ter you had conquer’d all cheWorld, and given it almoft 
wholly to divers Perfons, you was ask’d what you had 
referv’d for your felf, you anfwer’d, Hepe, 

And indeed I rave often wonder’d to fee, that you no 
fooner had any ching in your power than you put it in 
another’s 5 notwithftanding which, you defifted not to 
be always liberal, even to the Undeferving, This Re- 
flection made me think Alexander like the Sea, which 
no fooner receives in its vat Breaft the Tribute which 
all the Founcains, Rivers, and Floods carry to it, but 
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renders it, with Intereft, to other parts of the Uni- 
verfe: What fhe takes from the Perfians the reftores to 
the Greeks; the Shipwrecks fhe makes does nor enrich 
her ; fhe makes no-body poor, but to augment the For. 
tune of others, andthat without keeping any thing, ei- 
ther of what is given her, or what fhe ufurps: She al- 
ways rouls her Waves with an equal motion, 

Juft fo tis with Things you receive from graceful 
Subjects, either the Tribute they pay you, or theCon- 
quefts you make ; you receive ’em with one Hand, and 
give ’em with t’other : The very Contributions you re. 
ceive from your Enemies ferve but to enrich your Sol- 
diers; fo that be it in Peace or War, in a Tempelt or a 
Calm, you equally do Good to all, without regard to 
your felf, 

Neverthelefs there’s this difference between the O- 
cean and you, that all which goes thence returns, bur 
what departs from your Hands never does. 

Further, twill be glcrious for you to fee People in 
your Hiftury that have refus’d your Gilts becaufe you 
gave too much, and none found complaining becaufe you 
gave top little, Your Liberality is fo much the more 
excellent’ in that it is not blind, "Tis crue, you do Good 
to all the World, but not always without Confidera- 
tion, - ., 

All the Days of your Life are not thofe of Donations 
to the People, where, without diftin&ion, you throw 
Treafures among the Croud, but the Lucky only have 
the advantage, 

Ariftotle’s Difciple knows better how to ufe Riches, 
and where Liberality ought to be prattis’d: Yes, 4- 
lexander, you have reconcil’d Fortune with Virzue ; 
we fee Philofophers, Poets, Muficians, Limners, and 
Statuaries in abundance, who all exe-t themfelves for 
your Glory, as well as theirown, We fee, I fay, Phi- 
lofophers practife the Policy they teach in governing 
vait Dominions: We fee Poets carry at once an Harp of 
Gold, and a Quiver of Ebony, to fonnd your Triumphs 
aid command your Provinces, We fee Muficians with 
Lutes of Ivory, who imploy their Inftruments no other 
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ways than to praife you, and {peak of your Felicity, 
We fee Limners, as rich as the mighty Princes have . 
teen formerly, that have been courted to work for ’em, 
We fee Stacuaries not only make ufe of Marble, Ala- 
tater, and Porphyry in their Statues, but have Palaces 
of their own, where all thofe things are feen, 

In fine, all ingenious Arts and Sciences fourith under 
your Reign, It fhall likewife be faid, chat as the Gods 
have made a Miracle of you, fo Nature was likewife 
defirous ro ufe irs greateft Skill for the love of ye; you 
have Ariflotles, Xenophontes's, Apelles's, Litippes's, 
wc, who owing their Felicity and Glory to you, fhalf 
aifo beltow their Labour upon yours; and future Ages 
that (hall by chance fee the Pictures thefe famous Men 
will leave of you, either by their Wricings, their ex- 
cellent Draughts, or their Statues, flull envy that of the 
Great Alexander, 

All the Virtues of that Time fhall be wilh’d in this ¢ 
You {hall be the Model of great Princes, and the Scourge 
of perverfe ; and while there fhall be Men, you fhall be 
{poken of as 2Gad. I certainly wonder no more that 
our great Xerxes, with all his Power, cou’d not?perfect 
what Defigns he had conceiv’d; for, fince Greece was 
to educate you, the Gods had reafon enough to preferve 
the World’s Conqueft for you, Paes 

If Xerxes had accomplith’d his Enterprize, perhaps 
ke woud have been call’d the Tyrant and Scourge of 
the Univerfe ; bur for you, you are the Legitimate 
Prince of all rhe Peopie whom you have couquer’d, you 
are fenc from Heaven for the World’s Felicicy, and 
thera’s juit Subject for Ammon, the Oracle of Fupiter, 
to fay, iat you were his Son,and therefore invincible, 

No, Alexander, none can exceed you, neither in 
War nor Virtue; and, afer the Defign you have made 
to day of replacing Davéus on the Throne, by dividing’ 
i: with his Daughter Statzra, there’s nothing more re- 
mains for you to do, or me co wilh, bue the Conti- 
nuance ot your Glory. ’Tisnot that I dread its being 
taken from you, no, Ihave no fuch Thought, but Pm 
airaid Mens Injuftice will render them unvoschy of ha~ 
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ving you long for their Mafter: Or, that the Gods, 
jealous of our Happinefs, recal you cto themfelves, 
Which fhould it come to pafs, I do aflure you, moft. 
invincible Alexander ! I will not ftay in the World 
after you: I could live after Darts, who was my Son; 

_ but after all the Obligations which I have had from 

- you, 1 fhall not furvive Alexander, I had not told 
you fuch fad Thoughts in a day of rejoicing, if I had 
not believ’d that ic would be advantageous to you, that 
it fhould be known there was a Princefs, that there 
was, I fay, 2 Mother, and if I dare fay, a virtuous 
Mother, who (without bafenefs, and without injultice) 
has lov’d you better than her own Son, tho’ you were 
her Enemy. Pardon me then {0 doleful 2 Thought, be- 
caufe ’tis glorious co you; and believe that when my 
Withes are exhaufted, your Glory fhall not only be 
immortal, but your Perfon likewife, 





an mre 


~CoNSEQUENCE.. 


Alexander muft be known, if the Confequence of this 
- Difcourfe be queftion’d, That great and generous Souk 
did again redouble bis good Offices to that illuftrious 
Princefs, and did fo gain her Heart, that foon after 
the Death of this invincible Conqueror fell out in Ba- 
bylon, fhe fail’d not to keep ber Promife, for fhe dy'd 
of Sorrow: And certainly that Death was a glovtow 
Sign of Alexander’s pee Therefore when fome 
excellent Orator fhall employ all bis Act to make a 
famous Elogy, when be bas, I fay, magnificently ex. 
aggerated all bis brave Aliens, I believe I fhall fy 
fomething Greater and more Extraordinary, than when 
L only fay that Sifigambes endar'd the Death of ber 
Son Darius, and could not bear with that of the great 
Alexander, She liv’d after the one, and dyd after the 
other; and Virtue was of more force with ber than 
Nature. O the brave Panegyrick! But why? it was 
fer Alexander, 
Sopho- 
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Sophonisba to Maffmiffa. 








PRELUDE, 

After that, by the Romans affiftance, MafMinifla bud 
renconquer'd the Kingdom of his Fathers, and taken 
Siphax Préfoner, who bad ufurp'd it, he befieg’d and 
took the Town of Sirthe, whither Sophonisba, W2fe 
of that captive King, was retir’d, The Charms of 
that fair Atrican made ftrong impreffions in bis 
Heart, and the Numidians being naturally inclin'’d 
to Love, he was no fooner Vitforious, but be began 
to be Conquer'd. But coming to make a eka 
upon the auftere Humor of Scipio, be doubted not 
bu being defirou to bave that beautiful Cap- 
tive Qucen led in Triumph, to binder which, te 
marry'd ber the fame day, not thinking that after 
that any-body would make ses of the Wife of 
a King, allied to the Roman People, But fearcely 
was this fudden Marriage celebrated, when Scipiv, 
being inform’d of zt, fent by Lellius to order Math- 
niffa to come to bim, and give an Account of bis 
VitFory, But Sophonisba,who had a natural aver fon 
to the Romans, but more to Bondage, feeing fomer 
thing in the Eyes of Lellius denoting Trtumph, thus 
Spoke to Maffiniffa at bis parting with ber, 


My Lord, 

Plainly perceive by Lelliws’s Procedure, that For- 
tune is not yet weary of perfecuting me: That 
after haying, in one and the fame Day, loft my 

E2 Crown, 
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Crown, my Husband, aad my Liberty, and by a Capricia 
of that inconftant thing, found again my Liberty, an 
illuftrious Husband, and 2 Crown; I perceive plainly, 
I fey, that ’tis yet ready after fuch ftrange Accidents to 
make me !lofe all, 

Lellivs {ecing of me, hath doubtiefs judg’é me hand- 
fome enough to honour Sezpéo’s Triumph, and follow 
his Chariot; I heve {een in his Eyes the Idea of what 
he bears in his Mind, and the defign which he has in his 
Heart ; bur perhaps he has nor difcover’d what J have 
ininine, He knows noz that defire of Liberty is much 
ftronger in me than that of Life; and chat for prefer- 
ving the firft, I’m capabie of lofing Vother with Joy. 

Yes, I clearly perceive, my dear Muffinta, that you 
are going to fiphr againft Itrong Enemies: ‘Che Severi:y 
of Sczpéo’s Humor, join’d co the Roman Autterity, will 
doubtlefs give you 2 {harp reprimand: He will think it 
ftrange, that in the very Day of your Victory, and in 
the very Day of your re-raking the Crown which be- 
Yong’d to you, you thould have thought of Marriage, 
and have chofen for your Wile, not only that of your 
Enemy, but a Captive, a Carthagenian, the Daughter 
of Hafdruball, and the Enemy of Rome. 

NeverthelefS, my Lord, remember that at this time 
you fhould not look upon me neither as the Wile of 
Sipbax, nor as a Captive, nor as a Carthagentan, nor as 
Hafdrubail’s Davghter, nor as the Enemy of Rome, tho’ 
T glory in being fo; but as the Wife of the illuftrious 
Majfiniffa, 

Remember alfo, that I confented not to receive that 
Honour til] after you promis’d me thar I fhould not fall 
into the Romans Power ; you have engap’d your Word, 
be fure then not to fail. I defire noc that you expofe 
your felf to the lofs of the Senate’s Friendfhip for pre- 
ferving me, becaufe your hard Fortune hath made you 
need it, But I only defire that in purfuance of what 
you have {worn to me, you will hinder me from falling 
dlive into Sczpzo’s Hands, 

I dowbr not but Szphax, in thé condition he is in, will 
fay to his Conqueror Iam the caufe of his ae 

that 
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that Ihave loaded him with Irons, thac I made him 
Fiiend to Carthage, and Reme’s Enemy. 

Yes, generous Muffinijft, I own all thefe things, and 
if Tcould rob the Romazs of you, I would cfteem my 
feif happy, and believe my Death fhould be truly be- 
coming the Daughter of Hufduwball, Pazdon me, my 
‘ear Maffiaz, Jz, tor fpeaking fo boldly to you: Bur fince 
the iait ime, perhaps, that I fhall ever fee you, 
'T joyfully cell you what has always been my Sen- 
ats, to the end, that by the knowledge I fhail give 
yuu of that Averfion which I ever had to Bondage, you 
say be the more eafily induc’d co think of my Liberty. 
As foon as I had open’d my Eyes, the firft thing I leara’d 
was, thac there were a People, who, without any right, 
but what the {trong impofes upon the weak, would 
make themfelves Matters of all others: And while my 
Iniancy lafted, I heard no Difcourfe but of the Roman 
Triumphs; of Kings whom they had chain’d, of fa- 
mous Captives which they have made, of the Miferies 
of thefe unfortunate Men, and of all the things ihat are 
done in thofe fatal Speétacies, where the Romans Pride 
makes up the nobleit Fruic of the Viory. 

Thofe Images were fo early imprinted in my Mind, 
that nothing could ever baniflh-¢hem thence. Since I 
became more reafonable by Age, I have had more Aver— 
fion for that Roman Eagle, which fees nothing but the 
rapincs it makes, and which flies not above the Meads 
or Kings, bue to cake off their Crowns. Perhaps it 
will be {aid to me, that the Romans give as many King- 
coms as they ufurp; and that they make as many 
Kings as they tie co their Chariots. 

Bur, my dear Maffindjjiz, if you'll rightly confider the 
Bulinefs, you'll find thar they give no Sceptres, but to 
have the more famous Slaves: And that if they put 
Crowns upon their Vaffals Heads, "tis but to have the 
Vieafure ot feeing them laid at their Feet, becaufe by 
their orders they'll have Homage paid ’em, 

Vanity is the Soul of that Nation, ’tis its only Work, 
*tis only for that it makes Conquefts, ufurps Kingdoms, 
lays wafte the whole World; and unfatished in being 

PPA roasts Vet, GE 3 B 3 . ad-. 









42 Sophonisba to Maffiniffa. 


abfolute Miftrefs of all that great Patt of the Univer’ 
which is of its Continent, paffes the Seasto come and 
difturb our Repofe, 

For if only a defire of augmenting its Confines, and 
encreafing its Riches, caus’d ic to make War, ’csvou’d 
be content to overturn Thrones, and putting them ro 
Death who lawfully poffefs’d chem, Buc becaufe Pride 
is their chief Incentive, a fimple Citizen of Rome mut 
for his Glory, and for the Peoples diverfion, drag Kings 
chain’d after his Triumphing Chariot. Oh, Heavens! 
is it poflible that Conquerors can be fo inhumane? is it 
poffible to find conquer’d Kings fo cowardly to endure 
tach il] Ufage? yes, without doubt, and too many Ex- 
amples of this kind have made it known, that all Prin- 
ces are not generous, 

Neverthelefs, ’tis cercatn, thac Irons and Crowns, 
Sceptres and Chains, are things which fhou’d never be 
feen together: A Chariot drawn by Elephants fhou’d 
not be follow’d by Kings, and by Kings ty’d like Cri- 
minals, wich whom no figns of Royalrv are left, but 
to fignalize their Shame, and the Glory of their Con- 

ueror, But what Glory can he have who ‘triumphs 
in this force? for if thofe whom he has overcome are 
bafe (as there is great appearance becaufe they live) 
"ris no jut Subje& of Vanity ro have ourbrav’d *em, 

And if thefe unfortunate Men teftified Courage in 
their Defeat, is great Inhumanity in him who thus 
trefits Princes that have done nothing bur defended their 
Crowns, their Country, their Wives, their Children, 
their Subje@s, and their Domeftick gods. ; 

Bue if for the Glory of their Conquerors, and for the 
'. Pleafure of the People, they would have Triumphs, 
“*ewou’d be more glorious for them, to caufe them to 
carry the Arms of thofe Enemies whom they have kill’d 
with their own Hands, than to have themfelves follow’d 
by Kings whom they have not fought, Chariots fill’d 
with broken Arms, Bucklers, Launces, Javelins, and 
Standards taken from the Enemies, would make a fhow 


lefs lamentable, and more agreeable to the Eyes of the 
People, : 


Bur, 
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But, Oye Gods! is ic poffible chat Kings are deftined 
for {uch Infamy? that thefe fame People who have 

Combats of Gladiators, and of wild Beafts, given them 
for their diverfion, fhould alfo be the caufe of fuch fatal 
Ceremonies, and extraét their Pleafure from the igno- 
miny and misforcune of Kings? thatit fhould be, that 
they who delight in feeing four thoufand Men by a hor- 
rid brutality kill one another in one Day, and who 
find their Pleafure in feeing Tygers and Lyons devour 
each other? is it poffible, I fay, thar Kings opprefs’d 
wich Irons, fhould be likewife drag’d after their trium~ 
phan: Chariots ? 

As for my part, my dear Maffini/f, I find fonething 
fo {trange in chis fort of Triumph, that I queftion whe- 
ther it be more difgraceful to the Conquer’d than to the 
Conquerors; and as to my particular, 1 know very 
well, that I hall neither do one nor vother. Judge 
then, my dear MaffinzjJa, if a Perfon who would not 
encer Rome in a triumphing Chariot, follow’d by 2 
hundred chain’d Kings, could refolve to follow in Irons 
that of the proud Scepzo. No, Sophonisha’s Soul is too 
great for thac; if I were but a Carthagenian, I could 
never be capable of it ; if L were but Hufdrzbal’s Daugh- 
ter, I could never refolve co do it; if I were bur the 
Wife of the unfortunate Séphax, ’tis a weaknefs that 
could never come into my Mind; and if I were but the 
Slave of the illuftrious Meffini{fa, I could not follow any 
other Conqueror, But being altogether a Cartitge- 
nian, Hafdruball’s Daughter, Wife to Stphax and "Muffi- 
nijja, and Queen of two great Kingdoms, let Sezpzo 
never think to make Triumph of Sopbonisba. No, ge- 

_ Rerous Muffiniifz, if the Chains they would give me . 
were of Diamonds, and all the Irons glitter with Gold 
and precious Stones; and if they would aflure me that 
I fhould be immediately reftor’d co the Throne, as foon 
23 I were loos’d from the triumphing Charior, I woud 
chufe Death in contempt of Royalty: If my Hand 
fhould once carry Irons, I fhould no more think it wor- 
thy to carry a Sceptre. In fine, I have fo ftrong an 
Averfion for Slavery and Bondage, and my Spiric a 
“, ca 
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delicate in fuch matcers, teat if I thoughe Sezpzo would 
caufe my Pi&ure to be carry’d in Triumph, I would 
pray you to put all che Limners of Numédza to Death, 
But no, 1 condemn my felf for that thought: For if 
the infenfibleSczpzo does carry my Image at his entring 
into Rome, he {hall rather publifh my Glory than his 
own; twill be feen that I could dye, when I could live 
no longer with Honour ; and that the Courage of a 
Woman furpafs’d the Roman Vanities. 

Idoubt not, generous Muffini{fz, if you do not with 
all your Force oppofe Sczpzo’s Severity, but you will be 
compel’d to give me Death for acquitting you of your 
Promife 5 for befides the publick Interelt, there is alio 
his own particular, He remembers, that his Father 
and Uncle were formerly dead in 4frzca : He looks on 
me as a fit Vidim to appeafe their Ghofts; and joyn- 
ing together in his Heart Rome’sGlory and his own 
Vengeance, “tis not to b2 believ’d that Hafdrubal’s 
Daughter fhall obtain her Liberty. Yet, generous Maf- 
finijja, L chink twill be very unjuft, if ir the fame cay 
whereis you retake the Crown of Numidia your Wiie 
fhouid be ty-d toa triumphing Chariot 5 ’cis, methinks, 

_to make you aroncea King and a Slave; becaule (if 
what you have faid to me be true) my Sorrow and 
Tears, added to the little Beauty I have, hath touch’d 
your Hearr, and fore’d you to love me as much as your 
felf: This will be a triumphing over you as well as 


e, 

Conlider well, MaffinijJa, whether you can be my Spe- 
. ator chat Day, or whether you will not chink me un- 
worthy the Honour you have done me in Matrimony, 
if I thou’d be render’d fo difgracefulto you : But don’t 
think Iwill expofe you to {uch Sorrow ; if Sczpio be 
inexorable, and you keep your Promife to me, my Deata 
fhall vindicate that Choice you have made. However, 
before you have recourfe to this laft Extremity, do all 
you can to move the Heart of that infenfible Creacure ; 
tell him, I have wholly render’d my felf to yous That, 
of all the Booty your Valour hath acquis’d she Romans, 

you ask only one Slave from them, : 
Mg 
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But if his Injuftice fhould oblige youto deliver her 
into his hands, as if you were the meaneft Soldier of his 
Legions, tell him then, That this Slave is your Wife, 
and that fhe cannot be made Triumph of wichout his 
ulumphing over you: Thaz the Blood which you have 
loft in the fervice of the Republick deferves their giving 
you permiffion to let her live in Freedom: Let him 
know, that you have found her in your Kingdom, in 
your Palace, and upon your Throne; That in reafon 
fhe belongs to you, and cannot be taken from ye with- 
out Injuftice: If thefe weighty Reafons prevail not, 
entreat him earneftly, and if at lait you cannot make 
him flexible, remember your Promife, and fail not co 
Keep it. 

I perceive by your Eves, my dear MaffinijJa, that it 
will grieve you to prefent me with {uch a lamercable 
Gilt I fee (I fay) twill rouble you to fend Peyfen to 
her, co whom you have given a Diadem, your Heart, 
and Liberty : I know ’tis a rigid Though:, and that ic 
will be a doleful Sight to you, co fee thofe fame Tor- 
ches which gave Light at my Marriage burn at my Fue 
neral ; and, that the fame Hand which yougave me in 
pledge of your Faith, muft be that which muft open my 
Tomb: But, in fine, all chofe things wil] be more fup- 
portable to you (if you’re generous, as I believe you are) 
than to fee mechain’d, They who fay true Generofity 
confifts in undergoing fatal Accidents with Conftancy, 
and, that abandoning Life to avoid Misfortune is (ac- 
cording to their opinion) a yielding Victory to Fortune; 
thefe People, I fay, know nor what is the true Glory 
of Princes, 

This Thought is good for Philofophers, but not for 
Kings, whofe whole Actions fhould be heroick Patrerns 
of Valour: But if quitting of Life be allow’d, whichI 
doubt nor, ic mutt affurealy be to fhun the Infamy of 
being led in triumph, 

“Tis a great Unhappinefs to a King to have his Sub- 
jeGs revolt, bur if he fhould then chink of dying, I 
wou'd elteem him bafe, becaufe he may fight and punifh 
them, °Tis 2 great Mistortune for a Prince to lofe a 
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Battel, bur becaufe ’tis often feen that chey who con- 
quer to day may be overthrown to morrow, ke mut 
ftand firm, and not abandon himéelf to Defpair. In fine, 
all Misforrunes thac can heve an honourable Remedy 
fhould not make us have iccourfe to the Tomb; but 
when all thirgs are loft, there remzins no more for our 
choice but Chains or Death: we muit break the Cordes 
of Life ro efcape thofe of Bondage. Behold, my dear 
Maffini fa, a\ilbadto fay ta you; remember ic then, T 
conjure ye, and don’ iiten fo much to what Sezpéo wid 
fay to ye, as co forget your Promiie, and the Diteourfe I 
have had with you; *vis (if Pm not ceceiv’d ) fo jut 
and rational, that yon cannot difapprove it: Go then, 
my dear and well-belov'd Maffizzfiz, go fight for my Li- 
berty and your Glosy againft the inflexible Sezpzo ; ack 
him ferioufly, fince he was unwilling to fee the fair Pri. 
foners he hath made in ais new Conquefts, why he 
fhou’d defire to fee 2 Woman ty’d to his Chariot whole 
Looks had power to conquer MaffiniJu: Let him be- 
ware I become nor his Conqueror, inftead of his being 
.™ine ; or left the auftere Virtue he profeifes fhou’d 

ferve to fruftrate his Ambition of triumphing over me, 
You may eafily perceive, my dear Maffinz fa, that my 
Mind is not troubled, and that I {peak to you with a- 
bundance of Cheeriulnefs : I do likewife affure ye, that 
nothing In the World troubles me, but my being con- 
ftiain’d fo foon to feparate from you doubileis this is 
the only thing can touch my Heart: for having {een my 
Country ruin’d, Szpbax Prifoner, the Ciuwn fallen from 
my Head, and, what's yet worfe, Sopbonisba ready to 
be Sczpio’s Captive ; aiter all rhefe things, my Tomb 
fhou’d be 2 Refuge and Refting-place to me, cou’d I but 
enter there without abandoning you. Ihave ftill this 
Comfort left in my Mifery, that having ever had an 
irreconcilable Hatred to the Roman Tyranny, Lhave at 
leaft this advantage, to have been the Captive of a Nu- 
midian, and not of a Roman; yea, and of a Numidzan 
Husband and Deliverer, and whofe Siave I no fooner 
was, but I became abfoluce Miftrefs of his Soul. — 
: then, 
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then, my dear Maffiniffz, and fail not to keep your Pro- 
mife to the unfortunate Sopbontsba, who with much 
Impatience will expe Liberty or Poy fon, 


CT CL OL 


ConsEQUENCE, 


This beautiful and difconfolate Queen obtain’d her 
Defire, becaufe Maflinifla got nothing from Scipio: 
He fent Death to ber, becaufe be cowd-not preferve ber 
from Danger, This Thoughtle(s Man preferr'd his In. 
tereft and the Romans Frzendfhip to the Life of gene~ 
yous Sophonisba, I fhou'd have patiently pafs'd by bis 
lofing it to preferve bis own Glory, cou'd be have done 
it no other way; but that be ford live Eighty Tears 
after fuch a Lofs, and fiill a Friend to the Romans, is 
what raifes my Spleen againft him every time I read 
this Story sherefare I muft defift, becaufe ef I write 
more I mut reproach him, Pity Sophonisba with me, 
my dear Reader ; and becaufe I endeavour to divert 
you, be at Leaft fo complacent, not t9 approve the in- 
‘flexible Maffinifla’s Adio. ; 
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Wess 
PRELUDE, 


This Difcourfe, and the precedent, lets us clearly fee, 
that all things bave two Faces; and that we may 
arrive at the fame end by different ways, I mean at 
Virtnze. Sophonisba would dye, the valiant Zenobia 
would live; and both would live and dye by Prin. 
ciples of Generofity, The one beholds Liberty as the 
chie¥ Good, the other believes that cief Good con- 
fifts in Sovercign Wifdom ; the one could not endure 
the Idea of a Chariot, becaufe fhe belzev'd it Ipno- 
minious to zts Followers; the other follow'd the Cha. 
riot without Trouble, becaufe fhe thought nothing 
foameful but Crimes; the one beheld a Conqueror’s 
Triumph with defpair, 4 4 mighty difgrace, the 
other confider'd zt with difdain, as a chance of For- 
tune; the one dy'd, the other liv'd ; the one found 
Glory, where the other acquir'd Infamy, However, 
as Ihave faid, the one and the other had a virtuons 
Subjelt : So true ts it that all things have two Faces, 
according to their different azms. You have heard 
the Reafons of the one, bear alfo the other, and then 
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ceffes, 1 have seen your fruitlefs Tears; my Con- 
ftancy hath to no purpofe taught you, that heroick 


Spirits can endure great Sorrows without Defpair: the 
Idea 


[: is now 2 long time, dear and unfortunate Prin- 
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Lier of the Throne you have loft, and che Chariot you 
hace follow'd, being always frefh in your Memory, 
rendeys my Exampic fruitle(s, and all the Days ot your 
Lives renewers or AMMiGion, You il] carry in your 
Heart the Irons which you had on your Hands, that 
caried Day whereon you enter’d Rome, and wi:hout 
Iifing any of rhat noble Pride which illuftrious Birth 
infpires in them who are born with that Advantage ; 
Aurelian triumphs over you, every time you call co 
mind his Triumph, Iam very forry, O my Daughters, 
that having made you Partakers of my difgraces, I can- 
not give you Conftancy neceflary co fupport them, Yer 
iss the only heritage I can leave you a dying, andI do 
mott affectionately with that Virtue may pais from my 
Heart into yours, to the end that, being unable to iive 
as Queens, you may at lealt reign over your felves, If 
thro’ excefs of misfortune, any-body could with Reafon 
defpair, *tis certain Zenobia may do it: For, as fhe 
has had more Glory than any of her Sex could ever ob- 
taii, fo her Misforcunes have been more deplorable than 
any ever heard of. You know that on my fide you may 
reckon the Ptolomys, Kings of gypt, tor your Fore. 
fathers, and that 1 am come of the illultrious Biood ut 
Cleopatra, 

Buz alas! ic may be faid that the triumphant Chariot 
which Augufiue appointed for her, is come to ine by 
rigitt of Succefiios, and char I have oly follow’d what 
was prepar’d ror her: Yet Fortune hath treated me 
With grearer Inhumanity 5 for you're cor ignorant that 
Lisllow’d a Charior, which I thought I lec, and which 

. Thad order'd fo to do with defign to triumph over him 
wlio triumph’d over me. Vou alfo know chat the be- 
ginning of my Life was full of Happinefs; che vatian. 
Odenatus your Father, and my dear Lord, after he had 
given me the Crown of Palmzranea, would alfo make 
mz pactaker of his glorious Conguefis, And I can ti 

(without vanity, and without wronging that Hero} tha: 

fhe gave co Zenobia the Crown whjcn fhe carry’d, fhe 

did alio with her own Hand add Leaves of Lawrel to 

tha: which Vidtozy aad put upoa his Head, Yes, my 
BE Dazgh- 
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Daughters, I can fay without offending the memory of 

Odenat us, that we together conquer’d all the Eait: And 

being encourag’d by juft Refentments, we did undertake 

to revenge upon the Perfians the Indignities they made 

the Emperor Valerian fuffer, whom Sapor keeping 

Prifoner, when in the interim the infamous Galienw’s 
Son abandon’d himéelf co all forts of delight, 

Yer Odenatus did noc forbear to fend him all the Pri- 
foners we made in that War: We took the beft Places 
ia Mefopotamia, Carves aud: Nifibea furrender’d to my 
dear Lord: And purfuing the Victory, we routed at 
Ctefipbon, an innumerable Mulrizude of Perfians 3 we 
made many great Lords Prifoners, their King alfo fied 
aways and continuing aimoft always Victorious in all 
our Encounters, Renown made fuch Proclamations of 
Odenatus’s Valour, that Galienws in fine rouz’d himfelf, 
"Then ftimulated by Fear rather than Gratitude, he made 
nim Colleague in the Empire: And, to give him alfo 
more Honour, you know he caus’d Medals to be made, 
wherein my dear Odenatus drag’d the Perfian Captives, 
rill which time I was happy, Vidtory and Fortune 
equally favour’d me 5 but, alas! (And muft f fay it?:} 
when my dear Odenatus was aflaffin’d with the eldett 
of my Children, I ran from one Extremity to another, 
and became juft fo miferable as I had been happy. 
Then twas, my Daughters, I had need of all my Viriue 
ro endure that Misfortune ; and certainly Odenztus's 
Death is chat which hath made the lols of my Freedom 
the lefs intolerable: I had more trouble to follow my 
dear Lord to the Tomb, than I had to followeAurelian’s 
Chariot ; and his mournful Pomp made me fhed muie 
Tears than did all the Magnificence of the Triumph chat 
wis made of me. But tho’ my Griet was exceflive, I 
{pent not too long time in weeping, I thought of pre- 
ferving the Empire for my Chileren, and of wafhing of 
the Blood which he fhed wich that of his Enemies, And 
as ix might have been faid, Valour was the Soul of that 
Hero, 1 made Vows to pafs my Life-time in gathering 
Palms to put upon his Tomb, thae it might one Day be 
iwid, my Hand glone kad seveng’d has Deach, pie 
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the EmpirefaihissChildren, and elevated 2 ‘Trophy to 
his Glory. believ’d, [ fay, that ‘twas more worthy 
to hang above his Coffin the Spoils of thofe Enemies I 
fh ould conquer, than to drown his Afhes with my Tears: 
And being thus refolv’d, Ttook Arms in one Hand, and 
the Reins of the Empire in the other, I was always 
of the Opinion, my Daughters, that all Virrues could not 
be incompatible, that ’twas not impoffible for one 
Perfon to poffefs them all, that chofe of Men might be 
practis’d by Women, that true Virtue affects no Sex, 
that one may be both Chafte and Valiant, teftifie great 
Courage at one time, and Humility at another, be {e~ 
vere and meek on feveral Occafions, command and obey, 
know how to carry Irons and a Crown with the fame 
Countenance: ’Tis by this Confideration, my Daugk- 
ters, that I have done things fo apparently different ; 
tho’ Lhave ever been whatlam to day, Bur to re~ 
count all my Life co you, you know chat Death, which 
rob’d me of my dear Odenutus, did not take the Hap- 
pinefs of his Arms from me, On the contrary, I thought 
his Valour join’d ic felf with mine 31 flighted the Army 
which Galienus fent againft me, under the Conduét of 
Heraclean, and unfatisfied with this firft ViGory, I 
went to zypt, and made my {elf abfolure Miftrets of 
my Predeceflor’s Kingdoms. From thence F went to 
Ancyra, the Metropolis of Galatia, and carry’d likes 
wife my Arms thro’ al] Bisbynia, to Calceden, and be~ 
low Bofpborus; and after 1 had conquer’d the Pevfans 
divers times, and fpread the noife ot my Vidories over 
all che Univerfe, Aurelian (guided by Fortune, and 
being more capable of ufing a Sword than Galicnus was) 
came at lat in Perfon to ftop my Career, I fhould ex~ 
aly recount all my Misfortunes to you, as I have done 
my Succeffes, if I did not know, that you remember 
them bur too much: Nor fhould I have undertaken to 
repeat my Vidtories, if your extream Melancholy did 
not make me think, that your Thoughts entertaining 
nothing but forrowful Imaginations, you had forgor 
them, Surely you are not ignorant which way usc- 
dian condugted me to Rome; Doubtlefs, you remember 
F2 how 
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how Hevelamone took the City Theanca by Treachery ; 

how, maugre my Concué 2nd Courage, efurelien by 

his Crait gain’a che Battel of edniiich 5 how Zaba’s 

Tudufry pur my Perfon in fafery 3 how I recreated to 

Emefe; now Lraily’d my Troops; how I gave Barcel 

to Aurelian the fecond time, who, atter thinking he 

had Joft, was, in fine, Viécor in fpight of all my En- 

deavours, You know aiff, I abandon’d Emefa, and 

went to fhut my {if up in Palmiranca, waiting for 

the Succours which the Perfians, the Suraccas, ana she 

- Armeniaas promis’d me: You know, I fay, that te. 
“redzin came there and befieg’d ine with 2 {trong Army 
- which was compos’d ot Puan niazs, Dalmatians, Mcj- 
finians, Celtes, a great number of Moors, and a mui- 

ticude of ocher Troops, drawn out of Afi, Theanea, 

Mef potamia, Syri2, Pienicia, and Palefline, You 

kiaw, I fay, thar l faw ac that ilme a3 great Prep2. 

‘ration for War againik me, as there needed be to con- 

quer the whole Earth, However, [lof noc my Heare 

ar that time; you know char I derended the Wails of 

Palmiranea with as much Courage as Condué; that 

Aurelian himfelf was dangeroufly wounded there by 

an Arrow, which, may be, was drawn az him by my 

Hand; for the Gods know  fpar’d nor my Lite to pre+ 

ferve your Liberty: And further, I know fince my ha- 

ving been at Rome, that Poftericy will allow 1 did nor 

forfake the ‘Throne which belong’d to you withouc 

deiending it, -4urelian having writ to his Friend 

Mecapcr, faid, "Teas true, that he fought againft a 

Woman, but 2 Woman who bud more Archers under 

ber Pay, than zf fhe bad been a Mun; againft a Woman 

who had Prudence in danger, and who by her forefight 

bad made fo great Preparations of War to ofpofe bis 

Cconqueft, that "twas impoffible to imagine what a pro- 

digtous number of Darts and Stones fhe bad provided, 

du fine (faid he, fpeaking of me) there is no Place 

about the Walls of Palmiranea that is not defended by 

vmany Machines : Its Avenues throre every Hour arti- 
ficial Five upon us; and, in a few words, fhe fears like a 

Woman, and fights like a Perfon to be fear’d, Behold, 
a ae my 


NM Fe ee 8 Ae 


Zenobiato her Daughters. 53 


my Daughters, what my Enemy hath faid of me; and 
furely he had no reafon to fay that I fear’d, becaufe 
when he fent to offer me Life and Pardon (for his Ler- 
ter was writ in thofe Terms) if I would render him the 
Place, and if I would deliver into his Hands all my 
Jewels and Treafures: 1 anfwer’d him fo refolutely, 
that Aurelian was offended, I remember, among other 
things that I faid, 1 told him, He was the firft Man 
ever durft ask fuch a thing ; Remember ({aid 1 to him) 
that Virtue foould as well govern the Affaars of War, 
& thofe of Peace; and further, Ilet you know that the 
Perfians Affiftence, which we exped, will not fail us 
we have on our Party the Armenians and Saracens : 
And, Aurelian, fince the robbers of Syria did beat your 
Urmy, what fhall we do when we have all the Forces, 
meh swe wart for, from thofe Places ? furely you will 
then abate fome of that great Pride with which, as if 
you were wholly Vittorioxs, you command me to furren- 
der, You fee,my Daughters, that while you were pray~ 
ing to the Gods I did all things poffible for your Prefer- 
vation, and never did any unglorious Action, Laftly, 
you know that Aurelian did defeat the Perfians who 
were coming 10 our Relief; and feeing ic ab{olutely 
impoflible to fave that Place, I was at leaft defirous to. 
fecure my Perfon: But Fate (which had refoiv’d my 
Ruin) made cdurelian ac laft my Conqueror, and me 
his Prifoner. He no fooner faw me, but he ask’d, How 
came it that Ibad the boldnefs to attack the Roman 
Emperors and defpife their Forces: Aurelian (faid I 
tohim) I acknowledge you for a lawful Emperor, be- 
caufe you know how to conquer ; but for Gaiienus, and 
fuch as he, I never bad that efteem of them. Tillnow, 
my Daughtess, you can’t accufe me of Cowardice, I have 
formerly carsy’d a Crown without Vanity, my Hand 
has been fufficiently fteady, wielding at once a Scepire 
and a Sword; Ihave equally known the Arts of Fight- 
ting and of Reigning, I have known how to Conquer,” 
and which is more, 1 knew how to ufe the Victory; I 
have receiv’d good Fortune with Moderation, and in the 
very time wherein Youth and the weaknefs of my Sex 
EET Bg : nigh: 
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might have made me proud of that little Beauty I had, 
T have, without Pleafure, heard all che Flatcerers of the 
Court paint me in their Verfes wich Lillies and Rofes ; 
fay, that my Teeth were Oriental Pearls, that my Eyes, 
black as they were, fhin’d clearer than the Sun; and 
in fine, that Venxs her felf was not fo beautiful as I. 
My Daughters, I have told you all thefe things, and 
have entarg’d thereon more than I ought, to make you 
comprehend, that in all che A@ions of my Lite I was 
never guilty of Cowardice: Think nor chen, thaz in 
the mott imporrant of all the Actions [ have done, or 
wherein there was greateft need of Courage, that my 
Heart ever fat?d me more than at other times, No, 
my Daughters, I have done nothing in all my Life thac 
gives me more Satisfaction in my felf, than that I had 
Power to follow a triumphing Chariot with Conftancy. 
*Tis crue, at fuch times a great Spirit is requifice; 
ist it not be {aid co me, in {uch Encounters, that Defpair 
is 2 Virtue, and Conftancy a Weaknefs. No, Vice can 
never be a Virtue, nor can Virrue ever b2 Vicious, Let 
none fay of me, that fuch Conftancy is more proper tor 
Philofophers than Kings ; but know,my Daughters, that 
there isno difference betwixt Philofophers and Kings, 
fave chat the one reaches Wifdom, and the other fhould 
practife it, In fine, Sovereigns ought to give good Ex-~ 
amples to their Subjects, becaufe they are in the Sight 
of all he World ; there’s no Virtue which they ought 
nxt to imitate; yet among all thofe that are moft ne- 
ceffary for Princes, Conitancy is the moft illuftrious, as 
being the moft ditfculr, As for Defpair, which puts @ 
Bagger in the Hand of fuch as would avoid Bondage, ’tis 
sather Intirmicy than Virrne: They can’t look upon 
Foriune when “twas againft them ; it no fooner attacks 
them, but they avoid encountering ir ; it no fooner aims 
az their Ruin, but they promote its defign; by a weak- 
nefs unworthy of them, they yield the Vidtory to this 
airy Phantom; and by a precipitate Action, without 
knowing what they do, quit the Irons in abandoning 
their Lives, whofe fweernefs they only lov’d, without 
being able to endure the fmaiz. For mé, my Daughiel: 
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who am of another Opinion, I maintain, thar they who 
live with Glory, fhouid dye as leifurely as poffible: To 
{peak rationally, a fudden Death is rather a fign of Ree. 
morfe and Imbeciliry, than Magnanimity, It may be 
iume will fay co me, that I am of a Race which fhouid 
never carry Irons; that fince Cleopatra would not follow 

Auguftus’s Chariot, I lhould never have follow’d that , 
ot Aurelian: Buc there is fuch 2 difference between 
that great Queen and me, that.all her Glory confitted 
in ner Death, and I made mine confift in my Life, Her 
Repuzation had nor been advantagious to her, if the 
had not dy'd by her own Hand, and mine would never 
have been at the height itis come to, if I had depriv’d 
my feif of the Glory of knowing how to carry Chains 
with fuch couragious Grandeur, as if I had wiumph’d 
over Aurelian, varher than he over me: If Cleopatra 
had tollow’d eAugujtus’s Chariot, fhe would have feen 
ahundred odious Objects in che Streets of Rome, which 
wouid have reproach’d her with her former Imprudence, 
the Peopie would have certainly caus’d her ro under= 
ftand by their murmurings her wanton Condu&: But 
as for me, I was very certain that I could fee noshing 
abour the Chariot which I follow’d bur Men, whom 
Thad formerly conquer’d, and Witneffes of my Valour 
and Virtue, Iwas, I fay, affur’d to hear no Contumely, 

or other Difcourfe, but of my prefen: Misfortune, and ° 
my former Viories, Behold, faid the People, the 
valiant Zenobza, behold the Woman who did pain many 
Victories, admire her Conftancy in this extremity. 
Might ic not be {aid, thac thefe Chains of Diamonds 
which fhe wears, do rather adorn than bind her; and 
this fhe leads the Chariot which fhe follows, In fae,’ 
niy Daughters, in the time 1 was al] loaded with Irons, 
or to give them 2 better name, Chains of Gold and 
Jeweis, like a noble Slave, in the time of all that mag- 
nificent Triumph, which is undoubdtedly the moft un- 
pleafant day of Bondage, I was at Freedom in my Heart, 
and had my Mind fedare cnough to {ce with Picafure 
that my Conftancy drew Tears irom fome of my Ene- 
mies Eyes: yes, my Danghiers, Virtue hath fo ttrong 
Charins, 
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Charms, that their Roman Aufterity could not refift em, 
and I faw fome among ’em weep for Aurelzan’s Vidory 
and my Misfortune: Moreover, none fhould be fo Cow- 
ardly, as to let the Mind be troubl’d with things that do. 
not at all couch ic, if they be truly wife, All the great 
Preparations that are made for thefe Triumphs, fhould 
not fright a rational Soul; all thefe guilded Chariots,. 
thefe Chains of Diamonds, thefe Trophies of Arms, and 
the Multitudes of People who flock together to fee that 
facal Ceremony, fhould not make a generous Perfon ti- 
merous, Tis crue, my Chains were weighty, but when 
they hurt not the Mind, they don’t much incommode 
the Arms that carry them; as for me, in that deplora- 
ble Stare I many times thought, that as Fortune had 
made me follow 2 Chariot, ¥ my felf had done it for 
Triumph, by that fame Revolution which happen to all 
earthly things: You may perhaps one day have Sceptres 
made for you of thofe fame Chains which I have car- 
ry’d, But, to be fhort, if this thould not come to pafé, 
affli& your felves moderately ; be more careful to ap- 
prove your felves worthy of rhe Throne, than to remount 
it; for in che Humour Iam in, I have more eftcem 
for a fimpie Slave, if he be faithful, than for the moit 
potent King in the World, if he ben’r generous. ‘Think 
then, my Daughters, of enduring your Bondage wick 
more Conftanc7, and believe certainly, that it I have 
been conquer’d by Aurelian, mine furpafs’d Fortune ; 
as may be feen thro’ all the courfe of my Lite, thac 
Death did not fright me, tho’ I might have had Glory 
by it; Ihave feen ira hundred times under 2 more ter~ 
ritying Afpe& than the moft defperare have ever {een ; 
Cat's Dagger, Bratuc’s Sword, Porcza’s burning Coais, 
Mytivadures’s Poyfon, nor Gleopatra’s Alps, are any 
way fo fearful. I have feen whole Shoals of Darts and 
Arrows fall upon my Head; I have feen the points of 2 
hundred Launces pointed at my Heart; and all this 
without any Thoughis of Fear. Think not then, if 1 
had believ’d Death could have been glorious to me, bus 
that E could have found ic by my own Hand, It was 
accuftom’d to conquer others, and ic would have broken 

my 
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my Chains if I had pieas’d. But I thought my fhare ef 
Giory would be greater to carry them wi:hour weep- 
ing, than to {pill my Blood thro’ feeblencfs or defpair 5 
they (whofe Satisfaction only confifts in chemfelves) yuir 
the Throne with lefs concern than others : They (who 
encounter nothing buc Conreatment in their Minds) are 
conft:ain’d to feek thelr Happinefs in things that they 
are Strangers to, It may be then you will ask me,what 
remains for Princeffes todo who have loft their Empire 
aod Liberty ? I fhall anfwer you roundly, that fince the 
Gods were defirous to give your Courage fo noble 2 
Subject, you are objig’d co ufe it well, and to make all 
the World know (by your Patience and Virwe) that you 
merit the Sceptre which istaken from you; and that 
the Chains which were given you were unworthy of 
you. : 

This, my Daughters, is what remains for you to do; 
and it you cou’d iet your feives be mov’d by my exam- 
ple and reafons, you wou'd find that your Life might 
yet be pleafant and glorious to you: At leaft you have 
this advantage, that in the condition your Fortune is, it 
cannot become worfe than it is, fo chat if you can but 
once accuftom your felves to it, nothing can aiterwards 
moleit your Repofe. 

Remember, that of the many millions of Men which 
the World contains, there are not an hundred who care 
ty Crowns ; and, Do you believe, my Daughters, that 
all chefe Men are unhappy, and that chere’s no Pleafure 
but on a Throne ? It fo, how you're deceiv’d! There’s 
no condition of Life but hath Pain and Pleafure, and it 
is true Wifdom co ufe ail equally, if Fortune bring you 
tothe tryal of ic. They who kill cheméelves think noe 
that while People are living they are in a ftate of ace 
quiring Glory: There’s no Tyrant can hinder me from 
immortalizing my Name every day, if he let me live, 
and Iam virtuous ; and if my Silence makes me fuffer 
any Punifhmenc, while I endure it with Conftancy, it 
fhall not forbear to fpeak of me, Let us livethen, my 
Daughters, becaufe we do ic with honour, and becaufe 


we alfo have the Means leit us of teftifying our a 
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The Sceptre, the Throne, the Empire which we have 
luft, were they not given us by Fortune ? Bur Conftan- 
cy comes direétly from the Gods, ’twas from their hands 
I receiv'd it, and for that caufe you ought to imitate ir; 
*tis the true Sign of Heroes, as Defpair is of the Weak 
and Inconfiderate : Trouble not your felves then jor 
what Pofterity will fay of mes and don’c fear that the 
Day of eAureléan’s Triumph hath obfcur’d my Visto. 
ries, fince (as I faid to you) ’twas the moft glorious of 
my Life. Moreover, I know Aurelian hath made a 
Piaure of me in his Speech to the Senate, the which 
fhall make me known to Pofterity: Preferve it then, 
my Daughters, that when I fhall be no more, the re 
membrance of what I have been may oblige you to be 
Giways what you ought. Behold the Colours where- 
with Aurelian hath painted his Picture: I bave Learnt 
(faid he) to avord being veprouch'd of doing an Aition 
Jo Little worthy of preat Courage, a to triumph over 
Zenobia ; but they crho blame me know not what Praise 
I merit, efpeciully if theyre ignorant what a Woman 
fhe vas, bow well-advis’d Councils fhe had, how coura- 
Sious fhe bebav'd her felf, and conftant in keeping good 
Order ; how imperious and grave fhe was among Sol- 
diers, how liberal when ber Affairs permitted her, and 
how fevere and exat when Neceffity conftrain’d her, 
Z cou'd fay, "seas by-ber affiftance Odenatus conquerd 
the Perfians, and purfu’d King Sapor toCtefiphon, I 
cou'd affirm; that thts Woman bad fo poffefs'd all rhe 
Ealt and Egypt with the Terrour of ber Arms, that 
nezther the Arabians, Saracens, zor Armenians dav’d t6 
move, Let them who are difpleas'd with thefe Actions 
be filent, for if there be no Honour in having conquer’d 
and triumph'd over.a Woman, what will they [ay of Ga- 
Hienus, zn contempt of whom fhe maintain’ ie En- 
pire, what will they fay of Claudius, a holy and venera- 
ble Prince,who being zmploy'dzn a War wath the Goths, 
by alaudable Prudence fuffer’d her to reign, to the 
end that this Prencefs imploying ber Arms elfewhere, 
be might with the greater facility accomplafh bis other, 
Enterpiixes, , 
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Behoic, my Daughters, what my Conqueror hath {aid 


H of me, tho’ I follow’d his Chariot 3 have the fame Equi- 
' ty, Lconjure you, and believe that whofoever lives thus 
" peed not kill himfelf co immorcalize his Name. 





CoNsSEQUENCE, 


"This Difeourfe lets us fee, that a perfwafive Orator 
may prevail with others. Thefe Piincc(fes livd ap 
thetr Mother, and had no Defires of Deaths the Gara 
drns Aurelian gave ’em for theér dwelling-place, and 
which ave call'd to this day Tivoli, feem'’d more plea. 
fing to them than the Coffin. Héflory gives account, 
that this gencvous Quccn was bighty efteem’d by all the 
Roman Ladies ; and, that her Daughtcrs were mar. 
vied into the moft zlluftrious Familzes, Tras little 
for their Birth, but much for their Misfortune, be. 
caufe thefe fame People thought Anthony and Titus 
unworthily married, tho’ they efpou’d Queens, This 
was a noble Thought, but *twas shat of the Mafters of 
ais World : And whoever fays that, fays all, 
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Porcia to Volumuus. 
een mae 
PRELUDE, 


Ufter Brutus and Caffius mere defeated and bill'd, 
Porcia, Wife to the ffl, and Daughter to Caco of 
Utica, teffified by her Difeoui fe and Adions, that 
fle wow'd fhare “ber Huchand’s Fate, and live no 
Longer, Her Relations, willing to hinder her from 
dying, after they had taken all things from her that 
cou'd advance fuch fatal Defgns, font Volumnius 
she Philofopher, who bad been the intimuse Foivnd 
of Brutus, to endeavour to perferade ber by Reafern, 
that fe ought not to abandon her Jelf ta Defpaie : 
bur this-gencrous Wife, after fhe had meft tmpaizeat- 
ly beard bim, thus anfwer'd, 


have‘chofen you to perfwade me to live afrer my 

Lofs, feeing.*ris incredible chat the fame Philofo- 
pher who put che Sword into the Hand.of the iluftri- 
ous Cato, my Father, and afterward in that of my dear 
B,utus, can make.me believe “ris jut ot zoffibie for me 
t preferve my Life + No, Volumniu, in the fLatcI am 
reduc’d co, [neither can nor ought to live, You knew 
riat, contrary co my Sex, the Philofophy which you 
imploy againft me is not altogether unknown to me, 
and that the virtuous Cato, my Father, made ie leain 
a: with great care; think not then that the Rejolurion 


wake 
tam 


I is invain, grave Volumnius, that my Relations 
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Ttrake isthe Effet of 2 Spirie blinded wich itsowa 
Grief, or of Defpair without Reafon; I have medicated 
upon ita longtime, and in the vicifitude of thirgs £ 
have form’d a Defign which 1 fhall execute to day. Any 
Perfon but my {eli might fatisfie their Husband’s Afhes 
with fhedding of Tears all the reft of their days, but the 
Daugheer of Cato, and Wife of Brutus, fhou’d do it anos 
ther way. Iam alfovery well aflur’d, that Porczz has 
too great a Soul to lead a Lile unworthy of her Birth, 
and of the honour of having had for her Father and Huf- 
and che two moft illuttrious of the ancient Romans : 
As for thofe who live to day, they are the Remains of 
Fulins Cafar’s Siaves; or, to fay better, they are ens 
vag’d Tygers, who rear their Mother’s Bowels by laying 
waite their own Country, Aias! whocou’d ever have 
thought char the Roman People were become Enemice 
oi their own Liberty ? That it ever cow’d be they them~ 
feives who not only fora’d the Chains which captivared 
‘em, and fer upon the Throne him who was the caufe 
ot fo many Mens Deaths, chat he might come to it, but 
who,were aifo capable of weeping tor the Death of 2 
Tyrant, place him in the rank of the Gods, and crimi- 
naily purfue a Man who (co give them Liberty) hazar- 
cod his Life, and cefpis'd Cefar’s Friendfhip? For whar 
wou'd not he have obtain’d trom him, it hie cou’ have 
fubmitted to Bondage? His Chains woud have been 
certainty lighter than others, and for a little paits chat 
he might have taken, he might have been Matter of 
him who was fo of allthe World, But Brati was too 
generous to eftablifh his particular Felicity upoa the 
Ruin of the Republick: He knew that the full Dacy 
took (orought to take) away all other; that owing 
ail things to his Country, he ow’d nothing to Cefar ; 
that being born a Roman Citizen, he ought to hate Ty- 


‘Tanny; that not to be ungraveful to his Country, he 


mult be partly againgt Cajer3 and, that being of the 
fiz Brutus’s Race, he ow’d the affittance of his Arm: 
aad Valour to the Republick. WNeverthelefs, alter he 
had done al] thefe things, thefe cowardly and infenfidie 
People ¢xii’d him, for whom they fhou’d have eredles 

G Scasues 
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‘Sratues in ail cheir publick places: Yet this great In« 
gratitude wearied not the Virtuous Brutus, Youknow 
{ moft fage Volumnius !) aj] that he has done for his 
Country, and therefore I need not rehearfe ic: All I 
thall do is, to imploy the little Lire that remains in me 
in rehearfing his Heroick Actions, and conjure you to 
make ’em known to Pofterity. 

Remember then, Volumnius, that tho’ all che Romang 
were ungrateful to him, he refus’d not to do all things 
forthem3 and when thefe Drones, isftead of one Ty- 
ranny had bore with three, he had more Compaffion 
for ’em than Refentment of their Ingratitude, Without 
thinking of his own Prefervation, what did he not to 
make them happy, notwithftanding all cheir foriner be- 
haviour? But thefe Enemies of Virtue are fo well ac- 
cuftom’d to Slavery, that they hug their Chains as their 
deareft Treafures; and all-along, after Brutus had bro- 
ken ’em, they renew'd "em with care: Rome, which 
many Ages by-paft commanded all the Earth, now vo- 
luntarily fubmits to Tyranny, O Cato! O Brutus ! who 
cow’d ever have thought it? And, who could’ beiieve 
that the Gods would prote% the Guilty, and oppreis 
the Innocent? YetI plainly fce what it is provokes 
Heaven to punifh us; the Death of Brutus is Rume’s 
Chaitifement, and the greateft Unhappinefs chat can 
ever hefalir: Certainly ’cis for Rome’s Punilhment 
that the Gods permitted him to end his Days, As tor 
Brutus, his Pains are his Reward ; the Romans Ingra- 
titude contributes to his Glory, and his very Death doth 
Jo illuftrate his Life, chat it’s almoft a Scandal to weep. 
Moreover, I affure ye that I have wept more for his 
Abfence than Death, I then look’d upon my Sorrows 
as being unlimited ; and my Soul being balanc’d be- 
tween Hope and Fear, I folaced my felf with Weeping, 
Bur today, when I have no more to lofe, and when I 
fee an infallibie way of ending my Mitery, my Soul en- 
Joys the greateft quiet ; and tho’ my Griet exceeds any 
.ever yet tele, I endure it with a profound Patience, be- 
caule I know “cil quickly have end. Do aot then ceil 
Bt, tharLought to liveso preferve the Memory of-Bre- 
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tus; the Adtion he did is fo heroick and noble; that is: 
is highiy worthy of being transier’d to Pofterity; he 
thal] ever be regarded as the firft and iaft of the Romans, 
The Tyrants who fhall reign afte: this we now have, 
fhall likewife ferve to perpecuate the glorious Memoiy 
of him. So long as there fhall be Ki.gs feen in Rome, 
‘will be remember’d thac the oid Brusie chas’d them, 
and chat the [aft died in faving that Liberty which the 
firit had acquir’d: For, I doubt so: bur Rome will be 
continually in Slavery, it being certain chat itt Liberty 
coud have been recover’d, Brutus wou'd have reftoi’d 
iz; but fince he could not do it, he Lad at teat che Gice 
ry of dying without being @ Siave. Think ic not 
ftiange then, that being Daughter end Wiie to to Men 
who were even free to Death, I fhowld paitake of that. 
Glory with them, Yet, to fpeak iruly, Braras will nor 
be altogether at liberty, fhou’d I Le fo bave as to live a 
Captive ; there will be fomewhar wantizg to his Glery 
it Lforget mine; the Affection he aiways had for me 
renders our Intereftsinfeparable, Iwas of the Confpi- 
racy, becaufe I knew it before “twas executed: “tis but 
jad chen chat 1 fhow’d follow Bruris’s Dettiny: And 
know, Volumniws, that fhe whole Miud was refcizte 
enough to ftab her felf with a Poninrc, to endure and 
fupprefs the Smart, thereby to teitine to her Hucband 
that the could conceal a Secrez, will not cafily charge 
her Refolution of dying, Tae Idea’s cr Cato and my 
dear Bratus do fo All my Spiriz, that T can think of uc- 
thing elfe ; and methinks their Deaths fo merit my Ex. 
vy, thar I fhou’d reckon is the chiefeft Good thar ever 
befel me, 

Remember, Volumniue, that true Zeal for Virtve 
confifts in the defire of imitating it; for they who 
praife virtuous People without tracing them a; faz 2s 
they can, deferve Blame rather than Praife, becaufe they 
know the Good, and don’t follow it. Cato is dead with 
this advantage, to have ic faid by Cefar, Thathe envy’d 
his Death becaufe it depriv’d him of his Pardon: And 
I with Offzviws may envy Beutw, for having chofe 4 
Wife thar hes Courage enough to follow him to the 
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Grave; “tis there we fhall enjoy a Liberty which we 
can no more lofe, while the Romans fhall groan under 
the weight of their Chains: Buta Day will come when 
the Name of Brutus will be in veneration among ’em ; 
when they thall defire that Good which they tefus’d, 
and when the Blood of Cato and Brutus fhall confound 
and make ’¢m blufh : Yes, thofe Reman Citizens, who 
faw themfeives Matters of the World, who had Kings 
for their Subjs@s, whofe Glory was without allay, and 
whofe Power had’no Authority above ic but that of the 
Gods, {hall become infamous Slaves ; and their Bon- 
dage fhall be fo rigid, that they fhall no: be Maflers of 
their own Will: They fhall take from che Tyrants all 
their Vices ; and Rome, which was a Seminary of Vir- 
tue, fhall be a Recepracle of vile Fiatrerers. 

© Heavens! that the Inclinations of fuch a mighty 
People fhou’d be thus alzer’d' in an inftant! All thole 
Legions who fought on the Plains of Pharfalza uncer 
‘Pompey’s Colours, were they all kill’d in thac Barrel? 
Or, have they: loft their Hearts in lofing it? All thofe 
Kings who hold their Crowns by che Senare’s Authori- 
ty, are they all ungrateful? And is there none that 
cou’d faffer Bruty: to disburthen them of their Chains? 
The defire of Freedom, which is fo natural to al] Crea- 
tures, is itextin&t among Men? Is the Blood of a dead 
Tyrant fo dear tothe Romans, that to honour his Me- 
mory, and to wear Mourning, they muft load them-~ 
delves with Shacizies all their Life? Yes, all che Roman 
-Legio:s have loft their Hearts; all the Kings, their 
Vaitals, are ready co lay their Crowns at their Tyrant’s 
Fee: ; all the Romans prefer Servitude to Liberty : Ce- 
fe’s Alhes are in efteem with ’em, and: for their late 
Misfortune Brutus hath abandon’d’em. However, don’t 
think, Volumnius, that he defir’d to forfake me: Tis 
true, when we parted in the City of Ezea he wou'd not 
Ict me go withhim, Becaufe ({aid he) rhe fourncy will 
be very troublefome to you, and becaufe I might be 
more ufefulto him at Rome than in the Army ; bur at 
that time it prov’d not fo, 


Iknow 


Porcia to Volumnius. 65 


T know Brutus minded me a dying, he expects me in 
the place where he is, and doubts not but Porczz re- 
members that the illuftrious Czto chofe rather to rip up 
his own Bowels, than furvive his Country’s Freedom 5 
anc that fhe, having ftronger Reafons to perfwade her, 
will not fail co tread rhe Path he has chalk’d out for here 
when Life can be neither honourable nor eafie, *tis Prine 
yc@ to abandon Ir, it being certain we ought to think 
lenger dear to us than it can ferve our own Glo- 
, or that ofour Country ¢ Since "tis fo, I ought no 
longer to preierve mine, 

Yes, Vilas, T owe my Death to my own Glory, 
torhat of Cato, thatof Brutus, and that of Rome, Do 
rot think that this Death fhall any way terrifie me, for 
{go to a place where Virvue is certainly known and re- 
warded, That cerritying Apparition which Bratus aw 
withour being frighted, at the Town of Sardis, and af- 
rerwards ac Pioilippe, appears not to me; I fec only my 
Husband’s Ghoft calling me, which feems impatient 
HLT come : I fee that of Cato, which, retaining a Fa~ 
ther’s Authority, feems to command me to make hafte 
and quit 2 place unworthy of Porcia’s Virtue. Judge, 
Volumnius, if this Vifion affrights me, and if in the 
two Ways I have to take there’s any difficulty in chu- 
fing : From one fide T fee my Country laid watte, all-che 
Earth cover’ with the Blood of our Fiiends, our Tri- 
buraries become our Mafters, all my Relations in Bon- 
dage; and, to fay all, the Afhes of my dear Brutiw, than 
which nothing can more affeh me, Ths, Volumnins, 
is the Profpect Ihave from that fide. From the other I 
ice nothing but Felicity ; my Father and Husband wait 
for me, the frft requires the Fruits of the InftruQions 
re pave me; vother, the Reward of the Affeftion he 
bore me. 

Yes, senerous Cato! yes, iuftrious Brutus! Porede 
fhall do what fhe ought at-this time, and nothing fhall 
be able to hinder her: For, think nor, Volumnins, that 
Iuctination can be compel’d, becaufe by it we partly 
relemble the Gods; ’tis a Privilege Heaven hath given 
ui, Tyrants san’ force it, ’Us aot under theix dominion, 
: ara a © : and 
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and when the Soul is firm and refolute, the Refolution 
never alters, Believe not then that my Relations Care 
can hinder my dying, or your Arguments can any way 
change my Intent ; Cato wou'd not Jet himfelf be mov'd 
at his Son’s Tears, and Porcia {hal} not yield to thofe 
of her Relations, nor your Difcourfe, Brutw, to avoid 
Bondage, cou‘d refolve co leave me; and, why fhou’d it 
not be fafer (and alfo jufter) for me than him to end 
amy Life? My Freedom is as dear to me as his was to 
- him: Burl have chis advantage and pleafure in Death, 
chat whereas he cou’d not be free without abandoning 

ame, I need but follow him to preferve my Liberty. 
You fee then, fage Volumnins, alter all chat I have 
faid to you, that Death is glorious, neceflary, and piea- 
fing to me; think not then of hiadeving me, becaufe 
your care will be to no purpofe; they who have been 
fore’d to change ‘uch noble Refolurions, are certainiy 
eafily perfwaded, and have in the bottom of their Heart 
a fecret Refentment oppofing their Defire ; and their 
own Temeriiy is a Detence {trong enough to preterve 
their Life: They are fuch People as would die, provi- 
ded fomebody wou’d come and hinder’em, But with 
me it fhall noc be fo, I conceal not my Defign, Pil not 
deceive my Guards, I tell ’em freely I fhall *feape trom 
their hands, and chat Death hall free me trom the Paia 
Tam in: Yes, Volumniw, Irefolve to die, O illuitri- 
ous and great Cato! Ogenerous Brutus! come aud ree 
ceive me; fee; dear Ghofts, if I’m worthy the Name I 
bear, don’t difown me for what I am; tor, if I be not 
miftaken, my Death fhal] not be unworthy the Charafter 
ofa true Roman, See, my dear Bruty, if | have any 
Fainrings in this laft hour, or rather if I have not great 
Impatience to be with you. O-Generous Cato! you 
fee thar Daggers, Poyfon, and every thing that could 
feem to affift my Defiga are taken from me ; my Cham- 
ber is become my Prifon ; I have neither Precipices nor 
Cords, and have Guards over me too; but by caking all 
thofe things from me, they can’t take away my Defire 
of Death, nor the memory of your Virtues. I remem- 
ber, molt illuftrious Cato, chat glorious Day wherein 
. : you 
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you excel’d Cafur, by furmounting your felf: You then 
told your Guards, your Lite was not in their power, 
becaufe to finifh-ic you needed bu; ftop your Breath, or 
dafh your Head againk the Wall: ’Tis then in imitae 
tion of fo generous a Patrern that Igo to find my dear 
~ Brutus, Behold, O iliuftrious Husband! the laft AGion 
of Porcia: judge of her Life by her Death, and of the 
Paffion 1 have had for you by thefe burning Coals, which 
Ihold ready to fuffocate me, 





Pam erencceniney 


CoNsSEQUENCE, 


In {peaking thefe laft Words, fhe did shat fhe faid ; 
and by a fledfuft Courage, which procures Admiration 
and Horvour, fhe made zt appear, that things are not 
eafic and impoffible, but according to the manner they 
are book’d upon; and, that when any-body loves one 
better than their Life, they bave no Trouble in follow. 
ing theiy Death, : 
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Berenice to Titus. 





PRELUDE, 


uring the Judean War, Titus became paffionately iz 
love with Berenice Queen of Chalcis, Daughter of 
Mariamne, and (according to the Opinion of fome } 
married her fecretly. At hs return to Rome, hc. 
ther he brought ber, the Roman People, who treat all 
Strangers like Barbarians, Quecns as well as others, 
did nat approve that Alliance; fo the Emperor 

_ Vefpafian order'd bis Sin to fend ber back, ? Twas 
in that troublefome time this afflzited Prince fs this 
fpoke-te the Great Titus, 


that I complain of your parting irom me, {ince 

L. onthe contrary, knowing you as I do, I rather 
piiy than accufe you: And without faying any thing 
againft you, I only defire you would permit me to con.- 
viain of Fortune, which (having favour’d you fo much 
in all the Aétions of War) treats you fo cruelly to day 
in my Perfon: For, I doubt not, bur ‘you will be mote 
concern’d 10 abandon me, than you rejoic’d in all your 
Vigtories. I know, tho’ Ambition be as ftrong a Paftion 
as Love, it does nor furmount it in your Soul, And [ 
will aifo believe, to comfort me in my difgrace, that ir 
you were in Condizion to difpoie abfoluccly of your feif, 


Te not, moft noble and moft generous Trt, 
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you would prefer the Pofleffion of Berenzee to che Empire 
of all the World, But reafons of State, which authorize 
f many Crimes and fo much Violence, can’c endure, 
that after the invincible Tz#s hath fo many times hazard- 
ed his Life to fecnre the Romans Felicity, fhouid think 
ot his own in particular, Yet, I never heard it faid, 
that Love was a fhameful Paffion, when its Objeét was 
honeft: On the contrary, I thought ic a-fign of great 
Sririts, becaufe all the Heroes of Antiquity were capa- 
bic of ir, I thoughr, I fay, that when this Pafficn reigns 
in 4 generous Soul, it infpires ic with new defires of 
acquiring Glory: Neverthelefs, I plainly fee, tha: this 
is not the Emperor’s nor the Senate’s Opinion, and that 
Tam deceiv'd in my Conjecture, Had you choten, for 
the Obje& of your Love, a Perion abfolucely unworthy 
o7 you, their Complaints would be more rolerabie, and 
I thould merit the treacment I receive, if I had infus’d 
any bafe or fhameful Thought into the Soul of Tztus : 
But, if I ben’s miftaken, they can’t reproach you of 
having made an Alliance too unequal. Alexander 
thoughe that he did nothing againft his own Glory. 
when he marry’d Roxaza, tho’ fhe was both a Captive: 
and a Stranger; and that Error, which Love caus’d-him- 
tocommit, hinder’d not the noife of his Victories from: 
coming to us, nor His being rank’d among the moft 
ilufkrious Heroes, ‘The Faule you are reproach’d widly 
hath nothing comparable to that ; for, in fine, you know. 
Tam Marzamne’s Granc-daughter, 1 have all the ancient 
Kings of Fude2 for my Predeceffors, and I my felf wear 
a Crown, which methinks fhould oblige the Senate not 
to treat me focruelly, Yes, Tztus, Puleftine hath had 
Heroes as well as Rome: The ‘fonathan’s, the David's, 
and the Solomon’s, from whom I am come, have pers 
haps done as brave AGtions as the Romalw’s, the Numa 
Pompiliu’s, or the Cafars. And the noble and rich {poils 
which you took in the Temple of Ferzfalem,and where- 
with you adorn’d your Triumph, makes Rome but fee 
190 plainly the Grandeur and Magnificence of myFarhers, 
If I were of a Blood that were Enemies to the Republick, 
as formerly. Sopbonisba, Hafdruball’s Daughter, a 
wou, 
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would fay that they had reafon to fear, that after having 
conquer’d the generous Tzrus, I would make my Victory 
fatal to the Senate, and at laft caufe him to do Actions 
conerary to hisAuthority, Buc I’m of a Race accuftom’d 
to receive Crowns from theRm.zn Emperors: The great 
Azeippa my Father did hold che Kingdom of Lyyjands 
Ot Crjio’s Liberalicy, aswell as that ot Chaleis, whole 
Scepire{ this day wisld, The fecond Agrippz my Bro. 
ther, receiv’d the fame Favour from the E.nperor your 
Father, aid his Death made ic furiciently known, that 
he was not ungrateful, "Twas in your Yreveace he leit 
his Life, having a defire to oblige che In:abiiants of 
Gamaliaio fubmir chem elves, and acknowledge Vefpa- 
fian’s Auchority: Neverchelefs, to ccrafort me for nis 
Death, they banifh me itke aCriminal. They fay, I 
would overthrow the Empire ; and fearce can they nnd 
a corner of the Earth far enough from Rome, wherein 
to fend me into exile, Yet you know, O my dear Lord, 
-that I have committed no other Fauir, but the receiy- 
ing the Honour which you have done me, by giving 
me the glorious Title of your Wise; the inaocent Con- 
que that my Eyes made of your Heart, is that which 
makes me culpabie: The Romans would have you be 
their Capzive, and nor mine ; they would, I fay, difpofe 
of your Love and Hatred as they pleafe, and chufe aWire 
for you according to their Fancy, and nor according to 

your Inclinations. 2 
Moreover, my dear Lord, I know my Tears may be 
fufpeéted by them who know me nor: They of my 
Enemies, who will fee my Grief, doubrlefs will fay, that 
Tam, more concern’d at the lofs of the Empire than of 
Titus; and, thar Ambition hath a greacer fhare of my 
Soul than Love, But, if you truly love me as much as 
you have told me, you will judge of my Thoughts by 
your own; and yon will certainly kaow that your Per- 
fon oniy caufes all my Sorrow, as it did all my Felicity. 
No, Tétus, che Magnificence of Rome hath not tranfpor- 
ted me, the Throne which you expeé contributed no- 
thing to the Affedbion I have for you the Virrues of 
your Soul, and the love which you ceftily’d for me, 
were 
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avore the only things I confider’d, when I did refolve to 

love you, Take then (when you pleafe) a Perfon with - 
whom you fhall divide the Sovereign ower you fhall 

one day have, without thinking I wifh her any harm; 

but for the fake of pure Love, never divide the Heart 

where you made me reign 5 ‘cis an-Empire which be- 

longs to me, and which you can’t take from me with- 

out Injuftice. You can’t, my dear Titw, eccufe me of 
asking too much, becaufe I demand nothing but what 

yougave me: Nor can you fay, that this Heart.is not 

in your Power, that Vefpafiea holds it in his Hands, 

that the Senate difpofes ot ir, and, in fine, that you are 

not its Matter, All Slaves (tho? as ftrongly fetter’d 

with Chains as they poffibly can) enjoy this Privilege : 

‘They love and hate what feems good to them, and their 
WHil is 23 free in Chains as if they were on the Throne, 
Since ’tis fo, you muft certainly enjoy the fame Free- 
dom, and fhall not refafe me the Favour J ask of yous 
Vou may get a Wile for the illuftrious T#11, to content 
the Capricio’s of the People, but you muf not give 2 
Rival to Berenice: She mutt be fingle in your Sow, as 
you are in hers5 and tho’ the be feparazed from you, 
The ought to be ever prefent in your Mind 5 and if is be 
fo, 1 thal patiently endure my exile, 

Bur, Oye Gods! can] thisk of never feeing you 
again? No, Tétus, ’cis abfolutely impoffible for me, my 
Fate is infeparable from yours, and tho’ Vefpafian and 
the Senate’s Authority do all they can, I muit not quit 
you, *Twou'd be imbecility to abandon you; you might 
reproachtully fay to me, that Fear of being ii] treated 
riade me too ready to obey the Order I receiv’d for g9- 
ing out of Rome ; and, in fine, you mighc accufe me of 
little Love, But no, I will contradiét that thought, it 
would be ingratitude to ufe it f; Berenice muit not 
coit youthe Empire. Preferve it then, and let her de- 
part, ‘tis enough for her that you complain, and that 
when you are arriv’d to the Crown, you then call co 
mind that the Pofleffion which you fhali have dic cost 
you Berenice. Truly, Tétus, there is fome ftrange thing 
in our Adyenyure 5 YOU fhould never harbour a thoughe 
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thac thofe fame People who already prepare themfelyes 
to acknowledge you for Matter of allthe Earth, fhou’d ° 
give you Laws in an Affair of fuch importance to you, 
and of fo little to them ; and that thofe fame Perfons 
ever whom you fhall have an abfolute Power to difpofe 
of their Fortunes and Lives, fhould not fuffer you to 
love me? 

Am 1 Wife or Enemy of all the Romans? Have they 
Jealoufie or Hatred to me? Fear they that I will pre. 
vail with you to rebuild che Walls of Ferufalem 2 
Have I enterpriz’d any thing againft the Publick Good? 
Or, have I offended aay of them in particular? No, 
Titus, L have neither done, faid, or thought any thing 
agaisft them: My greaceft Crime is, char I’m unhappy, 
and that you love me; but I wifh I were criminal in 
this manner all my Lite. 

’ Continue, my dear Lord, to give them new fubject of 
hating me, by your Love; celtifie to them, that the 
ViGtim you facrifice for them is dear to you 5 and, for 
your Glory as much as mire, make ’em know that the 
Affection you have for me hath lawful Foundations : 
Conceal my Faults, and carefully exaggerate the few 
good Qualities are in me ; tell them, that the Aflection 
which I had for you ferv’d inftead of Merit; and, ia 
fhorc, that you have found in my Perfon an Object wor- 


thy of your Love, 
As for my pait, Iam not troubled to juftifte what 


Efteem I have for you ; your Valour and Virtue are fo 
equally known thro’ the World, I need not tel] for what 
Reafons I love you, This Sentiment is fo univerfal, - 
that tho’ you were not infinitely Good, you wou'd not 
be oblig’d to me. 

But, my dear Ttus, fhall I tell you fomeching thaz’s 
in my Mind? Yes, becaufe my Affeion hath caus’d it 
you can’t be difpleas’d, and you are too juft to condemn 
Berenice, when you find fhe is only guilty of exceflive 
Love. I wou'd nor, in the condition things are in at 
.prefent, rob you of the Crown you ought to wear, by 
obliging you to follow me 5 for, my dear Lord, <here’s 


Ro corner of rhe Earth where che illuftrious Zztus can 
: live 
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iveunknowa, Burif ic be permitted meto tell you 
all chat I chink, I wifh chat, being bora without 2 
Crown, without Kingdom, and without Empire, we 
cowd live together in fome place where Virtue alone 
fiow’d reign withus: Iwilh (I fay) you were not 
what you are, and yet I wou’d nor have you chanp’d. 
In tine, the ExcefS your Grief and Affection raife in 
me are the occafion nothing can poffibly fatisfie me, 
therefore am I conftrain’d, for my Comiort, to will 
for what I never can be able co perform, Pardon me, 
my dear Titus, if I fhou’drub you of a Crown; I re- 
primand my felf, becaufe [ know by your Eyes you’re 
not offended : ‘Till now, I never thought thar I could fee 
you griev’d, and not be a Partaker wich you ; yer furely 
that which I fee painted in your Face {weerens my 
Aigtion; your Tears diminith the bitremnefs of mine, 
and in che condition my Soul isin, Ican have no re- 
fleccion fo pleating as to fee you infinitely affiited, Yes, 
Titus, my defpair is fo great, that Gince I can’t live happy 
with you, there are Moments wherein I shall with that 
we were always unhappy, fo that we could but be to~ 
gether. Yee this unjuft Thought does not laft long in 
my Mind, and pafiing from one extremity co another, 
Yiha!l with chat I were yet more unfortunate, and tha: 
you were not at all, Methinks then che Romans have 
teafon to exile me, becaufel am capable of difturbing 
the repofe ot their Prince : I wifh Leould depare wit! - 
out afliging you, and carry away in my Heart your 
orrows, With my own; by fo tender 2 Thoughe, f 
pity you more than my felf, : 
Moreover, if I can poffibly live without you, I'm 
fure i thal] hear often News of you, cho’ you your felt 
{nould give me none, Fame wou'd cell me ot your brave 
Actions; and I heartily with thar *twou’d oad it {eit 
with ny Tears, as well as with your Exploits, chereby 
to ier you know that neither Time nor Abfence had any 
way diminilh’d my Sorrow or Affeétion, Remember, 
my dear Totus, every time your Hear: makes you do 2 
wrave Adtion, that.there Berenice fhall find a Subjed 
boch of Joy and Grief, fhe fhall rejoice ar your Glory, 
H aud 
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and affi& her felf for the Lofs fh2 has had: Bur, when 
chat comes to pals, fhe hall ever love you equally; ne- 
verthele(s, I rbink I fhall not be long in Pain, 10 par 
rake of what befals you, for, my Grief which I feel is 
fo preac, chat I believe it can’t belong. If my Exile hac 
been caus’d by your Inconftancy, that you had chang’d 
your Thoughts of me, that your difdain had been tie 
caufe of my difgrace, I fhou’d have comforted my felr 
by complaining of you; I fhou’d mitigate my Torment 
by calling you ungrateful and perfdious ; Choler and 
Defpighe woud divide my Heart 5 I might one day hope 
to love you no more; and whether by Refentment or 
‘Glory, I fhould almoft depart from you without weep- 
ing. But as matcers go, I fee nothing but matter for 
‘Mision; nor any thing that can f{weeren my Grier, 
Tnot only lofe a Lover, I lofe a faithful Lover, and I 
Jofe him in fuch a manner, that it- permits me not to 
-complain of him. Iaccufe the Senate and the Peop-e, 
‘that I may not complain of the Emperor, becaufe he is 
his Facher: And without being able to accufe him of 
duis not having lov’d me too well, I depar: the unhappieft 
AVoman living, But, unthinking as I am, what dol 
fay? by thar Tfind fome caufe to comfozt me: Becaufe 
I quit Tétus, and not he me, Fortune plucks me from him 
vagaintt his W ill; ic threatens to take the Crown from 
him, if he confent-not to my banifhment: And at this 
‘time I have the Satisfaction of feeing my dear Tztw 
efteem me more than the Empire of all the World, 
However, ’tis true, that I muft forfake him; yet I have 
this little Comfort at our parting, to know that I dweil 
in his Heart, and, that nothing can chafe me thence, if 
¥ ben’t miftakea, I fee by your filence chat you confent 
zo what Tf fay ; your Sighs affure me, and your Tears 
permit.me not to doubt, You have tao delicate a Soul 
xo be capable of infidelity or forgetfulnefs : Unconftancy 
is 4 Fauit which can’e-be found in you, becanfe ’tis cer- 
rainly a fign of Imbecility or little Judgment, The 
‘Flear: mut nox be given, but upon mature deliberation; 
be. srhen once Given, is amit nor be recaken, 
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As for my part, [find we have more right over others 
Goods, which belong not to us, than we have of the. 
Prefencs we liberally beftow, Others things may fome- 
times come under our Power without Injuftice ; bur 
what we once give, fhou’d never again be ours: ’Tis 
a renouncing of all riphr we have, to pretend to ir; and 
om Law can with Equity put us in pofl fion of ir. 
is fo, Pm affur’d to have the Poficfion of your 
t3 tis by thar Thought I can live in my Exile. 
the only thing thac can fupport my Life; and for 
ynat only can I fay thar I'm not abfoiurely unhappy : I 
“pe the Romans will in time know, that as your Love 
e hud nothing of Injuftice, fo I nave infpir’d you 
nothing but rational Thoughts, J defire not, Titus, 
that you lofe your feif to preferve me; I will ‘not have 
you oppofe the Emperor, Iwill not have you acquire 
the Senate’s hatred, I will noc have you irricare the 
People againft you, Iwill not have you endeavour to 
make the Army rebel, I will not have you refufe the fair 
Uiiicide, who, I know, is appointed for you ; I will 
not, I fay, have you lofe the Empire for love of me, On 
the contrary, I counfe] and conjare you to obey the 
Emperor, to follow the Senate’s Advice, to content the 
humours of the People, to keep your Legions, to make 
sew Conqueits, to receive on the Throne the tco happy 
Urricide, and preferve the Empire which Fate proe 
mifes, and Birth gives you, ; 

But, when to my Prejudice you have farished al! the 
World, be fo juft as to remember, thar Berenice thou 
be your only Paffion: If I obtain this Favour trom you, 
I thall depare with fome Pleafure in fpight of all iny 
Sorrows; and {hall be fo far from making Imprecations 
againft my Enemies, that fhall make Vows for their 
Fizelity, as I fhall do for your Prefervation, 

May you then, O Tztus, “gain as many Vittories as 
you give Battels; may you reign over your Peopie with 
as much Authority as Clemency ; may yon be feai’d of 
all the Earth; may you have as much Glory as you 
meric; may your Reign be as happy as 1 am unfortu- 
gate: In fine, may you do fo many brave Agtions, both 
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by your excellent Valour and rare Goodnefs, that, cy 
content of all Naiions, you may one day be call’, Tue 


Love aad Delight cf Mankind. 





CONSEQUENCE, 


Thefe Wifhes were too paffionate not to be exbauftcd, 
Titus was as preat, and as much belov'd as Berenice did 
wifh: uind if Hiftory deceive me not, fhe ras his Lalt 
Paffion, according as fhe defir’d, So thut it muy be 
faid, that fhe obtucn’d all that fhe ask’d, tho’ fhe parted 
from Rome, and abandon’d Titus, 
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PREEUDE, 


Pinchea, Quecn cf Sufania, bezag taken Prifoner of 
tar by tbe great Cyrus, was favourably treated 5 ix 
achacmledyment of which Courtefie fhe oblig’d A- 
pracates ver Husband to forfake the Lydian Party, 
and join bis Arms with thofe of this invincible Con- 
ucror:, But that mighty Man of War, to fignulixe 
his Gratitude and Courage, ak’d Permiffien from 
Cyrus to fight in the advane’d Guards a1 the Day of 
Battel, That glovicus Favour being granted him, 
be did prodigizus things, and fo difregarded himfelf, 
that be gata'’d the Battel, but loft his Life, His 
Body was brought back cover'd sith Wounds to the 
di confolate Panthea ; and Cyrus going to comfurt 
her, or rather bear a part in her Affittion for a Lofs 
equal to them both, this forromful Princess [puke to 
kim én thefe words. e 
@. 
B7 OU ke, Great aad Noble Cyrus! what the Vi- 
i cory bas coft you; lbrudatcs has prov’d the 
Victim, which has made the Gods propitious to 
iz his Blood has dy’d the Laureis that are wreath’d 
your Head; he is dead in crowning you, To 
he trush, Cyviz and Pantkes are rather the caufe 
:, than the Velour of the Lydians: Yes, Cy- 
: Geaevelty, kis Gratitude end mine, have puc 
he deplorabie conditios Le now is; You fee 
Powys yey him 














ag Paathea to Cyrus. 


him guice cover’d vith his own Biood, and that of his 
Enemies : The many Wounds he has receiv’d all over 
his Body, axe certain Procis of thofe he gave his Ene. 
niies : His undaunted Courage chang’d that of the 
Eyptéans into Defpairs and that illuftrious Hand,which 
they have almofl feparaced from his Arm, (alas! what 
sn Objed ’tis'to Panthea!} makes i fuficiently teen, 
that he quitted not his Arms without his Lite, He 
was feen, generous Cyrus, to fight with fuch Courape, 
thar ’cwas faid, the gaining that Battel ought to put 
zhe Crown of the World upon his Head. He has re- 
paid ihe Obligations 1 hd trom you with his Perfen, 
his Blood, aud his Life 5 and thts, O invincible Cyii ! 
{as lve told you already) your Generofiiy, his Gratitude 
aud mine,.have caus’d his Death and my Mifery, How- 
ever, I don’t accufe you, I’m too juft ro do that; onthe 
contrary, I thank you kindly for offering your affiftance 
to comfort me; I praife in you,O Cyrus] char generous 
Sentiment which makes you fhed Tears the very Day of 
your Viatory, and which makes you grieve mose for 
the Death of your Friend, thanrejzyce for gaining the 
Bartel, and defeating al] your Enemies, Bur, after ve 
done your Virtue this Juftice, fuffer me, without ci- 
ther accufing you or repenting me, to complain of te 
Rigour of my Fate, who owing the prefervation of my 
Henour to you, would cblige me to expofe my dear 
Abradates to x Fight, where multitudes only mace 
him fall under their weight, ’T'was only for the love 
of me ‘he abandon’d Crajui’s Forces; for, tho’ he had 
sjuft caufe enough not io ferve him, the Memory of the 
dead King lis Father, who lov’d him dearly, made 
him noc abandon the Son, tho’ lefs virrcuous: Bur I no 
fooner made my Obligations from you known to him, 
than he fiankly offer’d to requite me and you for fo fen- 
fible an Obligation, Your Fame had formerly difpos'd 
his Heart to confent to what Task’d, and having alrea- 
cy efteem’d you iniinitely, *iwas eafie for him to love 
yer, 

in fhort, Gyrus, you know ke teftified at thar time 
great Gratkude ro you, and alfo great Love ro me ss A 
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ae he to me) generous Panthea, Abradates cannot 
¢ your Prorestor’s Enemy ; be hath dryd up your 
Tears, and I muft fpend my Blood in bs Service; he 
hath been one of your Glory, and my Valour muft 

" encreafe has; be bath loft a Man whom be very much - 
lov’d, by proteding you ; I ought to repair that Lofs, 
and (éf 2 be poffible) not to tet it be perctiv'd in the 
Day of Barred that Arafpes % not theve, Tes, (faid he 
tome aloud) I wail lofe my Life, but I will reflifie to 
Cyrus, thar they who receive Benefits a tivey ouahture 
fometimes as generous as they that give'em.” Alas! 
(mut 1 cel] ic?) I never gainfaid this Difcourfe, and, 
without apprehending any tatal Event from fo noble an 
larention, I prais’d bis Refolucion and Defien, Ithank’d 
him for that which was to become the Ciufe of my. 
greateft Misfortune 5 and, contributing to my own Un- 
happinefs, I excited his Courage to do things which 
have caus’d his Death this day, but yer will make him: 
live eternally, O cruel Remembrance! O Injuftice of 
Fortune! Of all che Conquerors, why fhou’d Abrudates 
only have been overcome ? And having fo profirably 
thed his Blood for gaining of the Batel, why thou’d he 
almoft have been the only one who enjoy’d not rhe 
Fruits of che Victory? But ’twas not in this Encouns 
ter alotie that I contributed to my own Difafter; fo 
great was my blindnefs, chat I expected that fatal Day, 
like a Day of Triumph 3 my Spirit was fill’d with no- 
thing Luc Hope, my Imagination prefenred me with 
nothing but what was agreeable, I look’d upon the 
conclufion of the Fight as the cummencement of my Fe= 
liciey  Methoughts I faw Abradites returning adorn’d 
all with Palms, and his Chasic: overloaded with the 
Spoils of his Enemies, and on that confideration I took 
painsto make his Armour: lorious than {trong ¢ 
I knew Abradutes’s Valet I did not-alfo know 
Forrune’s Malice, I foinvcth fear’d his brave Actions 
wou'd noc be fuPicientiy known, that I imploy’d-all 
my Jewels to make his Coat of Armour the more re= 
tharkable, Bur, infenGble that I aim, whae co I fay ? 
Doub:le 1 was in Confedera:y with his Enemies, F 
: was 
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was minded to fhew them where to ftrike; I was the 
caufe ot all the Wounds that Abrudates receiv’d 5 "twas 
I who pierc’d his Hearc, and cover’d all his Body with 
Blood ; I guided all his Allailants Hands: As if it cowd 
not have been enough, that the Generous fought him in 
emulation of his extraordinary Courage, I muft a:f 
make the Avaricious and Mercenary ufe the fame Mic- 
thods, In fine, I arm’d all Crafie’s Army againit kim, 
fome only by defiring ro conquer 2 Man who feem’d ty 
be the God of War, and others by the richnefs of ths 
Booty: *Twas my Hand pur on efbradates’s Armor 
that curfed Day; yes, Generous Cy'us, L my felf brougie 
the caufe of my Ruin upon him; and iho’ in that very 
inftane a fecrer Horrour feiz’d me, which ‘oretold my 
Mifery, I defpis’d a Revelation which was fent me by 
the Gods ; and fince I cov’d nor reitrain my Tears, I 
was fo unjufk as to conceal ’em fom my ccar Abra 
dates: Methought it was a robbing him of his Hearc, 
to teitifie co him, that I wanted one at fuch @ time: 
Bur, imprudent as I was, T oughi to have fhown him 
my Tears with all their bitcerneis ; for, coubclefs, it by 
Grief I had let his know my Lise depended upon the 
prefervation of his, he wou’d have taken more care of 
himfelf chan he did; he wou’d have equally conGiJer’d 
your Glory ané my Life: But, O illuttrious Qvi«! it 
feems at that time I neither caz’d for Abradates’s Lite 
nor-my own 3 forwhenI had made aa end ot arraying 
him, and had led him to the Magnificent Charioz chat 
waiced for him, I neizher fecke to him ot himien, nor 
aime, but wholly of your Obligations te "ne 2 reminded 
him, that whee you might have treaced me as a Siave, 
you did ic acto 2 Queen 5 thar having had the Misr 
tune of diipieefing a Man, who yuu Jov’d beter 
your felf, you was fo generous as to ccfend cne 
him, and that after fo hercick an Adtion : I roid you 


he wow'd be 2s iaichful and profiable 12 yon as u4- 
























Behold, Generous Cyres,-whet T aii to my deat 
Abradates ar our ial parthig, Whive Troug is e200 
OF LCYSy GULC? ne, TF 





i 
G 


‘ 


Panthea to Cyrus. 81 


keto me, putting his Hand upon my Head, and cafting 
Hs Eyes towards Heaven) that I might fhew my felf to 
day ds a deferving Friend to Cyrus, and a a Hinband 
worthy of Panthea, Having fo faid, he left me, and 
‘ooking on meas long as *twas poflible while he was 
ix the Chariur, he ordei’d the Poftilion to go forward, 
Tien, being depriv’d of emnbracing my dear Abrudates 
any more, all I cou’d do was, to kifs the ourfice of the 
Ctair wherein he us’dto fir. eAdzeuw, weu'd I have 
‘aid to my dear Abradates, when an exceffive Gricf 
furprizing me all at once, hinder’d me, ‘Tho’ the Ciia- 
rior began to drive from me, I did not forbear to futlow 
iz: Bur when eAbradates perceiv’d it, Go (aid he to. 
me) generous Panchea, expedt my Return mith Hopes 
of fecing me antn, Wo is me! I didnot then know 
that the Chariot (whofe Magnificence atcraéted the Eyes” 
of all its beholders, and which feem’d to have been 
made for a Day of Triumph) wou’d be Abradutes's 
Coffin: However, I did no foonet lofe the Sight of him, 
when my Waicting-woman having put mein my Liter, 
and brought me back to my Aunt, I ceas*d to hope, and 
began to fear, My Imagination, which, till then, had 
eertain’d me with Crowns and Viftories, now pres 
fented nothing to my View but doleful Objedts, and, ac~ 
cording to che Account is given me of the bufinefs, I 
fuw,|in my Melancholy, all that hath befallen my dear 
cfbradates, Yes, Cyrus, 1 faw him in the front of the 
Battel, impatient to fhed his Blood for your Glory; ¥ 
far ie furioufly repulfe the Lydiaas; 1 faw him 
break the Battalions he arcack’d ; 1 faw him give Death 
whejefGcver he carry’d his Arms, purfuing nis flying 
Enemies, covering the Fields with dead Bodies, and, in 
my Villon, mechought I faw his Chariot conducted by 
Viétory. 
But alas! that Apparacion was quickly defac’d by 
another, I faw of a fudden,that that which fhou’d have 
oblig’d Abradates’s Soldiers to ftick clofe to him, made 
then} abandon him, The prear dangers wherein he 
threw himfelf, dauared his Followers Courage, and aug- 
that ot the Zeyptiaus. I faw him abandon é 
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by the moft part of his Soldiers, and enclos’d by bis 
Enemies, yet I faw him make bright day through the 
Launces, the Darts, and the Javelins of chem he did 
affault; I faw him (like Ligat:.ing among the ranks) 
overthrow all chat he encounzer’d; break the Chariors 
that oppos'd him ; kill che Men who drove them; at- 
cack and deiend imfit at once ; and, in fine, conquer 
all chat withftood his Vaiour. Bur, after he had with 
his own Hand erected a Trophy to yours and his own 
Glory, and had taughe your Soldiers which way they 
fhou’d obzain the Victory 5 after, I fay, he had covei'd 
all the Fields with Blood, dead Bodies, broken Aims, 
and Chariots dafh’d ro pieces, thofe fame Men whoin 
he had kill’d, thofe Arms which he had broken, and 
thofe very Chariots which he deftroy’d, did (O Cyrus! 
{hal} 1 cell it? ) overturn that of my dear cAbracates, 
Ik he had conquer’d lefs Enemies, he had not been over- 
come: Thofe whom he had conquer’d were more fatal 
to him than thofe he had to fight: Buc, in fine, I faw 
Abradates opprefe’d by the Croud, I faw him all over 
wounded, diiputing for his Life, even to che laff drop, 
of his Bluod 5 O terrifying ViGion! I faw him fall dead, 
and dying conquer thofe who caus’d him to die, In 
effe&, O Cyrus, you know that your Soldiers tought 
betrer to have the dead Body of eAbradates, than they 
did to fave his Life, Judge what condition cou’d my 
Soul be in during fuch a iamentabie fight: Bui that was 
nothing in comparifon of what I fuffer'd when 1 faw 
eAbradates’s Chariot recurn all loaded with the Spoils 
of his Enemies; and above that faral Trophy, the Body 
of that illuftrious Hero all cover’d with Wounds, pale, 
dead, and bieeding, 

O Cyrus! O Panthea! O dolcful Vidtory! what Ob- 
ject ct my Eyes! and what Grief to my Soul! fo great, 
that 1 am aftonifh’d ic hath not already depriv’d me of 
all my Sorrow ; every thing I fee tormeats me, and 
all think of makes me defpair: Four, Cyrus, when 
the uniawiul Paffion of trafpes gave me caufe tw com- 
plain, it I had then had my recourfe to Death, I had 
preferv’d Abradates’s Life, I had fecur’d my a 
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sd yor fhould not have had caufe to accufe 2 Man who 
wasbejuv'd of you, Ifhould have altogether {atisty’d 
my Hilsband, my own Glory, and the great Cyrus. I 
ow’d Him that refpect not co have complain’d of his 
Favouilite,-and, if 1 had-been rational, Deach fhouid 
nave hlesder’d my complaints then, and myTears to day 5 
bat Fave had otherwife refolv’d it. : 
Wold to the Gods, in fo fad-an Adventure, that as 
Ubradates {how'd himfelf a Husband worthy of Pan- 
thea, and worthy of Cyzus, I may alfo manifeft his 
Friend|hip co Pofterity, and that- Panther was a Wile 
worthy of Abradates,and that fhe was not unworthy of 
Cyrve’§ Protection, I well perceive, O excellent Prince, 
by the many Sacrifices thar are prepar’d, and by the 
magnificent Ornaments that are brought to me upon 
your account, that you defign to make the Obfequies of 
my dehr Abradates fuitable to this illuftrious Conque- 
ror} but becaufe his Glory is the only thing I oughe 
to takk care of, Ogreat Cyrus, let Pofterity know, by 2 
lowe $ Monument, and by true Infcriptions, what A- 
radaqes was eternize together your Glory, his and 
my Uihappines. ‘The Gold and the Marble which yoti 
wil] ule in it will not be unprofirable to you, and the 
Tomb] which. you caufe to be builr, to immortalize A- 
bradades, hall make your felf immortal. There are 
more People who can do a brave Aétion, than give ac~ 
count bf it themfelves: Who can-acknowledge and 
publifh ic as ic ought to be? Harbour nor that Jealoufie 
which! Glory gives to the moft illuftrious, and believe, 
thar if you take care of that of Abradates, the Gods 
will alf take care of yours, The Blood which he has 
sft fok you merits methinks this Gratitude; nor thall 
Idoutk my obraining’ what J defire of you: I fee that 
you cgnfent fo me, and that I no fooner thitk of my 
Requelt, than your Goodnefs obliges me to thank yous 
However, Ihave yet another to ask of you; ’tis, O 
Hivftrious Cyrus] that without haftening the colejul 
Pomplof my dear Abradates, I may be yer’ fuifer’d +0 
wath fis Wounds with my Tears a while; all the vi- 


Gims lueceffary for appealing his Ghoft are nor yet in 
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thatorder they fhould be: O Cyrus! fer tem not ther, 
be haften’d, I {hall not make %em wait long, my lalt 
Farewells (hall be quickly faid; befides, ’tis very jut 
that, fince he died for me, I fhed fo many Tears as he 
did drops of Blood : Since1 fhall fee him no more in 
this World, Lough to enjoy the fight as long as poffi- 
ble: O Cyrus! this lamentable and moft pititui Obje& 
4s the only Good Ihave left, ’cis both my Defpair and 
Comfort, I cannot fee ic without dying, and perhaps I 
fhall die as foon as I’m depriv’d of the Sight ; wheretore 
T conjure you that I be not haften’d. And becaufe you 
defir’d me cotell you into what Place I woud go, I 
Promife ye, chat you {hall quickly know the Place I 
{hall chute for my Retiremenc, 


mvteene mee 





CONSEQUENCE, 


Alas! this beautiful and melancholy Qucen mas but 
foo true; for fearcely had fhe deceiv'd Cyrus, by ma- 
hing him believe Jhe was capable of ferviving ‘Abra- 
dates, (that genevous Deceptzom being the Refult of ber 
patherick Requeft) but fhe chofe her Retiving-pluce, 1 
mean her Husband’s Tomb. I fay, Cyrus was no founer 
departed, but fhe plung’d a Poniurd in ber Heart, and 
expir’d upon the dead Body of Abradaces, 

This generous idonarch was incredibly griev'd, and t0 
eternixe the Memory of thefe two matchlefs Perfons, 
and with that bis own Gratitude, he built for them a 
Stately Monument, where, many Ages afier bis, roe 
Marble and Brafs declar'd the Virtues of Vanthca and 
Valour of Abradates ; and the River Pactolus, which 
there veprefented, upon whofe Banks tis Tomb twas 
built, feems to tell, that fhe efteems their Relécks as 
more precious than all the Gold that rouls entwifted 
with ber Sands, 2 . 
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Amalafontha to Theodates. 





PRELUDE, 


Amaiafontha, Daughter of Theodorick thepveat, rcign'd 
after the Death of Eutharick ber Husband ezght tears 
inltaly with a marvellous Splendor, during the mi- 
norzty of Athalarick ber Son, But this young Prince 
being dead, whether twas that fhe would defchuge 
ber felf partly of Stare Affairs, ov that fhe belied 
the Goths were defirons of a King, fhe plac'd upon 
the Throne Theodates, Son of Amalireda, Sifter to 
Theodorick ber Father 5 yet with intention to par- 
take of the Sovercign Autnoviry with him. Bur ro: 
ungrateful Man had the Seeptre no fooner in di 
Hund, but he banifh'd th. great Princess: who,upin 
her departure, exprefs'd her felf in thefe Wu ds, 


AVE you forges, Toeodatcs, which way you 
were concudie! tu the Throne? Have you forgos 
how you receiv'diiat Crown which you wesr ? 

Have you forgot of whom you hold that 3ceprre which 
i fee in your Hands? And ist abfolure Power of which 
I feel this Day the Crucicy, Did ic come to you by your 
Valour? Was it given you by the Laws of this King 
com, of by the depopulation of the Goths 2? Have you 
conquer’d that great extent of Country, which acknuw- 
ede gs your Aushoricy? Are you cisher Fd ack 


per, 
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per, or Legitimate King? Anfwer diftinaly, Theodates, 
or acleaft Jet me anfwer for you: Becaufe, if I ben’t 
deceiv’d, you can’t make it for your Advantage, and I 
am more indulgent than to oblige you to rel] any thing 
that would be irkfome to you. Thofe that are averfe 
to acknowledge a Kindnefs can never have a preater 
Punifhment than to be-fore’d to publifh ic: Wheretore I 
will not conftrain you to declare with your own Mouch, 
that neither by right of Birth, nor as a Conqueror, nor 
by chat of our Laws, could you, while I am alive, have 
any pretenfions to the Kingdom of the Gotis, becaufe I 
was in pofleffion of it, as Daughter, Wife, and Mother 
of them whofe ic was, and who left it to me aiter them, 
as their lawful Heirefs, Nor are yon ignorant that you 
are born my Subject; and, thar you would have been 
fo fill, if (by a very excraordinary Goodnefs) I had 
not defcended from the Tnrone ro condust you to it, 
However, after I had taken the Crown from off my 
own Head 10 give ir yous after I had depoficed my 
Sceptre in your Hands, and was refolv’d to make you 
a King: After all that, ’twas evident, I had much ado 
to make the Goths obey you; ’twas plain, I fay, thac 
the firft things you did were to recal to the Court all 
thofe I had banith’d or their Crimes: And after you 
had chofen my greateit Enemies for your principal Mi- 
nifters, Theodates, that fame Theodates whom Ama- 
lafontha, Daughter of Theodoréck the great, had made 
a King; whom fhe, ty her own Hand, had crown’d, 
and to whom, as 2 manifelt proof of her Power, fhe 
demis’d the regs: Authority, banifhes her unjwtly, who 
gave him the Pewer of coing fo. 
Oh, Heavens! is ic poffible there fhould be fuch In- 
ratitude among Men? and is it alfo poffible thar Ama: 
iB onthe hath made fo bad a choice? No, Theodates, 1 
am not like yous I will not condemn you without hear- 
zing; you muft certainly have fome rzafon for hating 
and banifhing of me, What did I againft you while 
you were my Sxbje&k? or what have 1 done againtt you 
tince I have made you a King? I remember very well, 
in the time you were under my Goyerament, and sh 
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Thad the Power of punifhing, or rewarding you, I very 
weil remember, that Multicudes of Tufeans having come 
to coinplain to me of the Violences your Avarice made 
you commit againft them; I remember, I fay, that 
being angry to fee you guilty of a Paffion, unbelttirg 
Tacods:ick's Nephew, I us’dall my enceavours to make 
you underitand that fuch defires were baie and unjuf, 
Tis true, I oblig’d you to reftore things which dia not 
belong to yon; but “tis alfo true, tha: I did nothing but 
what Reafon and Equity would have me do, I know T 
toid you at that time, that Avarice was the infallible 
figs of a mean Spirit; thar almoft all covereous People 

were Cowards; that they who fo paffionately defire to 

heap up Treafures, take but litle care to acquire Giory 5. 
and, infine, that Avarice ( for the moft part) was the 
Companion of Ingratitude. See, Theodates, what I’ve 
dune again{t you ; I’ve endeavour’d to corre 2 wicked 
Inclination, with which you were born: But, do you 
know, Theodtes, what was then my intention? I 
thought of putting a Crown upon your Head; I thought 
of giving my Subjects no cause to reproach you, when 
you fhould become their King; I thought to hinder 
them from fearing that you would be their Tyrant 
rather than Sovereign ; and, that they fhouid no: appre- 
hend that he (who had already ufurp’d thety Fortunes, 
when he was bur a Subjeét iike chemfelves) would nox 
entirely ruin them, when he fhonid d¢ their Maftes : 
Confider, Theodates, che true Caule of the fharpneié of 
thar Reprimand, whiei. hath intus’é that hatied in your 
Soul againit me. 

Neverthele3, I wonder, thar having fpent the moft 
par: of your Life in fludying Pluto’s Phiiofoply, yo 
fhouid take ic ill co be corrected by any-body, They 
who fo carefully learnWifdom thould methinks praétice 
its aad I can’t chink ic futhicienly ftrange, that you 
fhouid fo well remember the Reprimand I gave you, as 
not remember likewife what I have done for you, When 
I refolv’d your Coronation, I did it not rathly, I con- 
fider’d what you were; 1 endeavour’d to forefee what 
you would one day be. 1 found two Inciinations in you 
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which did not pleafe me: The frft was that negligence 
which you always have had or Wariike Affairs; and 
the fecond, that infatiable defire of acquiring every day 
new Riches, Yet I thought that the one would oblige 
you to be wife; and for the other, I thought that a Maa 
who believ’d his Avarice could be fatisfy’d with ufiup- 
ing three or four Foot of Ground from his Neighbours, 
would be cur’d of that Infamous Paffion when I gave 
him a Kingdom, I beli.v’d, I fay, tha: when thar 
Avarice wanted an Qbdje&, "woud at laf become 2 
fioble Ambition ; that you would after that take as 
auch care to merit the Fortune I had given you, as 
you have always had to puichafe new Treafures; and 
I beliew’d, in fine, that of 2 coverous and flothiul Sub- 
je&t, 1 fhculd make a prudent and undeiftanding King, 
But 1 fhould have alfo thought thac he who could noc 
éudure Neighbours ct his Country-houfe, and who was 
fo unjuft to augment his Limits by paces, I fay, I might 
have very well thoug’ that a Man of thar Humour 
would never refolve to partake a Throne with me, 
Truly, Taeodates, I don’t at all chink that you’ve well 
weigh’d what you do, for, is it poffible, after have 
given you agreat Kingdom, after I have made you 
Matter cf the Goths and all Italy, that you can appoin:, 
for the place of my Banifhment, that little Iland of 
Belfina, fiuared in the middle of a Lake, where there 
is hardly plaze for 2 fmall Caftle? No, Theodates, ler 
ns not difguife the Trush : The place of my Banifhment 
fhould be rather call’d my Prifon or my Tomb, May be 
Ythall there find my Executioners, thinking to find my 
Guards ; and it may alfo be, that in this very time Pm 
Speaking to you, you are vex’d at the length cf my ° 
Difcourfe, because by it the fatal moment ot my Death 
is poftpon’d, 

However, you are not yet in condition ro accomplifa 
the Crime which you are ready to commit: Confider, 
Theodates, what you are undertaking, perhaps my 
Death may coit you your Life, Erernize thea your 
Name fome other way than by Ingratirnde ; don’t begin 
your Reign wish an unjuft Action ; and,if it be pus 

ct 
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~ Jet your repenting for a wicked Defign make you under- 


ake betcer. Confider, if I had not been willing to have 
you reign, I fhoutd not have made you King, and char 


‘ ipbe noc thought, that L had no other Defign in ferting 
- you upan the Throne, but to have the Satisfaction of 








PITS 


throwing youdown. Therefore, whaz do you appre- 
hena of me? Or to fay better, what fhould you not tear, 
j; you banifh me? Do you think that the Goths and 
fsatians will endure, without maimuring, the Daugh- 
ret or Tazedovick to be unworthily created by a Man 
whom chey hare fo much already, who was but her 
Subject? thar fecrec Hatred which they have co you, 
will appear as foon as they can find a pretext for it s 
they will think of reveaging the abufe done to me, as 
well aschemfelves: And in thar manner, without Aina 
lafonth.’s contributing to your Ruin, fhe thall no: for~ 
béar to oversbrow the Throne whereon fhe hath plac’d 
you, The Injury you do to me coth not reach me 
only, all che Princes of the Earth ought to be concern’d 
init: And, it I bea't deceiv’d, you have Neighbours, 
who, under the Tile of Protectors of Innccence, or 
Revengers of my Deazh, fhall meke incurfions into fome 
parts of your Dominions. Ii Fortune hed otherways 
treated me; Uiat Thad i 
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rok the Fivore in fome crber 
23 had ny Subjedis revoiceds nad ihe Emperor 
inian mide \War againit me; tad Berégurzus cone 
rdine; cr, had any other Conquerais ufuip’d my 
wdom; I thould have been the more cu fly comrorced : 
Baz to fee that by iny ewn Hand the Crowns taken 
tram me to vive ix tomy Perfecer, is thar which 
pis a ftand co my Conftaacy, anc ali my Virtue. Ha, 
Tesdates! can you fe Amatufontoa a: the four of he 
fine Throne wii fave foimerhy feen you as my 
S$ .by:&, a3 a Criminal, and 25 a Suppticane ? Can you, 
Liay, fee me there unjaftiy condemn sto perpetual Ba- 
ninmeat, without having done any othe: Crime in al] 
niy Lite, bur that I gave you che Sovereign Power ? Pei- 
haps chat is the caufe why Heaven punifhes me, ic 
would revenge upoa me all che Injufices you will co: 
ail, and piake me my teat experimentally feel thas, 
Pac) Wists 
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which doubtiefs you will make others unfergo. How- 
ever, becaufe my Intentions were moft fincere, I can’c 
sepent me of what I have done for you: Bur fince J am 
fo generous as nor to repent me of 2 good A&ion, be 
you alfo {0 juft as to repent of a wicked one: And if 
you will not do it for love to me, let ir be done for love 
to your felf, Ingraticude is a popular Vice, which hath 
never been feen upon the Throne but with Monfteis : 
And as Liberality and Graticude are the true Virtues of 
Kings, Avarice and Ingraticude are Vices which they 
fhou’d never be capable of. They are the diitriburers 
of Rewards; thar which is Avarice in the Heart of a 
Subject, fhou’d be Prodigality in him, and that which 
is Tngratitude fhou’d be Ambition in the Soul of a 
Sovereign. Yes, Theodates, a King may be Ambitious 
and Prodigal, withouc being difhonour’d, bur he can 
never be either Coveteous or Ingrateful, without being 
the obieét of his Subjects difdain, and wickour being 
exectable to Poiterity, Doubriefs your Books have 
taught you what J fay, and what only Experience hazh 
taught me: But you think, if I ben’c miftaken, ’tis 
eafier to make a fine Difcourfe, than to do a brave 
Aion, ’Tis not, that the way to Virtue is difhculs 
if the Inclinations be noble: On che contrary, it brings 
its Reward along with its; and the Pleafure of doing 
well is the more agreeable, Bur that which gives you 
the trouble of bringing your felf to is, is, thar all your 
Znclfnations are againtt you, 

You can’t be juit wirhout fighting againft your felf; 
you can’t be thankful without betraying your own 
Thonghts; you can't be liberal without tearing your 
Heart; and, to fay all in one word, you can’t tollow 
Virtue withouc abandoning your felf Yer conficer, 
Theodates, thar you have but one Enemy to fubdue, 
undertake that War, if you believe me, and be affur’d 
ic will prove glorious to you: You need befiege no 
€icy, you need give no Baitel, you need have no incom 
modious Voyage to underrake, you need not exhault 
your fo much belov’d Freafures to raife Arms, you need 
not hazard-your Life on that occafion, you need aor ga 
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jnta a far Country to feek your Enemies, you need noz 
difturb thac profound Repofe you fo much delight in, 
for, indeed, without going out of your Clofer, you mzy 
find wichin your felt your Adverfary and Defender : 
Your Inclinations will oppofe your Reafon, bur i your 
Willdo but joya with the jufter Party, and if you will 
ftrennoufly difpuce the Vitory, you fhall no fooner de~ 
fign the Conqueft, but you fhall obtain ics or, to explain 
my felf more clearly, you thal] no fooner refolve to 
abandon Vice and embrace Virtue, but you fhail be 
victorious, 

Perhaps you will fay to me, that this Civil War, 
which will pafs without any Evidence burt your feif, 
will not be glorious to you, becaufe it will not be pub- 
lick 5 but think not, Theodates, that Virtue is a thing 
ean be hidden, you'll no fooner be of its Party, bur all 
the World fhalf know is. You fhall gather no more 
Teafures, buc only to enrich your SubjeGis; you fhall 
nor oblige your felf, bur only to reward thofe who 
oblige you; you fhall reign over your People with as 
much Equity as Clemency; you fhall be refpected by 
all che Princes your Neighbours; you fhall no more 
tanith Amalafontha, and your Name fhall be glorious 
in all Ages to come. Behold, Theodates, what vido- 
rious Fruits you may reap, which don’t in the iccft 
depend on the Caprice of Fortune, nor the Chance of 
Arnis 5 ’tis abfolucely in your own power, 

Now, to leave you the freedom of affantting and 
conquering this Enemy, whom Ihave crown’d, 1 with 
draw, and freely yield all the Glory of the Combar 
wo your fel ae a 
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CoNsEQUENCE. 


This Difeourfe wrought zts Effet? on Theodates, but 
wot fuch as Amalafontha expeffed, This Menfter of 
Ingratitude and Cruelty reould not Let himfelf be 
onov'd fo far by the Tears of that Quecn, as tovemem- 
ber the Obligutions be had from her : And becaufe he 
was afham’d to fee ber, be hajten’d ber departure, 
Let bis Inhumanity flatd not there ; for, fome few days 
after, he indue'd them who were Encmies to the Vir 
tues of that great Préncefs to kill ber with a Poniard 
én the Prifon, But this did not pafs unpunifld; be 
did not long enjoy the Frut of his Cruelty, for be lo? 
the Sceptre with his Life, Hu Death was the Effect of 
ber Difcourfe, which at Laft arm’d bis jufl Revengers 
againfl him. 
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Lucretia to Collatinus. 





PRELUDE, 


Notbing’s veanting to introduce this Difcourfe, for’ 
cvery-body knows that when the young Tarquin ra- 
vifh'd Lucretia, fhe acéther conccal’d his Crime nor 
her oven Misfortune, but veveal’d beth to her Huf- 
band : And, to excite bis Revenge, fhe made appear 
to him the Abufe done to her, with all the Circum- 
lances that cow'd aggravate zt, Tho’ this Accident 
happen'd feveral Azes azo, (being almoft as ald a 
anczent Rome) zt can’t yet be decided, whether fhe | 
did well in killing her felf after her Misfortune, or 
schether fhe had not done better to have det Tarquin 
kill her, and fo have dy'd innocent, tho? fhe had not. 
been thought fo, Reader, bear ber Reafons, and, 
becaufe ber Cafe is expos'd ta the view of the World, 
and all Men are her Fudges, give your Opinion a- 
mong others, and make ufe of that Privilege which 
every one hath : But fince fhe’s going to {peak, don’t 
condemn ber without heaving, 


Las! Can Lucretia poffibly fee Collatinus with- 
A out daring to call him her Husband? Yes, Rea~ 

fon will have it fo, and1 will not oppofe it, 
No, Collatinus, Iam no more your Wife, I’m an un- 
happy Creature tha the Indignacion of the Gods hath 
chofen to be the Object of the moft horrid Tay ah 
heat 
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heard of: I’m no more chet Lucretia, whofe Virtue 
charm’d you mere than her Beaury, but an unfortunace 
Soul, which anocher’s Crime hath made culpable. But 
thar I may {peak to yon with Tranquilicy under fo great 
an AMliétion, :wear to me, thar you will revenge the 
Abufe I’ve receiv’d; ler ine fee Delires of Vengeance 
in your Eyes; fhew me the Toniard chat fhou’d obtize- 
rate the Injury done me; be carne with me to know 
the Tyrane’s Name: Bur, alas! can tell ir? Yes, Lu- 
eretza, for your vindication and chaftifement, you mit 
ta day be aliogecher thy Accuftr, thy Witneis, thy De- 
fender, and thy Judge. 

Know then, Collatinus, chat Lucretia, who did ever 
Jove her Honour betrer.than her Lie or yours, whole 
Chaftiry was always without blemifh, the Purity of 
whofe Soul is incorruptible, hath fuffer’d in your place’ 
a bafe and infamous Perfo, the Son of 2 Tyrant, anda 
Tyrant himfelf, Yes, Collatinu, tae perfidious Tar- 
guin, whom you call’d your Friend when you brought 
him co me the firft rime I had feen him, ( and 1 wilhit 
“had been the laft Day of my Life ) that Traytor,T fay, 
hath made triumph of Lucretia’s Chaftity, by defpifing 
his own Glory; he bath lefto’d yours, by having abfo- 
jutely o’erciouded mine, and by a Cruelty without Pre- 
fident he hath reduc’d me to the moft deplorable condi- 
tion that any Women, whofe whole Inclinations are 
noble, cou’d ever fee, Z 

I perceive, generous Collatinus, that my Difcuurle 
aftonifhes you, and that you are in pain to believe wnat 
I fay, yet it is.a certain Truth; 1 am Witnefs and 
Affociace of Luevetza’s Crime. Yes, Collatinus, tho’ | 
am yet alive, I am notinnocent: Yes, my Father, your 
Daughter is guilty, for having furviv’d her Glory: Yes, 
Brutus, 1 merit the Hatred of alliny Neighbours ; and 
Gace I have committed no other Crime chan the giving 
way to a cruel Tyrant, who, by the Injury he hazh done 
me, has al:ogether violated che Laws of Men, ot F riend- 
fhip, offended the Roman People, and defpis’d the Gods, 
*gis enough to meric the Hatred of all che World, 


Woe 
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woe isme! Is ix poffible that Lucretia fhow’d in 
foire fuch bafe Thoughts, thac her Beauty cow’d kindle 
a Fiame that fhou’d be her own deftruétion ; and, thac 
her Looks, which were fo innocent, cou’d give fuch 
criminal Defires ? Buc what is thy woncer, infenfible 
as hott art? Rather wonder that thou didft not make 
away thy felf before thy great Misfortune 3 then was 
the time, Lecvetia, wherein thou fhouldft have teftified 
Courage, and the love thou hadft to Glory ; you would 
then have dy’d innocent, your Life wou'd have been 
fporlefs, and without queftion the Gods would have 
been careful of your Reputation. Bur, in fine, the bufi- 
nefs is not fo, 1am unhappy, unworthy to fee the light, 
unworthy of being Lucretzus’s Daughter, unworthy of 
being Collatizu.’s Wife, and unworthy of being a Re- 
man, 

Now, Collatinus, Task of you what Punifhment Lu. 
cretia deferves: Deprive her of your Affection, blot 
her out of your Memory, revenge the Abufe that has 
been done to her, only for love to your felf, and not out 
of love to her 3 look dn her for the future as infamous ; 
and tho’ her Misfortune be extream, deny her that come 
paflion which is had on all that are miferable, Buc 
neverthelels, ific were permicted me, after I have-{po- 
ken againft my felf, to fay fomewhat in my defence. 
Twould fay, Collatinue, without contradiGing Truth, 
rhatI have not eclips’d my Glory, but only by having 
lov'd it toowell. Targuén’s fair Promifes did not souch 
my Heart, his Paffion gave me none, his Prefents did 
never fhock my Fidelity, nor Love nor Ambition en- 
tangle my Soul ; and tho’ I defir’d to {peak for my felf, 
Ican only fay that I iov’d my Reputation too much, 
Yes, Collatinus, Lucretiz's Crime was, that fhe pre- 
fer’d Fame to true Glory. 

When the infolent- Tarquin came into my Chamber, 
I being awake, faw a Dagger in his Hand, and having 
put itto my Throat, to hinder my crying our, he began 
to open the Paffion he had for me: The Gods know 
what were then my Thoughts, and if Death appear’d 
terrible to me, in thas condition I equally defpis’d the 
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Prayers and Threats of the Tyrant; his Demands and 

Offers were equally rejeéted, neither Love nor Fear had 
any place in my Soul, Death did nor affright me, I was 

fo far from fearing it, thac I often defir’d it 3 my Virtue 

had nothing to contend wich acthat time, I did oot he- 

firate in preferring Death to the Tyrant’s Love, and 1 

know no horrid Pain which I wou’d not have joyfully 

endur'd to preferve my Honour: But when my Viriue 
had wearied the Tyrant’s Patience, that he found nej- 

ther his Prayers, Tears, Prefents, Promifes, Threats, 

nor Death itfelf, cou’d move my Heart, that Barburisn, 

infpir’d by the Furies, faid, if 1 refifted his Defires any 

longer, he wou'd not only kill me, but (to make me 
hateful to Pofterity) he wou’d kill a Slave chat attended 

on him, tothe end that leaving him dead in my Bed, 

ic fhou’d be chouight that I had forgot my Honour for 

. that Slave, and that he, pufh’don by his Zeal for you, 
had punifh’d us, as being guiley of rhat Crime, J fpeak 
with fhame, thar that Ditcourfe wrought on my Spirit 

what the certainty of Death cou’d not do 3 I loft both 

Strength and Reason, I yielded to the Tyrant, and the 

fear ot being render’d infamous was the only ching 

induc’d meto ir, No, Collatznus, I cam’t endure that 

_ Lucretia thou’d be accus’d of haviag fail’d in her Ho- 
“nour, that the Memory of ic was eternally blafted 5 and 
thinking thar fhe fhould be execrable to you, hinder'é 

her from dying at that inftant, and makes her live 

now. I did ail things to oppofe the Tyrant’s Violen- 

ces, except kihing my felf ; I defir’d to live, tha: I 
mighs vindicate my Reputation, and that I fhould not 

die unreveng’d 5 for, 2 falfe Idea of Glory polletling 

my Heart, caus’d me to commit a Crime which I did 

sread to be accus’d of, However, the Gods are my 

Wirnefles, rhac my Soul and Defires are wholly pure; 

my Confent contributed nothing to that doleful Acci- 

dent, neither in the beginning, progrefs, nor end of it, 
You know, generous Collatinus, that when you brougi: 
the Tyran: as your Friend, I was nor voluntarily the 

caufe of his unruly Paffion, I {carce lifted up my Eyes 

to look oa him; and chat fignal Vi@ory waich my 
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ttodsfy gain'd you that day, fhould make you {ufé- 
creuy convinced, thar I have not drawn upon my {elf 
tig Mistortune chat is befallen me, Afrer that, I did 
uo. fee che treacherous Tarqeze, until that fatal day 
wuerein he made prize of Lucretéa’s Virtue. Bur, what 
dol fay? Tyrants have no Power over the Will, Tam 
ye: the Jame Lucretia who fo much lov’d Glory, be- 
cafe, ’tisceriain, Iam altogether innocent, The Tears 
which flow from my Eyes are not the Effects of my Re-~ 
morfe: I repent not for che Fault I have committed, buc 
only thar I dy’d not before the Fa& committed: We 
were two in the Crime, and bur one Criminal; and my 
Cynicience checks me tor nothing but my having pre-" 
ter'd my Reputation and Revenge to a glorivus Death, 
‘Taat which hath caus’d my Mistortune, is, char I be- 
liev'd the Glory of my Death would not be known: £ 
coubred the Equity of the Gods at that time; and wirh- 
ont rememoring that they do Miractes when they pleat, 
and that they are Protectors or Innocence, I have liv’d 
longer than I ought, becaufe I have furviv'd my Cha- 
ttiy. 

Think not, Collatians, that 1 will diminith my Crime 
toappeafe your Fury ; 1 fee in your Eyes more Spleen 
egaink Tarquin than Hatred to Lucretza: Doubtles, 
you rather pity than accufe me, and all the former 

sions of my Lite does affift to vindicate me in your 
Tieart, 

Moreover, as I have faid already, tho? iam unwil- 
Hngty Guilty, yet Iconfen: that Coilatinus do love me 
nomore, I fpeak not this to flatcer you, but only to 
arm you the more ftrongly for Revenge, Methinks in 
vinaicating my felf, Imake the T'yranc the more odivus ¢ 
The more Innocent I appear, the more Guilty he feems 5 
the more Unhappy I am, the more he deferves to be ; 
and the more Tears I fhed, the more Blood you {hould 
make him fhed, 

Behold, Collutznus, the caufe of my Difcourfe, of my 
Tears, and of my Lite: Lec me not be faid to have 
liv'd infamous to no purpofe. Think of Revenge, genes 
tous Collaténws, confider what you are, and what your 
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Enemy is, or to fpeak better, the publick Enemy, You 
area Roman, you are Virtuous, and if I dare alfo fay 
- fo, you are Lucvetia’s Husband, Buc for him, he is 
of a ftrange Race, he is the Son, and Grand-Son o1 Ty- 
rants, The proud Tarquin, you know, mounted not the 
Throne, but by pulling a virtuous Prince from iz, who® 
- Daughter he marry’d, The Sceprre which he holds 
coft the Life of him who formerly bore it: And to 
-fecure himélf in his Dominions, he has committed more 
Crimes than he hath Subje&ts, Behold, Collatinus, who 
is the Father of my Raviiher: If I ben’t deceiv’d, his 
. Mother don’t make him more confiderabie, For, in fine, 
Tcan't believe that the Son of the infamous Tullz2,who 
. dar’d to drive her Chariot over her Father’s Body, tha: 
. fhe might arrive at the Throne the afpir’d to, had there 
-nor been-as many Enemies in Rome, as there are vireu- 

- ous Men in ir, 

Moreover, the Virtue of Sextus Tarquinius did nor 
, deface the Crimes of his Predeceflors: The belt Attion 
that he did, was, the betraying a greac many Peopte 
whotrufted inhim, Behold, Collatizus, what an Ene- 
“my yours és, go then, go and aflaule him couragioully, 


+ You thall nofooner {peak of the abufe he hach done tc ’ 


me, but you-fhall have all the Romans on your fide ; ic 
fhall be both 2 general and particular Quarrel to them: 
“They will be fear’d for their Wives, theiz Daughiers, 
and theis Siters; they fhall all look upon the treache- 

: sous Tarquin as their Enemy: And if there yet remata 
~-any who will follow him, they will certainly be cow- 
‘ grdly and effeminate, whom it wil] be no hard mater 
vo overcome, The Senate waits only for a Pretext to 
declare themfelves: The People are weary of carrying 
Chains; they will feek a Hand to unbind them ; and 
‘the Equity of the Gods fhall favour your Party; you 
fhal} fee that the Tyrant’s very Relations fhall teas the 
Crown from off his Head, Yes, I fee Brutus liftenivg 
zo me, with intention to revenge my.affront: Doubtlels, 
he will follow you in fuch a generous Defign ; and if 
“rhe confidence which I have of Heaven deceive me nat, 
:Zalready fee the proud Tarquin chas’'d our ot Ra 3 
el? 
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his infamous Son die by fome unknown Hand; and all 
body fall in che duft, for I fear che Gods will not fuffer 

him to die by fo i!luftiious a Haad as yours. Yes, Cole 

latinus, the Victory is yours, I already fee all his Sol- 

ciers revolt, and all the Cicizens mutiny; Hatred ta 

the Tyrant, and defire of Liberty, fhall equally prefs 

them: Would tothe Gods, that I may be the Victim, 
to obcain from their GooJnefs my Country’s Liberty... 
Yes, Coliat?nws, al) the Soldiers who are in his Camp,. 
who fgat to day under his Colours, {hall become worfe 

Enemies to him than they of Ardea, whom he now 

befiexzs. Go thea, and make my Misfortune known 

unto all; and believe, Collatinuws, that you fhall not 

pebtiuh my Crime, but only that of Tavqain, More- 

over, Iam very certain not to hear what the People 

will fay: Foi having been my own Accufer, my Wit- 

nefs, my Pavty, and my Detender, 1 muft de alfo my 

Jucge and Executioner, 

Yes, Collatinus, 1 muft die; don’t tell me then, that 
becaufe my inclinations are innocent, I ought to live, 
that [ might have che Pleafure of feeing how you re~ 
_ Verge my Injury ; ’tis enough that you promife me; 
and therefore I can die contentedly, but can have no 
Pleafure in Life, There is a Lucretia within me, 
whom I can’t endure; I muft fepatate from her, fhe is 
jafupportable to me; I can’t fee her, I can’e fuffer her, 
Lowe he1 Blood to the Other’s Juftifcation, and to the 
Revenge which you will take, When the Roman Peo- 
ple thall fee Lucretza kill'd by her own Hand, because 
fae would not furvive her Misfortune, they will the 
more eafily believe that 2 Woman who lov’d Glory bet- 
ter than Life, was not capable willingiy co lofe it, Thar 
lait Action fhall juftifie al] mine; the Blood which I 
Shall fhed, will beget Soldiers to you, to help your pu- 
nifhing the Tyrant: And, in this manner, I my flf 
fnall help on my Revenge; my Tears Shall doubrlefs have 
fome Effect. 

Moreover, tho’ I am unhappy, I dare believe that 
my Death will trouble you: Yes, Collatinws, yes, my 
Father, you Shall be fenfible of my Death 5 and finding 
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your felves oblig’d both together to reverge the Honsur 
and Lite of your Wife and Daughter, you fhail be ihe 
mere irrirated againft the Tyrant, Say not co me thar 
my Death is efetefs, or that “twill admit of a bad Con. 
ftruétion; No, they who judge fincerely of Affairs, 
will not cake it for the Eifect of my Crime ; Remo:fe 
doth ordinarily thed more Tears than Blood ; and, it I 
ben’r miftaken, Death is the Remedy of the defperately 
Generous, Repentance is always a fign of Weakneis; 
and whofoever is capable of having ir, may live after a 
Tranfgreffion. 1 have the Authority of all Ages for me, 
which makes it cppear, that almoft every Day they 
who have employ’d their Hands againft their own Lite, 
do ic only to difappoint Fortune’s Crueicy, to thuna 
fhameful Death, or to hinder themfelves from beirg 
Slaves, and noc for their Punifhmenr. When we kave 
err’d, we are always favourabie co ouritlves, and few 
People condemn chemfelves to Death: Ler none tell me 
then, that the Blood which I fhall fhed wiil rathcr ble- 
mifh my Life, chan deface what the Tyrant hath done 
to it, 

No, Collatenue, my Intention is too pure, and the 
Gods are too juft to fuffer all Men to be unjuit to me: 1 
die nor thro’ Remorfe or Defpair, I die with Reafon, 
E have told you what caufes I have, do not then oppofe 
my Defign, for you can’t hinder it, Think of Ven- 
geance, and not of my Prefervation ; becaufe the one 
may be glorious to you, and the other will be unpro- 
fitable, Further, Lucretéa’s Example fhall perfwade 
the Roman Ladies never to furvive their Glory: I muft 
vindicate the Efteem that they always had of my Vir- 
tue, I owe che lofs of my Life to my own Glory ; to 
that of my Country; to that of Spuvius Lucretise ; 
and to that of Collatznus, Bur as I thal] do what I ough: 
at thistime, do you the like after my Death: Forget 
nothing to revenge me; employ Sword, Fire, and Poy- 
fon: All Violences are lawful againft Ufurpers; Policy 
muft be joyn’d to force, when Valonr is not fuficient io 
deftroy, Confider the juftnefs of your caule, remember 
Luccetia’s Chaltity, the Love that you ever haq for 
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and chat which fhe had for you; never forget the Paf- 
fion which fhe always had for Glory, and her continual 
hatred io Vice. Believe her to be more Unhappy than 
Guilty; and, from all thofe things, generous Collatinus, 
frame in your Heart au irreconcilable Hatred to the 
Tyranz, Bur, nor to delay any longer fuch a noble Re- 
venze, go, Cellutinus, go, I end this doleful Difcourfe 
‘with ending my Life: And, behold the Dagger which I 
hold, whereby to puailh my felt, whereby to revenge 
yon, ang wherewicha to thew you how the Tyrant’s 
Heart muft be pierc’d. 








ee 


CONSEQUENCE, 


The Comfequence of this affecting Difcou.fe was the 
fizot of Vaiqzia, the banifhment of bis Father, the 
wit of bis Kingdora, and the beginning of the Roman 
Republik, J coft Lucretia’s Ruvafher bath his Life 
and Crorn ; and never mas Cime better punifb'd s 
aver wt an Outrage berter reveng’d, The Death of 
that chajle Unfortunate put Acms in toe Hands of 
geeat many People; ber Blood produ.'d fuch Effects 
as fie exprited: Aad the Name of Tarquin was fo 
cdisw to all she World, that being unable to endure 
it in the Perfon of one of them who bad been affifting 
ty linifh Ty ants, be sas oblig’d to change it, 
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PRELUDE, 


cafter Coriolanus (by bis Motkers entreaty) bad mac? 
Peace with Rome, be caufed the wlimy of te Voli? 
to return to their Country; and mould bave tint 
Peeple experience the Gencrofisy of hs Atiien : Bur 
Tullus, who loved im not, becaufe be pad been for- 
omerly overcome by bim while racy were of a coatiary 
Party, flicied up fome feditzone Feeple, who when b: 
wis defivous to vindicate bimfilf in the publick 
eAfenbly, binder'd him to fpcak, and at Lift kill'd 
him amid{t the Temult, This News bizng brought 
to Rome, all the Ladies of the City fuddenty repair- 
éd to the Mother and oe of that generous Encmy: 
And the firft taking in hand this Difeour fe, did in- 
mediately {peak to them ix this manner. 


Coréolanus your Husband, 1am unworthy of that 
Name; you fhould in reafon hate me as much 2s 
+ formerly that unfortunate Hered lov'a me. Remember 
that tamous Day wherein I employ’d my Tears to di 
arm him: Iwepr, Icry’d, Icommanded; and I forget 
nothing that could make a generous Son flexible. 1 
bepe’d Favour for.che ungraretul ; took part with 2 
vivsanue’s Enemies j and tho’ the Victory was-fo certain 
: : ve 


ie upon meno more, Vergilia, as Mother ci 


Volumnia to Virgilia 103 


rohim, tha: he was veady to be reveng’d of his Banifh- 
ers, and held in Chains almoit all them who did abufe 
him, thar great Heari, which nothing could have mov’¢, 
was at laft overcome by his Mother. I did overcome is) 
him the Conqueror of Rome, and, to my misiorvune, i 
cb:ain’d all that Lask’d of him; you know it, Virgalza, 
as well asI: Nor do I remember aii thofe things, but 
tor redoubling my Grief, Aias! methinks 1 Qi] hear 
the Voice of Corzolanss ! When be had thrown down 
his Arms to come and embrace me, he cry’d out with 
Sighs, O Mother, v:bat have you done to me! Tou bave 
aaim'd aVitlory very glorious for your felf, and very 
bappy for your Country but mot unfortunate for your 
Sut. Woe is me, Vérpélza! this Ditcourfe was but toc 
cue! for thofe fame Arms which he threw down to 
come to me, were empioy’d againgt him: Then did the 
Ved take the Daggers in their Hands, which they 
plunged in his Heart, Ic was I made them undertake 
chat Defign : I was of that Confpiracy againtt him ; for 
attey | had overcome my Son, I deliver‘d him (all un- 
arm’das he was) into the Hands of his Enemies, Ah! 
thoughtlefs Creature chat I was! could I think that it 
would be otherways? Was 1 Mother of all the Vulfcz, 
ta believe, that for love to me they would yield the Vi- 
Gory tome which they were ready to obtain? What 
right had to ask from them the liberty of their Ene- 
wy, Reme 2 Should noc] have choughr, that they would 
revenge upon my Son that lof I had brought upon them ? 
Ah, yes, Firgélie! Vought ro haxe confider'd all thofe 
iings, LE Cor do/acaus could nor retarn to Rome, I ought 

at leaft io have been Companion with him in his Dilho- 
nour, As he did overcome his Refentments in confide- 
rauion of me, I fhould have quitted my Country for love 
oi him. However,we did not ufe him {03 I did let Corza- 
Lunus depart enyiron’d with his Murdereis; I recurn’d 
10 Rame as in Triumph, to enjoy the fruits of chat fatal 
Vierory, When, at our return, che Senace ask’d us what 
recompence we wou'd have for our Action, we ought, 
Viet, to have defir’d the recurn of Corzolanus, and 
teutyas Wedid, pesmif£oa co build a Temple to Femi~- 
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nine Fortune, Ir well appears, that that Divinity hath 
not approv’d efour Zeal, becaufeic is fo much againk 
us, The Gods wouid certainly have been more propi- 
tious had we bzen chankful co Corzolanws. The Temple 
which is builded for us, is che effe& of our Vaniry, and 
noi of our Gratitude : We fought our own Glory, and 
not that of our Liberty ; tho’, to fpeak truly, he mericed 
it better than wé. Irs was co the Virtues of my Son, 
and not to our own, thac we fhould have ere&ted Altars: 
He who could ftifie his Refeniments, deliver his Cour» 
try, and yield che Victory to his Mothers Tears, with- 
out doubr merired, berter than we, the Honour which 
isdone to us, Methinks his Piety fhou’d have hada 
more favourable crearment trom Heaven: For tho’ there 
be fome Romans fo uniuft, as to fay that Cordelia 
fhou’d not have quicted his Arms,but only for bis Coun- 
try’s fake, and not for mine, and coniequently bewray'd 
more Weaknefs than Generofity inthat Aion; Lam 
note thely Opinion, ard Thope Pofterity will be of 
ming, That ftiong Paton which Birrh inipires in thera 
who hare a cor Soul, isnot caus’e by the fiznation 
q rey wereborn: The fame Sua 
























gives tall ivene: We enjoy the Elements 
every where, ana ir they have no frosger reafon thea 





be very weak, Bur that v Lich 
makes us lov: our Country, is bees the Citizens ave 
all our Rela or Allies : The intercit of Bivo 
thar of civil Society, links us to them: The Re 
Laws, Cultoa.s which we bave cominon, makes ¢ 
terefls be common, But the firit Sentiment thar Nace 

gives thofe who love theix Country, is to love ie chiciiy 
becaufe their Fathers, their Mothers, theiz Brozhe.s, 
their § ters, aud their Relacions are in is. Yes, I’m 
very certain, char the moft zeslous of ali che Ramen re- 
turning to Rome, after a long Journey, will nor vific the 
Capitol, before che Town Where his Maher or Wite 
dwellezh. Wherefore thea, lez none wonder any more, 
that Cordolanne woud yield to none busto my ‘“Veass: 
Foy to whons, 2niong the Romans, thewa he have been 
gonder’d? All tiat were fentte himukus'd him: Me 
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did not fee in any of them the mark of atrve Roman:. 
They were all urgrateful tohim: He cou’d nor in chem 
.cknawledge his Country : He only faw the Walis of 
Rune, but did not ice bis Friends which he formerly 
had there. Fear made all chem fpeak that were fent to 
him: And ’uwvasonly by me that he did know he had 
yer in Rome {omething that ought to be refpeéted by 
him. Alas! is ic poffible fuch extraordinary Piey 
faru'd be fo bafely rewarded; fo couragious a Man fo 
iamentabiy end his days? that he fhou’d be aflafMirated 
ry them who had chofen him for their Captain; and 
shat the place of his Refuge fhou’d be that of his Execu~ 
tion? alas, I fay, chat from my Intentions, that were fo 
pure and innocent, there fhou’d reful: fo tatal an Acci~ 
cent. However, Virgilzz, the Gods have permitted all 
thefe things, and yet I {ee no other reafon, unlefs it be 
that Corzolanus and I have too much oblig’d the Remans, 
who have render’d themfelves unworthy. Bur, in fine, 
Cociolanus is dead, and only dead for love of Volumaia: 
Yet his Death hath this advantage, that ic hath made 
them fhed Teays whocaus’d it, For the Volfcz, after 
the overthrow of their Captain, did honourally take 
him up: They no fooner faw his Blood, but they faw 
their Crime; and elevated a Trophy to his Glory, of 
thofe fame Arms which they employ’d ageinft his Life, 
They gave him Conqueror’s Funeral: His Memory is 
dear to them: They hung above his Tomb numbers of, 
Enfigns, and al} the glorious Spoils which ufually ig- 
nalize che Valour of thofe that die bravely, Rome, 
which owes her Liberty to Corzolanus, knows of his 
Death, without making publick Mourning: She re- 
niembers no more that fhe had been loft, and in Slavery, 
hadicnotbeen for him, Allthe Romans were ungrate- 
ful to him while he liv’d; they continu’d fo after his. 
Death : They look upon him rather as their Enemy than 
their Deliverer: They remember more the Chains 
which he prepar’d for them, than thofe he took away 
fiom’em: And that Fear which formerly poffet ’em,, 
of feeing him enter Rome in a triumphing Chariot, 
makes ’em very gladto know that he’s siead, As for my, 
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part, U declare, that tho’ none fhou’d ever repent of ha- 
ving done well, nothing can hinder me from withing, 
that Rome were in Captivity, and that Corislanus were 
alive, The virtue of Brutw, who, without Griet, aw 
his Children dic, Ido not remember; Hazd-hearted- 
nefS hath move of Fear than grandeur of Courage in ir, 
There are fome Tears juft, and Compaffion is not con- 
trary to Generoficy, When I told Coréslanus, thar L 
had rather die than live to fee him Conquercr ot Rome, 
I faid nothing bur what was true; and when I alfo fay, 
thac I wifh tor Death, and that my Son were alive, I 
fay nothing againft natural Equity, nor again Rome : 
1 give to Reafon and Nature what I cannot 1eftfe them 5 
and I take nothing from the Republick. Ihave facri- 
fic’d my Son for ic ; and it may alfo fu.ffer me to weep a 
licele over the Vidtim which Ihave immoiated for its 
prefervation 5 and, that after I have doxe all that a trae 
Roman could do, I may likewife do all chat Sorrow can 
exa& from che tendernefs of a Mother, All thofe who 
lofe their Children, have a juft caufe to weep 3 yet they 
have for their comfort the liberty of making Impreca- 
tions againit thofe who take away their Lives, As for 
me, I not only weep for the Death of my Son, but I alfo 
weep for being the caufe of his Death : But, to encreafe 
my forrow, there is an auftere Virtue that will nor lec 
me repent for what I have done. O my Son! O my dear 
Coviolans ! Can I purfue fuch a barbarous Refolution ? 
NO$ cis too contrary to Nature and Reafon. I muft 
grieve, J muft weep till Death, for the Death that I was 
the caufe of, *T'is not the Enemy of Ronse that I lament, 
*cis he who was fo many times prodigal of his Blood in 
purfuic of Glory, who hath ferv’d in the Wars feventeen 
Years with incomparable Zeal, and had no Reward but 
the Wounds which cover’d his Body. Further, iluftri- 
ous Roman Ladies, this Man’s Birth doth not render 
him unworthy of your Tears: He came 2f one of your 
Kings, and Ancus Martéw,his Predeceffor, having wore 
Crown, it might feem that he thould have had more 
right to the Honours of the Republick than any other, 


becaufe he was incapable of ufing it ill, But, Paley, 
. was 
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‘eyeag for that reafon (fome may fay to me) that the Ro» 
mans vetus’d him che Confulihip, thro’ fear thac he 
would ufe ic as a ftep ro remount the Throne of his Fa- 
thers: No, this reafon can’c be good ; and there needs 
no more but the remembrance of Covéolunus’s whote 
Life to make his Intentions known, In cha: Bacrel 
againft the proud Tarquéz, he made it very well appear, 
that kis Ambicion aim’d no farcher than co merit a 
Crown of Bays, which the Dictator put upon his Head, 
without thinking ofthat of his Predeceffors; for, having 
feen one of our Citizens fill to the ground, he pu: him- 
feif before him to ferve for his Detence, and covering 
his Body with his own, he fecur’d him frony Danger : 
Nay, fo well did his Forces and Valour agfte in one, 
that he gave Death to him who would have caus’d his, 
If the Romans had dealt rationally with Corzolanus, that 
fiagle Aion would have futhc’d to hinder them from 
being defirous to have him pafs for a Tyrane ; becaufe 
i's not credible that he would have fo much expos’d 
himfelf to fave fo fmall 2 part of fo great a body, if he 
coud have been capable ot ever framing Defigns to ¢e- 
{troy icentively. Buz ’cis not in that Encounter alone 
tat he hath made his Zeal for che Republick appear ; 
Is it noe difcernible on all occafions that offer’d? Is ic 
not fignaiiz’d in all the Batrels chat have been given 2 
Hath he ever recurn’d to Rome without bringing with - 
him fome of his Enemies Spoils, or withour being all 
cover’d with theirs or his own Blood ? Behold, Vere z/i2, 
what a Husband yours was: See, illuftrious Romans, 
vehat my dear Carzolanus was; who, in all his warlike 
AGions, was never conguer’d buc only by me, The 
Wolfcz themfelves, whom he afterward commanded, 
judg’d him not worthy ofthat Employment, bit coy 
becaufe by his hand that Victory was pluck’d from vem, 
which they were ready to bear away in {pice of Lar- 
tins refiflance; who going toaffaul: the Town of Co- 
violes, was fo couragionfly beat back by the befieg’d, 
thac they put all our Troops to flight, andall our Army 
into confufion, That was the time wherein the Pafion 
that he ever had for-the Glory of the Romana Empire 
made 
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vim furpafs his own Strength, and by his exam- 
pie fore’d fome of ours to turn head to the Enemy, 
This gencrous Defign did fo happity fucceed wich him, 
that he repul’d them to the Walls of the Towns and 
not contented wizh fo brave an Action, he would have 

4 , ei gaigiss ‘ 
perfwaded then who foilow’d him that the Gates of 
Coricles were not more open for thofe who fled, than 
for them toenrer, Buc feeing thelr Fear more preva. 
lent chan his Difcourfe, and thar they thought mora of 
retreating than fighcing, this unforrusate Man whom | 


co, A 
lament, did not torbear to purfue his Defian. There 


waELS 
did he fee himfelf almoft alone, fighting again{t the 
whole INpabicanis uf a Town arm’d with defpair; 
there his hardinefs wrought Terror upon his Enemies ; 
his Example re-enforc’d the Spirics of our Legions, 
‘and, by the Strength of his Arm, he made them envez 
that forcify’d Town; and, in fine, made ’em overcome 
thofe who came to conquer them ; twas only then by 
his Courage that Lartus had leifure to rally his Troops, 
and go reap the Fruits of that Victory, by finifhing 
what he had fo happily begun, And, not being igno- 
rant that che Conful Cominzus, who commanded half 
of the Roma Army, might be in confederacy wich 
them who were coming to relieve the Town which he 
had taken, he cheerfully rerook thofe very Soldiers, 
who having no defire to {hare in the hazard with him, 
were amufing themfelves with dividing the Booty 
which he had acquir’d for them, But in vain did he fer 
Shame and Glory before them: So that feeing their 
Cowardlinefs, he abandon’d them, and only following 
thofe thar would willingly accompany him (whic 
were but avery {mall number) went diligently in fearch 
of a new Subject for his Valour, He arriv’d jutt az the 
‘Camp in the inftant wherein Comznius was going to 
give Batrel to the Enemy, all cover’d with Biood and 
Daft, fo that his Arrival did not a ‘ictle amaze ihe 
Conful, But he had no fooner given an Accoum or the 
Aion he had done, but the news of his firft Vidory 
prefae’d a fecond, All the Soldiers were again anima- 


ted with a Defire of Aghting, Hope and Joy ditp'ay’d 
diem 
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themfelves in all their Faces, and at the fight of him 
only they banifh’d that Fear which bad feiz'd cheir 
earls, 
; As for my Son, as if he had been very forry that any 
other fhouid have ferv’d the Republéck better that day 
than he, having ask’d the Conful what Trophies of the 
Enemy were belt, and being inform’d that thofe of 
Antiates were the moft couragious, becaufe the Volfcz 
had puc them in che front of the Bartel ; he defir’a, in 
Recompence of his taking Corioles, permiffion to fight 
them. You know, illuftrious Romazs, that he obtain’d 
at that time what he had demanded: That his Army, 
conducted by the Gods, had the firft Honour of breaking: 
the Enemy’s Squadrons: That he alone did attack an 
Avmy, thereby to fhew che Romans how they muft de~ 
{pie theis Life to make themfelves Mafters of that of 
another: And that his prodigious Valour had a Succefs 
which was likeways fo, But when Victory had deelar’d 
infelf for us, the Conful entreated my Son to confider 
the condition he was in ; and to remember that by the 
Wounds he had receiv’d, his Blood drop’d with that of 
his Enemies, But he anfwer’d him,that Vittorées ought 
not to go backward; In Teftimony whereof, joining 
Adions to his Words, he purfu’d them who fled ever 
till Night: And as he had been the firft in the Battel, 
he was the laft in che Retreat, 1c may be fume will fay 
to me, chat defire of Reward infpir’d my Son wich thac 
Valour, but none can be ignorant thac he refus’d every 
thing that was prefented to him: On the contrazy, {o 
great was his moderation, that after he had takes 2 
Town by force, gain'd a Batcel, fav’d the Honour of ike 
Army and of che Republick, he ask'd no Recompenc? 
for his Labour, but the Liberty of one Man, who hat 
formerly been his Hoft and Friend, and who was the: 
Prifoner of Waramong the Romans, 1 remember very 
well, chat the Name of Coréstanus {O ye Gods! cin I 
{peak in fuch terms?) I fay, 1 well remember, thar 
shat Name was given him at that Encounter, to eter~ 
nize his A&tion, But I alfo remember, that the very 
fame People who nam’d him ae, call’ hima 
aici 
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atrerwards the difturber of the publick Repofe, she 
Enemy of Rome, and the Senate’s Tyrant. Since thar, 
what hath he nor alfo done on another occafion? cer- 
tainly you remember that fatal Year, wherein ic was 
thought that Famine would have entirely laid Rome 
swafte ; when a]l che People groan’d under want, where- 
in Hunger made Triumph of the poor People’s Deaths, 
-and wherein the richeft were expos’d to the like dan- 
gere You know, J fay, that Coriclanw by his Valow: 
and Courage brought back abundance into Rome, reviv’d 
the People, and all this wich the price of his Blood, 
without defiring any other Recompence,-but that of fa- | 
ving the Lives of the Citizens. 
Neverthelefs, tor the Reward of fo many Services, 
of fo many brave Aétions, of fo many Wounds that he 
aeceiv’d, and of fo much Blood that he fhed, -when lie 
demanded the Confulfsip, which was granted to many 
others who did not merit it fo well as he, they treaced 
chim as infamous, and asa Criminal 5 they. put him ia 
the Hands of the #diles, as the worft of Men, and ba- 
“nith’d him his Country. 
Oh, Heavens! could I ask Favour from them, who 
ytreaced my Son fo unworthily? and how could that un- 
forcunate Son .confent to me? Further, alter fo many 
_abufes receiv'’d by Corzolenus, how did he revenge him- 
felf! Hath ic been difcover’d that he defir'd co fuborn 
any of our Confuls? hath he fecretly taken up Money 
for the Subfiftance of the Army of the Volfeé ? hath he 
.farnifh’d them with Soldiers? No, Corzolanus hath 
done none -of all thefe things: He was content, for his 
Revenge of Rome, to put the faithfulleft of the Citl- 
-gens inthe hands of his Mnemies, But if that Defpalt 
which .fore’d him ro it had fucceeded, perhaps theo 
ke had found more Humanity in che Heart of Tullw, 
whofe triumphing Enemy he feveral times was, chan 
“iin the Hearts of all che People, for che Glory of whom 
he vanquifh’d rhe faid Tullus, Would any fay,that by an 
extream Ingratitude he abandon’d him in a juft Wa‘, 
and which he had undertaken in confideration of him? 
‘would any, fay, that to merit the bafe sreatment 4¢ 
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recetv'd from chem whom he had ferv’d, have had hin» 
becray chem whom ke protected, and who, by a vezy 
extraordinary confidance, had chofen him to be General 
of thelr Army? # 

Ir may be, fome will fay to me, that Cordolanus did 
more hure to the Romans in accepting that Employ- 
ment, than if he had fuborn’d the Confuls of Rome; 
than if he had taken up their Riches, than if he had 
made rhe Peuple rebel, or led anArmy againft his Adver~ 
farie, becaufe ic was obfervy’d that his Perfon alone ° 
joining with the Volfcz, made an entire change in 
their Affairs; and thac they, who had fo many times 
defird Peace with Rome, were in condition ro make 
her dearly buy it: But ler none imagin that that was 2 - 
finiple Effet of his Conduct and Valour. 

No, our Gods, who are Protectors of Innocence, 
doudilels guided his Arm, to fubddue the Pride of themy 
who thought themifeives invincible, not fearing to abufe 
tneir Allies, But in his happy Succefles he did noc 
forget that he was born a Roman, and tho’ the Nobility. 
abindon’d it to the Fury of the People, he did not fore 
tear to preferve their Country-houfes againft all the 
diforders of War, He alfo had Refpest for them who. 
were become his Enemies; and tho’ his particular 
Fortune was in a deplorable condition, he never ask’d 
any thing ror himéelf in the Articles that he propos’d, 
and defir'd no unjuft thing for the Volfez whom he pro- 
tected, 

Behoid once more, O illuftrious Romans, what Corzo- 
tanus was: I recommend my Son by the Piéture I have 
mace co you of him, preferve his Image in your Hearts 
Remember, that without his Generofiry, the Famine 
would have deftroy’d your Fathers, your Brothers, your 
Husbands, your Childreh, and your Telves: Or what 
Would yet be true, that you have been formerly Parta- 
kers of their Chains and Bondage, Ler us not imirate, 
generous Romans, the Ingratitude of our Citizens; lez 
us ccernize the Glory of our Sex to their prejudice; and 
for our *Gratitude, let us crown them with Confufion, 
Tals Temple which was granted to us when my Son 
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confenred co the Favour we ask’d of him, fhal} not be 
fo glorious to us, as the Affection that you will reftifc, 
in defiring to preferve the Memory of Corzolunus, You 
owe your Tears to him who formerly dry’d them up, 
and who hath broken your Chains, You alfo fhould 
(if I dare fay fo) fweeren the bitternefs of my Sorrow, 
by that which you will ceftifie for his Death : I have 
facrifie’d my Son for love 19 you, you can do no lefs than 
afti&t yourfelves for love to him. And as you fhould ail 
have put on Mourning, had not it been for my Son’s 
Genercfity, ’tis but juit you fhould al} wear it in honour 
of his Memory. Let us go then, Vzvgilza, let us go, 
generous Romans, to ask this permiffion from the 
Senate, 

But, Ob, Heavens! can ic be poffibly neceffary to ask 
Jeave to wear Mourning for our Deliverer? yes, the 
Corruption of the Age will have it fo, Let us go then 
once more, and ask with Tears the laft thing thar v¢ 
can feck for my Son, becaufe he is dead, But for his 
Glory, Tam very much affur’d that Rome fhall be dee 
ftroy’d, tho’ the Name of Cortolanus {hall live, 





CONSEQUENCE. 


She obtain d what fhe defi'd of them: Ail the Ro- 
man Ladies put on Mourning, and wore zt ten Months, 
which was the accumftom’d time of weaving it for 
sbezr Fathers and Husbands, Ther ser this zlluftrious 
Qucen was happier after his Death than while he liv'd, 
aid the fair Sex af that time were the moft grateful. 
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PRELUDE, 


Athenais, Daughter to Leontinus the Philofopher, being 
prefer'd to the Empire for her Beauty, and the rave 
Qualities of ber Soul, did not long enjoy her good 
Fortune ; Ihe Emperor Theodofius ber Hinband, 
being fomerbat jealous of ber, and of one of the 
principal Men of bis Court, nam'd Paulinus, put bine 
to Death, and depriv'd ber of bis Favour, in thar 
Develiition the unfortunate Achenais was made tho 
rougily fenfible that fhe ouzht to rctice from Court 5 
fo that of her fetf, bring fufficzcntly troubl’d in 
Mint, fhe asked what fhe obtain'd, and what they 
would bave had her demand, I rould Sys permiffi.n 
to go and live at Jerufalem, It was thenut the in- 
Stance of her parting, and in her Lajl farewel, that fhe: 
Spoke in thefe Tevms to she Emperor Taeodofius, 

My Lird, 
Eing ready to quit the Court, aad confine myfelf 

B in Pals ftzne, I dare fupplicate your Majelty, by 

the n-ott venerable Name of the Emperor Trajan, 
of whom yc 4 are -defcended, by chat of the grear Tycom 
dofivs your Grandfather 3 by that of the equitable uf;- 
eadus your Father 5 and by chat of the great Coa/han- 

tine, of whom you hold the Screptre, and whofe Pie; , 

you imitase, to permit this day to teil you all I thing, 
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both of my patt and prefent Fortune, that J may at leaf 
have the fatisfagtion, army departing from you, to be 
thought not to have wholly abandon’d my Innocence. 
Woe is me! If any had faid formerly to the poor Athe- 
nais, when her Father Leontinus the Philofopher taught 
her Virtue, that hers fhould be one day fufpeéted, the 
fhould not have believ’d it, The fimpliciry of her Edu- 
cation, the little Ambition fhe had, and the Walls of 
the Cottage fhe inhabited, feem’d to-fecure her againft 
Calumny : Innocence reign’d in her Soul; fhe was con- 
tented with her Fortune; fhe fought nothing but the 
acquificion of Sciences and Virtue; yea, the fole de- 
fire of Learning and praétifing Good, was both her De- 
light. and Occupation, Buc is not this eAthenafs whom 
they accnfe? Ir isthe unhappy Eudofie; ic is the Wile 
of a great Emperor;. itis a Perfon expos’d to the Eyes 
ofa great Court; it is a Perfonto whom Nature hath - 
given fome Advantages, to whom Forttine hath given 
the firft Crown of the World, and the love of the moft 
venerable Prince of the Earth. 

All thefe things, invincible Emperor, make my Dif- 
grace the more fcemingly true. Great Mistortunes are 
not feen but inthe Houles of great Princes: Thuncer 
"falls oftner upon the ftately Palaces vf Kings than upon 
Shepherds Cottages ; and the Sea makes more Ship- 
awrecks than Rivers, It is no wonder then, if Eudufiz 
be move unhappy than Atheaais, tho’ fhe be as inno- 
cent 3 and tho’ fhe be as virtuous, under the glorious Ti- 
tle fie bears of Emprefs of the Eaft, as fhe was under 
thar Name which her Parents gave her. If Fortune, 
my Lord, had but robb’d me of thofe things over which 
its Dominion extends; had ic pull’d the Sceptre from 
me which I bear, after Ihad receiv’d it from your 
Hauds; had it caken the Crown from off my Head ; had 
‘your Subjeéts mutiny’d againft me, and tumbi’d me 
from the Throne as unworthy to have place upon it, I 
“would endure thar Difgrace without murmuring : Yes, 
my Lord, that blind thing fo much accuétom’d to f2- 
your Vice at the expence of Virtues that makes no Pre- 
fents, but ro take them away ; that eftablifkes no xs 
; came ta: mes joms, 
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" dom, but to deftroy them ; and which overturns all 
~ chat ir do’s eftablifh: In one word, Fortune fhali nor 
» puta ftand to my Patience, 

I fhou’d without concern quit the Sceptre, the Crown, 
the Throne, the Court and the Empire, and all that 
fpiendid Pomp which accompanies Royalty, if I could 
return into my folitnde with your efteem and affeQion. 
Thefe two things, my Lord, iff be not miftaken, fhould 
not be under Fortune’s JurifdiGion : Ic may both take 
Life and Empire from you it may alfo make you @ 
Slave, but ic can’t make you Unjuft. You alone are 
the Arbitracor of your Will, your Hatred, your Efteem 
and your Affection, 

The noble Privilege that God hath given to Man of 
being free among Chains, and of Leing abfolute Mafter 
* of his Inclinations, makes me be oblig’d ro anfwer 
exaély for yours. Neverchelefs, my Lord, the refpect 
Ihave for you, makes me that I dare nor accufe you of 
that you have for me; tho’ certainly my Innocence ren- 
ders them unjuf; and upon that accounr I will rather 
call my felf unhappy than fay you are culpable. I ace 
cute Fortune unjuftly of one thing which you alone can 
anfwer 3 ic ismorirom is Hand, to fpeak more truly 
than I’ve done, that I hold my Sceptre; it is not Fore 
tne that put the Crowa upon my Head; her Wheel 
hath not thrown me upon the Throne; her Caprice 
made me nor your Wife, All thefe things, my Lord, 
are either effects of your Goodnefs, of my Merit, or of 
your Blindnefs, If it be the firft, l’ve learn’d of my Fa- 
ther, that Crimes alone juftify Repentance 5 that ic is. 
2 fentiment which Virtue knows not, and which fhould 
not be us'd but after 2 wicked Adtion. If ic be the 
fecond, and if you have efteem’d me by knowing how 
little ?m worth, cake not from me, my Lord, what be» 
longs to me 3 becaufe, being the very fame that I was, 
‘you fhould be the fame that you have been : But ifyou 
fay to me, that I’m the Exror of your Judgment, and, 
that you have not’found in my Perfon fuch Mevie as 
you did believe to meet with, I difpure nor againit 
you, take from me all that you have givenme, bur take 
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not away my Innocence, which I have only receiv’ 
from’ Heaver, 

When Athenais came to your Court, her Reputation 
avas fporlefs; There were but very. few who did nor 
Speak wellof her, This day al] People {peak according 
tu their Fancy, yet without letting me know what they 
fay 3 for,to {peak fincerely, it is only with you that I 
would be juftify’d. They who do pood becaufe it is 
good, and not becaufe ic fhould be divulg’d, care not 
what injuitice Fame will do to their Virtue ;:they 
find their fatisfation on themfelves, without feeking 
atter ic in any other: So that the Wile are fone. 
times mott innocent and moft happy, when the Vul- 
gar, who only judge by appearance, belicve them 
guilty and unfortuaace, Bur, my Lord, fince the affe. 
etion you have had for me, and that which I have for 
vou, hath made you (if I dare fay fo) a fecond felf to 
me, I ought to vindicate my A@tions before you, Re- 
member, my Daughter, faid my Facher to me one day, 
thar you ftudy nor fo much to acquire the efem ur 
others, 23 not toendeavour move tucbtaia your own: 
Be you both your own Judge and Party 5 chink of fatis- 
fying your felf ; examine your Inclinationss fearch the 
botrom of your Heart to know if Virtue be Miltrefs of 
ic: Burdo not flatter your felf,.incline rather to Ri- 
gour than Indulgence, and after having made an exaf 
terutiny of your Intenticns, when you come to the 
poine of being fatisfy’d with your Mind, flight the Gic- 
ry of the World, laugh ac Calumny, and-be better con- 
tented in having your own Efteem, than if you had that 
of the grearelt Princes inthe World, 

But, my Lord, for this reafun I can’c be eafy, fo 
long asmy better half doth not believe me innocent : 
Sutfer me then, my Lord, to recount exactly all the cir. 
cujnftances of my Difgrace, and chat dear part of my 
Innocence, thar I may thereby, with fome Tranquility, 
go to my look’d-for Solitude, 

When Icame-to Conftuntinople, asking Juftice a- 
gaint my Brothers, who selus’d me thar right which I 
had to the pacernal Succeflion,. the prudent Pudcberz.s 
ee “7. ja 25 ; rejected 
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rejecced not my Requefts ; She heard me, and making 
me lofe my Caufe, very advantageoufly gave me For- 
tunes ; which fhe ought to have preferv’d for me. At 
thar time, my Lord, there was only 2 poor Cottage in 
agitation, and three foor of Earth to cover me trom ¢x= 
tream Neceffity : But this day, when not only the Ho- 
nour of Athenais is in queftion, but that of Eudefia 
os Wife, you are oblip’dto hear her, and to do her 
juttice, 

: Ithink, my Lord, that che caufe of yonr Anger and 
my Grief, is, becaufe I have given a trifle which y:u 
gave me; and, that afterwards to excufé an Action, 
which I faw by your Eyes would not have pleas’d you 
it you had known it, I excus’d that innocent Error by 
a Lie, 

Behold, my Lord, all the Crime that I have com- 
mited, and the fear only of difpleafing you, hath made 
me difpleafe youn, When your Majefty gave me that 
fatal Fruit which hath caus’d my Difprace, 1 receiv’d 
it with joy, both for its extraordinary pleafantnels, 
and more becaufe it came trom your hands: The plea- 
fure 1 had in feeing of it perfwading me, that ‘twas 
more proper to divert the fight, than to fatis‘y the 
tafte; and being not refolv’d whether I fhould: eat ic, 
Iconfider’d what I fhould do with fuch an agreeable 
Prefenc : The unfortunate Paulinus was then fick, fo 
that being minded to fend and vif him, I thought the 
amiable Gift that you gave me could not be better be- 
ftow’d, than by giving ic to a Perfon whom you teftify’d 
that you lov’d berter than your felf, 

Bur, my Lord, Paulinus made no Secret of this Libe- _ 
tality: I did nor tell him that I receiv’d ic from your 
Majelty, The fame apprehenfion that had oblig’d me 
to fend him that faral Apple, was doubtlefs the caufe 
why, to teftify to meche eiteem he had of the Prefent 
Imade him, he would put it in more wosthy Hands 
than his own, But if you. fay to me, that fince you 
gave me the Gilt, I ought never to have difpos'd of ir, 
becaufe every thing that comes from the Perfon bes 
loy'd, thould be held as dear as the Life: I fhall i 
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with you, becaufe by that I pretend co juftify my felf, 
However, there is an important diftin@ion co be made 
inthis Affair : For as there is great diverfity in Mens 
Loves, the things which chat Pafhion produces fh outd 
alfo be all differing... ‘The love of Husband and Wiie is 
no more than that ‘of a Lover and Miftrefs; and tho’ 
they be che fame Perfons, and tho’ Love be as ardent in 
their Hearts as it was before their Marriage, yet their 
Opinions are different on many occafions: They have 
more Solidiry and lefs Affe€tion ; and none of all thefe 
Follies, which criminal Loves do produce, are tobe 
found in their Souls. So, my Lord, if P.zlznus had had 
a.Paffion for me, he would have kept the Prefent which 
I made him, with Care and wkh Jealoufie; fince it is 
moft certain, that in chij kind of ‘illegitimate Affedti- 
ons, (which I never heard fpoken of re I’ve been at 
Court) the leaft thiags char come from the Perfon be- 
‘Jov'd are ineftimable Treafures, which are never parted 
from buc with rhe Life. However, Paulizus no foo~ 
ner seceiv’d my Prefenr, bur he fent itto you; and oa 
that occafion it may be faid, that he defign’d more to 
pleafe you than to content me. As for my pari, my 
Lord, I never thought you could take ic ill, that 1 fhould 
have given a trival thing which you gave me ; and that 
Liberality was 2 Virtue which [ought not to practice : 
- For, my Lord, if Ioughtto give nothing bue whac I 
have not receiv’d from you, I mult give my feif, having 
brought nothiag into your Paiace buc thas Simplicity 
and Innocence which fome would difpoil me of this 
day. Why, my Lord, do you not remember, tlat by 
the innumerable Riches that you have given me, I have 
divers times enrich’d fevera] whole Towns ? Why, 
my Lord, Theodofixs hath permitted me to give Gold, 
Pearls and Diamonds to a hundred People, who were 
unknown to him, and could I forefee that he would be 
diffacisty’d wich my giving a fimpie Apple to che only 
Man in the Worid who had mof profitably ferved him, 
and for whom he had molt affeftiun ? no, my Lord, that 
was not poflible, The wife Pulcherz2, howfocver 
cleai~ighted fhe is, and is believ’d co be, and who oi 
ae eg 
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fees things from a far, might have been deceiv'd in in 
But, my Lord, if } ought to_ take care of any next to 
your Majefty, it fhould be of Paulinus: And, ifI dare 
fay ic, | owe more to him than to my Father, nay, than . 
to your Majefty; for my Father gave me nothing but 
Lite, and having receiv’d nothing from you but the 
Throne, I can fay, Paulinus having infpir’d me with 
the Lights of Faith, I am more oblig’d to him than 
to all the reft of the World. Yes, my Lord, I owe the 
fafety of my Soul co him, and my eternal Beaticude, 
if the innocence of the Life that fhall do fit me for ic. 
You know, my Lord, that ir was he who converted 
me; that all your Doftors could not convince me; 
that only he could open my Eyes, and letting me fee 
the Abfurdiries of my Religion, gain’d me to embrace 
yours, Believe then, my Lord, that the Birth of our 
Friendfhip had too holy a Beginning to be criminal in 
its Progrefs; and that he who had open’d the Gates of 
Heaven to me, would never conduct me to the ways of 
Hell. 

Moreover, my Lord, know, that when Eudofia fhall 
again be eAthenats ; when the fhajl, 1 fay, be again of 
that Religion wherein all Crimes are authoriz’d by the 
Example of theGods whom fhe adores, fhe shall not be 
lefs Innocent, Chaftity is a Virtue which hath been 
known of all Nations, and thro’ all Ages; it is fo eflene 
cialto my Soul, that nothing cnn banifh it thence, 
Judge then, my Lord, ifbeing ofa Religion where Mo~ 
defty is rewarded, I could do any thing againfk my Duty 
to you, and againft my Duty to my felf. 

Ithink, if I be not deceiv’d, that I have made you 
fenfiole, thac 1 might give without-offence what you 
gave me; and atleaft that I have made you fee, with 
2 Similitude fufficiently true, that Paulinus’s Libera~ 
licy co you juftifies mine cowards him, 

Now as to what concérns the.Lie that I made, in 
telling you that I had eat the Fruit, ir is certain I cao- 
not deny ir 3 I would have done.berrer.to have told you 
the Truth, Burt, my Lord, all Follies are not Crimes, 
‘When you fpoke to me at that time, I faw fuch alce- 
noe sation 
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ration in your Countenance, and fo much Choler in 
your Eyes, that fear of angering you having {eiz’d my 
Spiris, I loft the ufe of Reafon, 

Confider, my Lord, that if there had been any roo 
patticular Affeétion becween Paulinus and me, as foon 
as you had fpoken to me I might have well judg’d thas 
you knew fomething: And therefore, by an apparent 
Ingenuity, tho’ arial, I fhould have told you thar I 
fent ic to Pauliam, But having noching in my Mind 
thac objeéted any Error, I cold an innocent Lye, not 
fearing any finifter Interpretation : I faii?d thro’ fear of 
being accus’d of a Fault, and a too fearful Affection 
hath made me lofe yours. 

Further, my Lord, being unprepar’d for that Accufa- 
tion, and being ignorant of the Crime that Iam accus’d’ 
of, I then anfwer’d you only with Tears: My Silence 
and Refpe& were the only Colours I employ’d for my 
Juftification: A too icrupulous and too austere Virtue 
made me believe that I fhould ftain my Reputation by 
vindicating my felf for fuch a thing ; and I alfo think { 
fhould never have {poke to you, it I had not defign’d to 
feparace from you, Burs venerable Emperor, 1 repri- 
mand my felf for all 1 have faid, you are not the Sub- 
je& of my difgrace, I accufe you no more, I receive it 
as the chaftifement of my pait Errors: Ihave too much 
defended the caufe of Idols, to gain my own this day 5 
and ’tis very juft, having fo eagerly maintain’d a Lye, 
that Iben’t believ’d when I {peak a Truth that is of 
@mportance to me, I have facrific’d too much to Fupi- 
“ter, and have offer’d you many criminal Victims, not 
to expiate that Fault by fome innocent Sacrifice. I my 
felf mutt be my Vidim at this time, and by patient 
fuffering, meric the Pardon of my paft Errors, My 
Lord, don’c think chat I bear any grudge in my Soul: 
I well fee, that the difmal Journey I am going 10 
make'is undertaken by my own Will; I well fee, 
J fay, that the permiffion which is given me, Was con- 
femed to in fuch manner, that I may rather call iv a 
piacé.of Banifhment than Pilgrimage, 
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However, that fhall not hiuder me from praying ro 
GOD, that the Blood of Pzalznus be not an Obftacle to 
the Felicity of your Days. 

1 thal] alfo make requeft for che prudent Pulcherza's 
i Reign, whofe Piety, doubrle(s, doth approve the place 
' [have chofe for my Retirement. I fhall be more fer~ 

viceable to her at Ferafalem than at Conftansinople, 
: and perhaps more agreeable ; but, in acknowledgment 

of the laft Obligations I had from her, I fhall beg of 
. Heaven to give her fuch Repofe as I §0 to enjoy in 
' my Solitude, tho’ perhaps this is not che Favour that 
_ fhe asks from it in her Prayers, 

Further, my Lord, I go not fo far off, bur that 
you may hear what Fame fays of ne: And, if i be 
not miftaken, you will hear fo many things of the 
innocency of my Life, that you will believe ir was 
never fully’d: And that Holy Land wherein 1 Zo to 
dwell, fhall obtain for me from Heaven the Pleafure 
and Honour of feeing you again. 

This, my Lord, is the Hope which a Perfon who 
liv'’din a poor Cottage bears in her Minds a Perfon 
who, without Pride, receiv'd the firtt Crown of the 
whole World; who very contentedly quits the high- 
eR Throne that is upon the whole Earth; and, who 
never lov'd any thing bus the Emperor Theodoflus, 
and Virtue, . ~ 
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CoNSEQUENCE, 


* This Difcourfe had its Effet, the’ flow: Tt left im: 
preffions of heat zn the Heart of Theodolius, mbéch, ix 
fine, kindl'd bis firft flames, "Tis true, Athenais de- 
parted, but fhe veturn’d with Glory: She fa bin 
bezging pardon at her Feet, who faw half of the Earth 
at bs Command, and her Innocence and Reputation 
vemounted the Throne with ber : After that time, the 


Emperor enjoy'd a perfect Tranquility of Mind, 
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PRELUDE, 

Atherals being vecezv’d again into Favour vith the 
Emperor Theodolius ber Husband, by the interceffion 
of Crifaphius, was no fooner return’d from Paleitine 
#9 Conftantinople, but ufing ber new Power, fe 
chang’d all order of Affairs in it; and knowing thar 
Puicheria did not oppofe ber departure, fe would 
nit Let her Return be fo agreeable to ber as her 
Departure bad been: She caus'd the Emperor, who 


nas charm'd vith fecing her azain, to refolve to take , 


the Adminiftraticn o Affairs from the Princefs his 
Suter, and command the Patvzarch of Conftantino~ 
Pe totuke ber, and put ber among the confecrated 
Virgins, Thss Order feem’d fo bard to Flavianus, 
that be could not refilve to execute it nith rigour, 


but gave feerct nstzce thereof to Puicheria, that if 


fhe did nut abjent herfelf, be fhould be conflrain'd 
to du her that difpleafure, The Piince{s was quickly 
refoly'd cn it 3 and at her gcing from the Court, 
into the Country, fhe {poke to him to this effet. 


HE Notice you gave me doth neither aftonifh 

nor trouble me: I very well torefaw, wife Fla- 
vianw, that Eudofia’s Return would caufe Puls 
c7eréa’s Departure; Ana being acquainted with the 
M 2 Re- 
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Revolutions of Mund.ne Affairs, I fee, wichout Regret, 
a change which periaps will not be difacvantagesus to 
any bue thofe who caufeit. Tis fudden murazicn is 
the effect of Crifzphiu’s Malice, of Toeed:-fins’s Good- 
nefs, and of the Empreffes Ambition, Hluvianu, if 
any had faid formerly, that this poor Athenas (who 
had not a Cortape tu cover ner, when the catt hericlf 
at my Fee:} fhould carry the firft Crown of the Would 
upon her Head, 1 could never have belicw’d it: Bur, 
what is yet more ftrange, who could have chovght 
that this Perfon, whom with my own Hands I have 
crown’d, would violently rake from me the Reins of che 
Empize, which IT have always happily enough heid, 
under the Auchority of Tacodofius, fince ] was fitcen 
Years old ? 

No, venerable Flavianne, I defize not thaz Poftericy 
fhould accufe che Emperor or Emprefs for banifhing a 
Rrincefs to whom partly they owe the Crown they 
wear; for, if 1 did pet it upon the Head of Arheaau, 
J fecurely fet iz upon that of Theedofins. That famous 
Victory. which he gain’d over Roglas, who, having patt 
the Danube, was coming with all their Forces ot Scy- 
thia and Ruffia, co affume the Imperial Throne of 
Contantinople, doubsiefs was not the effec of Thecd.- 
fius’s Care: Aud, if I dave fay ic, I tore’d Thunder from 
the Hands cf GOD, to knock that Barba:zun on the 
Head, tor yor know he dy’d with a Thunder-bolr, Yes, 
Flavianuw, Theodofius owes that Vittory to me, aad 
alfo that which he gain’d over Bavayancs King of the 
Perfians, who, being in League wich Alamoudar King 
of the Suracens, had sorm’d fo ftrong an Army, that 
doubziefs there was more than human Force needtul to 
oppofe that innumerable Mucsitude of Men, compos’d 
of divers Nations. 

Nevercheleis, a pannick Fear having poffeft their 
Troops, they were ceftroy’d by themlelve: ; and thac 
which fhould have made them victorious, render’d them 
uncapable of conquering. Yes, moft prudent and moft 
noble Flavzanus, I have made Winds, Storms, and 
Tempetts ferve tor the Glory of Thecdofine: I have 
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made Heaven interefted for his Protection, bur die 
pioody Vidtories whica he gains were nor the Re- 
ward of thac Virtue which Ttavght him, You know, 
chat being two Years older than he was when he caine 
ty the Empire, Itook care of his Education ; 1 had 
“he Honour of being -his Sifter, but he was my Son by 
Adoption: And you are not ignoian: of What I have 
one fince Tacodofivs did me the Favour to civide his 
Power with me, and make me his aflociate in te Em- 
nire. Could there be a more profperets Reign than his ? 
ag there a Prince in all che World, who did noi either 
ewe or fear Theodofius 2 Did any complain of my Go- 
nment? Were nor my Counfels juft, or have they 
bean fortunate? No, wife Flavtanus, to {peek ra- 
“ssally of every ching, I have done Favonis tormeriy 
. Athena, bat Enever did Injufice to anybody. 
Hievever, think not by what I fay, that IF would 
axe you uaderitand the Emprefs is unworthy of tie 
rone: No, I will nos deftvoy what I have eRabliihd, 
+ not deceiv’d when I thonghe J faw in he: a mett 
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j 
tviacie OF Nature; fhe is bora with advantages which 


w burda her Pesfon: And if her Birth 
eat a3 her Spirit if inlkead of being bred 
ide, fhe had been brought up at Court, [42 had 
z2en incomparable in every thing: Bur, co her Misior~ 
iene, fhe nath began wich what Lam going to faith, 
Povbticft, ’cis more eafy to them who havea well 
sicompiiti’d Soul, to live glorioutly in Solitude, aiter 
ixey have tiv'd in che World, than to go trom Suicude 
2g Throne. Trey who have known how ro guvein 
nfalticudes, can cerzainly lead their Flocks witnout 
poing aftray ; buc all thofe who can dexteroull 
gneen-hook, can’e weild a Scepive with Hon 
nav, Kings may be Shepherds, but all Shepherc; 
ue Kings, 

Tae Bhilofophers alfo, who etabiith themfeives § 
» Judges of all the AStions vt Men; who oonft of 
ing the weight of Crowns ; who make ima,inaiy 
firpcblevks; who give Laws to a the Earth; ard 
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who form Models, by which the greateft Princes of the 
World fhould regulate their Lives and Governments : 
I fay, thefe Men, who make Kings fo perfeé by their 
Writings, are not fic toReign. cdthenais gives mea 
domeftick Example of this; fhe knows Philofophy ; 
fhe is Daughter to a Man who taught it her; fhe is born 
with all noble Inclinations ; fhe knows all that any of 
her Sex can know; fhe was without Ambition when 
the came to the Court; fhe has as much Spirit as any- 
body can have: Bur becaufe the knows not the World 
but by Books, and becaufe her Experience harh taught 
her noching, her Simplicity hath made her liften to 
Crifaphin’s Devices, who, doubrlefs, hath poffeft her 
with the Opinion the kad of me this Day. 

All chefe things, Flurianus, were not of my Know- 
Jedge, when 1 kindi’d in the Emperox’s Heart that 
Flame which deftroys me this Day: But now I well 

- know, that an adtive Philofophy is requifite to know 
how to reign: That Experience is the fureft Study of 
Kings; and I have alfo known by ny own, that none 
can be perfectiy wife, but at its Expence. I fhould 
not think ic ftrange, tha: che Emprefs does every thing 
to prefrve that Qualizy which I have given her: ‘Tis 
fo advancazeous to her, that J rather wonder the doch 
not make iz more. But, as I have already cold you, 
the change that happens this Day doth neither aftonifh 
nor trouble me; I do yet preferve fo much Affegtioa 
for Thesdofius, and fo much for Athenais, that to hin- 
der them from committing a publick Fault, Vil dive 
my {elf of what Power I had, leave Teed fue to the 
Affeftion that he has for the Emprefs, and fo abanccn 
her to her little Experience, and to the Devices of Gift 

bus. 

I know nor, reverend Flavzanus, whether my Con- 
jectures will be as falfe this Day 2s they were when! 
crown’d céthenais: But, if I ben’c miftaken, the Reign 
of thefe illuftrous Perfons thal} neither be long nor hap- 
py. The Complacence of Theodsfine, and the litle Ex- 
perience of the Emprefs,makes me pity them : Methivks 
Lalready fee her abcut to conful€ ker Books upon 
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. leaft unexpected Accident: But, my Father, her Books 
' were not made for our Age: And if fhe have not her 
Judgment very clear, that which was gloriuus to o4- 
lexander, will be difgraceful to Toeodofins 3 that 
which made him love, fhall make this hate; and chac 
which made him belov’d, will make this defpis’d, 

The Throne, whereon fhe is this day, is fo high, thac 
I fear her fight is not {trong enough to fee the Cottage 
agiin wherein fhe formerly dwelt. I fear, I fiy, {he 
will be tranfporced, and, abandoning the Reins ot Stare 
which I have given up to her, fal] into fome impor~ 
tant Error, As for my part, I was never dazl’d by 
Grandeur ; I am born among Purples: The Plays or 
my Infancy paft upon the Throne, and the firf thing 1 
jearn’d was, to reign over others, and over my self. 
Tue wife Anthemzus teaching me Policy, which 1 
have happily enough pratic’d fince, told me one day, 
that, to be never furpriz’d at Fortunes inconflancy, we 
mutt always be prepar’d to endure what others under- 
go3 and never co mount a triumphing Chariot with- 
out being prepar’d to be ty’d to it, if Fortune defire it, 
Wheretore, Flayzanus, 1 thouid not be furpriz’d, if | 
having partly banith’d the Emprefs into Pateftine, the 
fhould this day fend me into Solitude ; the {vreet Plea- 
fure chat fhe found there, without doubr, makes her 
with che fame for me ; and it is only in Gratitude that 
fe defires to be employ’d in that place which 1 fll’d, 
When fhe came to caft herfelf at my Feet, and when by. 
Reafons, which would be t90 long to relate, I refolv’d 
io make her Empre{s, I thought that that Perfon, who 
eReem’d herfelf happy in having a Roof of Straw for 
Riches, would behave herfelf with great Civility when 
the thould fee herfelf Reign over the Heart ot Theodo- 
jis, and fet upon a Throne to which the dar’d no; tift 
her Eyes, 

However, Matters go not fo; and fhe who only de- 
fi'da fimple Cottage for her Contentmenr, can’t ind 
herfeli ina great and ftatcly Paisce, if fh: be nox there 
alune, and it fhe banifh not her who open’d the Gates 
tu her, and put her in Pofleflion, It may trely be as 
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fur her excufe, chat fhe does ao: believe ic was froin 
my hands fhe receiv’d the Crown fhe wears, The a!. 
furance her Father gave her dying, chat dhe fhou'd be 
richer than her Brothers, perfuades her chat this Crown 
did fall from the higheft Heavens upon her Head, She 
belicves that the influence of the Sars cans’d hier good 
Fortune; and, thar Ldid nothing ac thar cime but wis 
I could not help the doing, She thinks [ was car. 
train’d by that Conftellation under which fhe is burs, 
tomake her Emprefs of the Eat, 

In this manner, believing that fhe inotds her 
Fortune of the Scacs, fhe thinks herfely thank 
nough,when without looking upon me,the only 1j 
Eyes to Tieaven. But, wife Flavianus, 1 who never 
liev’d all che Miracles that have been told me of jusic 
Aitrulegy, who know the uncertainty of that Scien 
how obfcure and dubious are the Predictions which 
makes, and how nnprefabie: I fay, L know very well, 
tharI was notconitrain’d ro Crowa Atbenais; Tdc- 
figr'd ic not wishout rean, Lexam‘n'd the thing 1- 














turely ; and becaufe ic was of impor arce tome, Td 

not rafhly refoie upoa ir, Tz might have happea’e, 
tha: Athensis might have gain’d her Cause, and loft the 
Empire chat day in fpight ct the Planets and scais, Ja 
fine, my Facher, [weil know thar this Science, whoie 
Prediécions are noc underftaed ‘till the things come to 
pals, is nova Gittof Heaven; God did make nothing 
unpredtable inthe Worid; and yer, judicial Afrology 
isor fuch a nature, that irob.iges me the more to by. 
lieve ics Falliry. Whois he that hath protited by tue 
Prophefies have b:en made of him? or, to fay better, 
who hah underitood them? Chance (that caus’d the 
Sponge to be fo fortunately thrown by the famuus Pain- 
ter, which accomplifh’d, withouc thinking of ic, tha: 
which all his Art could nor do) doud:efs makes chele 
Occurrences, upon which the Reparation of this Science 
is eftablif’d, fometinies marvelous : But, ordinarily, 
they who adyuik Accicenis to Prophefy, mutt have moze 
Spiric than the greareft Mafters of this Art. When 
Leoatinus faid wo Atiinaw, thas fhe fhou'd be richer 
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than her Brothers, the good Man faid it rather in praife 
of her Beauty and Virtue, than in affnrance of the 
Empire : And if he had certainly forcfeen that the 
Crown which fhe now wears was to be upon her Head, 
he had bue litcle Judgmene to amufe himfelf wich ¢i- 
viding three or four toot of Earth among his Sons; be- 
caafe ’cwas very likely, that irfhe did become Em- 
prets, fhe would sot let her Broshers live /n the Pover- 
ty of their Birth 5 and confequently the pacernal Suc- 
cefion would be of no ufe to them. 

Yes, wile Flavzanws, I only have made Athenais 
Emprefs of the Euff: However, I forgive her want of 
Gratitude, and wilh with all my heart, chat ar laft 
fhe may know the Talent which Heaven hath given 
her, She is certainly proper for great Virtues ; and 
ir fhe attempt but co reign over herfelf, fhe fhall be the 
wonder of her Age; She fhall reap more Palms in Pale. 
fiiae, than the can acquire Glory by the Government 
ut Affairs; and, if Ibe not deceiv’d, fhe fhall there he 
happier, As for my. part, my Father, who am orher- 
ways born, I fhou’d willingly put myfeif, as you have 
been order’d, among thofe Virgias who have no other 
care than to make one Oblarion of their Hearts to God, 
ir I did noc think, that Theodofins and the Emprefs may 
perhaps need my affiftance ; buc knowisg them as £ 
G, i: thal] fuiice, chat retiring to my Solitude, T leave 
them dibercy of acting according to their Fancies; and 
1 wilh to God that Fame inform me of nothing to their 
divadvantage. I fhall be very glad that their Conduct 
make itappear, that my Opinion of Thecdofins was 
not ill grounded ; and, that T have nor made a bad. 
choice of Atocnas, However, Flaviunus, if it be 
pofible, lec che Emperor know, that withoue mur- 
muriag I quit that fhare of Dominion which he gave 
me; that not having taken ic buc only for his Eafe 
znd Glory, I willingly left ic as foon as I knew that he 
thoughe 1c no longer apreeable to hiin : But Jet him re- 
member, that at my parting from him 1 leave all his 
Empire in Peace; that all his Subjects love him; that 
all ais Neighbours fear lim 3 that all his Towns are 
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wealthy ; that Virtue is {een in every parzicular Fan.‘ 
ly; that Vice appears no more among them ; that tis 
Court (exeept Crzfaphis) hath no Fiatrerers ; that the 
Rabble are without Infolence ; thac rhe Grear a:¢ 
without Pride; and, that Piery reigns in all rhe Te 
pies of his Empire. Let him remember, veneras. 
Flavianus, that that great Virsue, (if Ldare fay it) bara 

aft from my Heart into his, and trom his into that of 
alf his Subjects, that thereby the Memory of me be nut 
troublefom to him: And aifo to the end, thar iit 
come to pa{s by chance, that he one day recai] me, a3 
he hath recall’d Athezas, he may fee if the Govern- 
rent will be then in the condition I leave it intais 
day. As for the Emprefs, I’m very glad fhe knows hat 
tho’ I have nor made a particular ftudy of Phiiofopiiy; 
that tho” I be of a Birth to exile ochers and nor be b 
nifh’d; chat tho’? Ihave fome Portion tu the Thro: 
which fae wholly’ th:s day poffeffes, I forbear 
fay, to quit chat Throne, and enduse my Exile wha 
more Moderation than fhe reftifies by receiving the 
Crown which I gave her, I wilh to Heaven thar J 
may know better how to ufe my Dilgrace, than fhe 
hath done her good Fortune. : 

To conclude this Difconrfe, remember, my Father, 
you have govern’d my Conicience as long as Igover’d 
the Empire; chat [never in my Lise propos’s 
thing to my lf, than always to do what 
what I believ’d to be moft Glorious and 
True Wifdom confiits in the good ufage of whax Acci- 
dents befell us ; there is no need of a fCrupulous at. 
hesing to one Virtue, they muft be all praétic’d ec- 
cording to feverai Occafions. There isazime wherein 
Humility is nor laudable, and wherein Grandeur of 
Courage is more neceffary : And others alfo wherein 
Diffimulation is Wifdom, and Freedom criminal, We 
muft know how to change feafonably, yet withou: ever 
changing the Refolution of doing wha: we ought, 
If a Prince, with whom I’ve made ajuft War, fhcov'd 
by chance of Arms make me his Slave, I! fhou’d chen 
look upon him no more as my Enemy, but as my re 
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Ser 3 I would be faithful to him in that condition, 
aad mend the Chains which he wowld make me car- 
ry. it of themfeives’they- broke, becaufe I could not 
break them wichout offence. It is by the faine Reafon, 
uite Havienus, and by thac fame Virtue, that without 
making Faétions in’ the Empire, without caufing the 
Peuple to rebel in my Favour, and without making the 
Locekafticks remember, thac I have feversi times de- 
y’d Herefy, and fuftain’d their Altars ; without, I 
fay, doing any of thefe things, Tdo refolve, after ha- 
ving known how to reign with Grandeur futhcienty to 
vdey with as much fubmiffion of Spirit as I have hdd 
preacnefs of Spiric in commanding halt of the World 
som the age of Aiteen Years ’til] this day, 








-CONSEQUENCE, 

This Difeourfe, which mas told Theodofius, was ef- 
fettual in tts seme, as well as that of the Emprefs hac 
been; and becaufe Affairs did not profper well under 
the Adminiftratzon of Athenais, Pulcheria (after four 
Sears) mas recall’d to the Government, which with 
much Glory fhe poffefs'd till her Death, after having 
caus’d the Head of Crifaphius to be taken off; and the 
faic and knowing Athenais molefted with the changes 
of Court, retir'd of her own accord to Paleftine, were 


fie liv'd and dy'd in admirable Sanility, 
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PRELUDE, 


wll Azes, all Nations, and almoft all Men, have {poke 
ia praife of Cxfar, but I know none that have made 
bis Apology, They thought it was eafier to praife his 
Valour, than to yuftify Fis Intentions ; and that ha 
Wars were more Glorious than their Caufe, Every 
one believes he was « great Captain, but all do nit 
believe that he was a good Citixen, They who call’d 
him the Father of Soldzers, bave alfo call d bim the 
Tyrant of Rome 5 and almoft all have though that 
he afpir'd at Sovereign Power : Yet, whofoever con. 
Siders the bufinefs, will find that he appear’d rather 
Innocent than Criminal ; and Ido affure myfelf, if 
you will brarken to his Reafon in the honed. of Cal. 
phurnia, you will not condemn him. He hath fpoke fa 
worthily of the Gauls in his Commentaries, that it 
is juft the Gauls fhould fpeak of him, for I can’t en- 
dure it fhould be fatd we follow'd a Tyrants Chariot: 
Hear then what bu Wefe t going to fay, who knew his 
Intentions, and is going to make thein known to yo, 


Murderers hath loft his Life, and all che Ro- 

mans have a Mafter; they themfelves give to 
~Auguftue the Sovereign Power, which they wotild 
have refus’d to the great C2/ar, if he had been capable 
. a 


C, ‘tier is reveng’d, “Lepzdus 5 the laft of his 
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f asking it: And for the Punithmen: of thei! Crime, 
_ day with their own Hands rorge their Chains, whicl. 
_ uty aor valy onghe to wear, buc which by rizks of 
o.cceffion [hall pafs to their Potterity, Yes, Lepidue, 
~ becaufe the Romans did unjuitly accuie Cefar of deving 
ty be their ‘Tyrant, they thall (if I ben’: decei 2 
Teyal or all thac the crueleit Tyranny can m 
‘edu, We aheady fee Augujfus hath no U! 
aud thac Tiber du’s Lnctinations are on wing vw 
whae Ll pietige, 
Moreover, che Knowledge I have ef the Innoien:@ 
cr the artt Cefers, makes me forefee wich certainty che 
. Misinrtunes which will opprefs Rome, ‘Ihe Gods are 
to jut not co chattife with Rigour thofe who maf: 
Ceo the Father ot his Country, andthe Provectur of 
erty, Yes, Lepidus, the Great Cafar truly meri- 
taefe two glorious Titles, and did not at ail meric 
the crearmenc he receiv’d. 1 wonder the Romans have 
puc fo bafe a Conttruétion on his fincere Intentions, 
fince his whole Life lets ’em fee he lov'd Libaity: And 
that the grearcft Crimes he is accus’d of, are the Effects 
or his pailionate Defires co preferve ir, 
You know, Lepidus, that in his more tender Years, 
ke ceclar'd himtelf Enemy to Syz, and confequently 
_ta Tyranny: He was look’d upon then asa Citizen too 
puhonae tor Liberty, and was conftrain’d to hide hiim- 
tet, and retire from Rome, that he might efcape the 
deligns againft his Life, After thar, he accus’d Doils- 
che, and rigoroufly profecuted him, for } 2 acted 
with too much Sovereignzy in the Goversunent of his 
Province: Aad by thac A@ion made it fuficientiy 
krown, thar he approv’d not in him whathe condem: ¢ 
Nis others, 
Ja thorr, while he was Pretor, there happen’d 2> 
‘eulorder in the Republick : Tho’ that was the time 
‘herein he might moft probably have made his wi 
Actions appear ; becauie that charge was of greacer 
Tmpovtance than what he had formerly poifet: How - 
Stet, he did noc abufe iz; he did every ching with Pre- 
sence ane Medeiation; and his very Enemies could uct 
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reproach him of any thing at chat time. To be briefs 
he never did ary thing but to aggrandize the Romar 
Yower, by making new Conquelts for it every buy, 
hazarding his Lite on a thoutand different Occafions, 
and generoufly oppofiog Tyrants who defign’d to ufusp 
Dominion, He aid noc regard their being his Relaticns 
or Allies; and did fo much for the Publick-Good, that 
he never confider’d his particular Interefts. Really, 
Lepidus, every time I remember what Cefur has done 
tor the Romans, the numbers of Victories he has gain'd 
either againit their Enemies, or againft their Tysaac, 
Limmeuiately believe that my Memory deceives me, 
and, that it altogether repreients to me all the brave 
AGtions that have been done fince the beginning ot Apes. 
Ican’t, fay, think char one and the {ame Perfon had 
enterpriz’d fo many Things, had accomplilh’d fo many 
glorious Defigns, had made fo many Conquelts, bad 
given fo many Batiels, had fo much hazarded his Lite, 
had efcap’d fo many. Dangers, and had not liv’d longe: 
than others, 

Neverthelefs, Lepidus, you know that Cafar sha. 
done more than I fay, altho’ he hach liv'’d buc twenty 
fix Years, To recount only one partof his Vistoriss 
and brave Actions which he hath done, before 1 undi- 
take to juftiie him, remember what he did in Spain, 
He fubdu’d the Galicéuns and Lufisanians, even io the 
Occan, where the Romans had never been, The Cor 
queft of ike Gauls, you know, bath immortaliz’d his 
Glory : For there in lefe than ten Years, he took (eiths: 
by Compolition or Affaulc) above eight-hundred Towss 
conquerd three-hundred different Nations 5 and having 
-feen before him in Battel-Aray above three Millioas «i 
arm’d Men, in many Encounters he kill'd above ont 
Million,: and-toox as many Prifeners. Oh, Cafar! Or, 
Gluftrious Conqueror! Muft the Poniard of an ingrate- 
£ul Traytor make thee lofe thy Lite? But 1am not com: 
ro the laf of his Victories ; that famous Batrel he g3\* 
Aciovifivs on the Banks of the Rhine, where aout 
‘eighi-thoufand Men dy’d, makes ig fufiiciently feen 22 
Conquerors ase-never Wealy. 
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Further, Cafur did not always overcome with Eafe ; 
he-hach fomecimes feen Victory fly above his Enemy’s 
Camp, and Fame jaft ready co publith his Deteaz, but 
his fingle Valour brought Vittory on his lice, The 
Acyenture of the Nevvzans makes what I fay molt. 
apparent: All che Romans were defeated, and the others 
were very like to have been Matters of the Field of Bat~ 
tel, when Cajar calt himfelf alone among his Enemies, 
with his Sword in his Hand, and a Shield upon his jett~ 
Arm, and by aa Action worthy of Cefar, deferv’d to 
conquer thofe who had almoft conquer’d his People. 
Aiter thar, he was the orft who pafs’d the Rizae; he 
was the firft who fail’d with an Army upon the Qcci- 
dental Ocean ; he conquer’d England, which none had 
ever heard of, and carry’d his Arms and Rome’s Glory 
in Places where the very Name of Romans-had never 
been, 

The famous Prize of cdfexts is none of Cafar’s leatt 
Aétions : He faw at the Head of him an Army of three 
hundred thoufand Men, to make him raife che Siege = 
But having as much Prudence as Courage, he divided 
his Army, and aéted fo. fecretiy, tha: thofe who lay 
before CAlexta did not know there was a powerful 
Reiiet coming cothe Tow. They did not know, I fay, 
they were encios’d between two powerful Enemies, *till 
Csjar had deteated chem, fo that Vercingentorix, who 
was in che Piace, was taken Prifoner by him, Surely, 
aner this, f doubt nor bse Hiftory will one day fay, 
that he was che greacelt of all Heroes, 

Ye:, Lepidus, whofoever will compare the great 
Qualities or the moit Ilnftrious with him, will tind 
he hash excell’d them. ‘The Fubans, the Sczpio’s, tne 
Aictellu:'s, and aifo them of his own time, as, Sylha, 
Mavins, the two invincible Lecullw’s, and Pompey, 
are interiour co him in every thing: He exceeded Gre 
by the dimcuisies of che Couutries he conquer’d ; the 
fecond, by the Extent of the Natioas which he hath pes 
under the Rumazn-. Dominion; the third, by the Muiti- 
tude of Eaemies he hath dejeated ; the fourth, by the 
Eercenefs of the People with whom he had to de, anc, 
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whom he was oblig’d both to overcome and teach ; the 
firrh, in Sweetnefs, in Clemency, and Humanity to thea 
whom he congquer’d; and the iaft, in Mayniticence and 
Liber lity to them who fought under him ; and all of 
them in gaining many Batiels, in defeating numbers of 
Enemies, and in practifing many Virtues, 

Behold, Lepidw, the Victories which the Romans 
could not difpure with Cafer, They are duc only to 
him tor all the Blood he thed in the many Encounters 
he met with, ’Twas for them he fought, “twas tor 
tnem he overcame, ’uwas for them he conquer’d fo 
raany Countries; and there was none to be found, 'til] 
the Paffage of that famous River, which Cafur travers'd 
to come to Rome, or to {peak better, to come againit 
the Tyrant of Rome; 1 fay, there was none tound, bm 
did agree, thar che Pepubézek was much oblig'd and in- 
dubdrea to Cafar, 

Bur, Lepidus, I intend to thew you this day the 
the other Vidories which Cejur gain’d, are thote mur 
which che Romany are more oblig’d to him ] i:nend 
to let you {ce thar Cafar never more ftrongly ceitiiy’d 
the Panion te hed for Liberty, and the Hatred he had 
to Tyranny, thea when he foughe and conquer’d Pom. 
pey. But, to refume the Matter from iis Suurce, <0 
juutide Cafar, Pompey muft be accus’d 3 and ic mult be 
feen, that as the one did always teftifie his being the 
Prorector of Liberty, the other has ftill made it appear 
thac he afpir’d ac Tyranny. : 

All the World knows chat Pompey did fo many things 
to uftrp Dominion, that (to hinder him from enterpri- 
zing it any more) they were conftrain’d to declare tim 
alone Conful: Aud the Romans az that time were bet- 
ter pleas’d to fatishe his Yaniry fome way, than 0 
oppote him directly, But they aid not ule Cafur fo; 
nay, fo far were they from graating new Honours + 
him, that they outragioufly refus’d what he juflly aie 
demand, Lentulis, Pompcy's Partifan, Gifgracertiny) 
banitivd elnthony and Curzv, who were conttrain’ 
difguite chemfelves like Slaves, that they might Reva 
with Saiety co Cefar 3 and all this, Lepidus, becaute 
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afar by them did ask the Continuation of the Govern- 
ment of the Gauls, whom he conquer’d. The unjuft 
Renal he met with, did not puc him upon unjuft 
befigns: He did ac that time know that Pompey de~ 
manced not his Return io Rome, buz to his Detriment; 
tiat Pompey took’d upon him as his Enemy,and the cnly 
Odttacte tiat could hinder him from ob:aining the 
soveceign Power, w hich he had for fo long a time pre- 





Cxfu did then contider his particular Prefervation, 
and the Publick Good ; he hada Mind w diiarm his 
Fnemy, and the Enemy of Rome, and allo difarm 
iximfelt. He then lec che Senate know, thac che Purity 
ot his Intentions mult be feen ; chat he was ready to 
the Government of the Gauls, who had fo often 
him expose his Lite ; that he was ready to lay 
down his Arms, that he was ready co come and give an 
Accoie ot his Actions, that he was ready abioluteiy 
to renounce’ ail kind of Authority, provided Pompcy 
lay'd down his Arms as well as he, and char they thourd 
bota ive as privace Perfons, Methinks chefe Propofi- 
tions were aot Tyrannick : Tyrants never expofe them~ 
teives to fuch Things; aad Pompey’s Proceedings makes 
what I fay appear very plain. 

Ir Cafur had propos’d to him to divide the Sovereign 
Power wich him, pertiaps he would have mure favoura:- 
biy heard him ; buc becaufe he defir’d to put him out of 
Condition of being able co alpire any more ac Tyranny, 
he could not fuffer fo jufk a Propofition; he rais’d 
Faétions to hinder the Senate 1rom being brongke to 
Reafon ; and to weary Cejar’s Patience entirely, he 
caus’d (as I have already told you, and as you know) 
thofe to be ignominioufly bauill’d.awhom he had fent. 
He was treaied as an Enemy tothe Publick Good: And 
Pompey who fought only to fec Affairs on tire for Cayar’s 
Deatn, and co raife himivif by. che Misrortune of orners, 
chole rather to ruin his Comuny, than change his wic- 
ked Defigns, 

Ali the Senators found Cefar's Propofitions ju& ; for 
he caus’d ds to be dementtrated to them, thar ir chez 
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would have him quit his Arms, and Pompey not quit 
his, whether thar was the way to arrive at Monarchy: 
Buz demanding that it fhould be ordain’d that bo:h 
Should quit, was asking a thing equally profirabie ro 
all che People, and which could not offend Pompey, ii 
he uuly had no wicked Intentions, His Father-in-Law 
Sczpio, and his Friend Marcellse, lik’d not to confert 
to it; and they were almoft che only Men who hinderd 
Gefar from obtaining what he demanded, and did fu 
highly tpeak of Pompey’s Incereft, infomuch that be- 
caufe the Senate could refolve upon nothing, publick 
Mourning was ordain’d for that particular Diffention, 
Ver Cafar was nor wearied, he writ again ro the Senate, 
he made jufe Propofitions ro them a iccond time : And 
both thefe times Pompey’s Faction was the ftrongeft, 
Furcher, I know aot how Cafar can be accus’d or 
heving fo much as ércany‘d to ufurp che Sovereign Pow- 
tr, becaufe fome time before the laft Injuries were 
done to him, Pompey having fene ro recall tome Troops 
shat he had givea him, Cafar fent chem back withous 
being prefied to it 5 fusiciently teftifying by thar Aui- 
oa, thar he fear’d not the weakening his own Foices; 
nor the augmenting thofe of his Enemy ; and cant. 
quently let them fee, that he had no concealed Deliges, 
Bur, moreover, where are the Preparations ot War chat 
Gafar hath made for fo great an Enterprize ? Where 
are the Intelligences that he hath practis’d in Rume, or 
in any other Towns? Where are his great Armies, or 
the many Machines for the Battles that he mutt have 
given, or for the Sieges he muft have laid? no, Lepidus, 
Cafar had none of all thofe things: And when Cuiio 
and Anthony came to him difguis’d as Slaves, to ac- 
quaint him with the unworthy Treatment he had re- 
ceiv’d in their Perfons, and of the wicked Defigns which 
Fompey had both againit him and che Republick, he 
had bue five Thouland Infancry, and three Hundred 
Horfe with him. Do you think, Lepidus, that thofe 
‘froops were futnicient for a defign of chat Importance. 
Uf Cafur had had that Inrencion, he would without: 
dubs have Jevy’d a much ftronger Army, he would have 
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undertaken fuch a thing, wichour having a long rime 
berere confider’d how he might fucceed, "Twas not 
thea a premedicated Defign that made him pais that 
River, which he hath made fo famous by his Paflage + 
‘Twas both a Refentment of Choier, of Shame and De- 
ipight, with an earneft Defire to be reveng’d of his. 
Enemy, and to deltroy 2 Man who not only defir’d to 
ceftroy him, but the Repubiick likewife, He depart- 
ed chen without any Premeditation, and the Juttice of 
Heaven conducting all his Defigns, he made himfelé 
Matter of Jtaly in fixty days, withoue fhedding the 
B.ood of the Citizens, As to Pompcy, it well appear’d 
uy his Conde, that remorfe of Confcience made him 
vil his good Senfe ; He wasno more the great Pompey; 
why, when he had none buc lawful Defigns, and when. 
nz feived the Republick, teftify’d fo nich Prudence 
aifo much Courage, He loft both the one and the 
ier ac thar time; for tho’ he had more Warriours 
wan Cafar, and tho’ he had the acvantage of being in 
Rome, he no fooner underftood thar he had paft the 
Rubicon, but he fled in difo:der, without fo much as. 
giving leifure tor making Sacrifices to the Gods to calm 
taatsiornt, Buc the knowledge he had of his wicked 
Defigns, duubrlefs, wade him believe they would not be 
tavuiuable to lim and there may be many Perfons 
tound who, in fo greac atrouble, wiil lofe that refpec& 
which they always bare them, Some did remember 
that time, that he had been beard fay formerly, 
That be needed but jtrike bis Foot againft the Ground,, 
and he flould bave Soldicrs enough, That way of 
{pcaking, which fmells of Tyranny, he was reproach’d 
with ; aud one of the chiefelt of Rome feeing his afto~ 
nilhmen:, boldly told him, Now ftizke the Earth to ene 
creafe your Army, that you muy oppofe Cxfar. He 
was allo reproach’d for Ambition and Injuftice ; and 
ushar was faid againft him at chat time, makes ic fufs 
ucientiy appear, that Pompey was the Tyrant, and 
fryar the Procector. 
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Ineffect,-he was no fooner in Rome, but he courte- 
oufly treated all the Senators ; he, with a fweet Te: 
dernefs, pray’d them to pacifie every thing, and again 
propos’d co them moft juft, and moft reafonable Art- 
cles of Peace, thereby to make them agree with Pom- 
pey: But knowing that Fompey would be all or no- 
thing, they did not make it, and excus’d themfelves to 
Cufer, But, Lepéds, when this illuftrious Hero was 
created DiSator, gave he any marks of his having Des 
fires to afpire at Tyranny? None ar all; he recall’d che 
banifh'd, repiac’d in Honour the Children of thove 
who had been confifcated in the time ot Syllz, who was 
a Tyrant, and eleven days after voluntarily reitaguilh’d 
the Dictatorfhip, contenting himfelf with the Confu- 
late with Servzlins Ifauricus. 

After this, Lepidws, can any fay that Cafar was 2 
Tyrant, and thac Pompey was the Defender of Liberty? 
But lec us finith the giving accounc of his illuitiious 
Life in few words, roar we may have the moze leifure 
to iament his Death, 

Doubrlefs, you remember all the Artifice that Pom. 

ey.us'd eo fun fighting with Cafu, and draw Affairs 
to delay: They were fo vifible, and his Ambition fo 
known, that his very Soldiers boldly faid, he continued 
not the War but to continue his Authority. In effect, 
he knew, thac either viGorious or conquer’d, he muit 

uit the Scvereign Power, or altogether take off rhe 
Mask that kept him undifcover’d to the Roan Peopie, 
Bur Cefer, whofe Confidence was in the Equity of his 
Cafe, and in that of the Gods, fearch’d ater his Enee 
mies, He fear’d norco affaute and fight him 3 he had 
nothing in his Heait that reproach’d him ot Guilt; he 
knew thar he yeveng’d Rome, by revenging himielt; 
and by ficcing himfelfofan Adverfary, he treed Rome 
of a Tyrant. His Hope did not deceive him, he gain'd 
the Battei, and Pompey loft ic. That Man who had 
been fo much favour’d by Fortune while he was Inno- 
cent, wag abandon’d by ic when he became Criminal, 


He did nor any more know eizher how to fight or over- 
come > 
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ne; nor did fo much as know how to be overcome 
oa Mau of Courage, 

As foon as his Party had got the worft in the Barrel 
ci Pharfadia, inftead of animating them by his exam- 
pig, he went into his Tent without knowing almoft 
what he faid: And knowing that Affairs went {tll 
worfe for him, that his Encrenchments were forc’d, 
and that Cefar approach’d 5 Wat : (faid he ina fright) 
even in ous Camp ! And after he had fpcke in this 
ranner, he Hed a fecond time, and abandos’d al] that 
vd of his Parry. Yet, methinks, ic would have 
teen more Glorious for him to have dy’d by Cefar’s 
Arms, than by the Sword of the Trayior Scptimiu, 
who formerly commanded under him, 

But this great Man having in his Heart Hatred, 
Remurfe, Repentance, Shame of being overcome, and 
Ambition, we need noc wonder, if lofing hopes of 
Refgning, he ac Jatt loft his Reafon, 

Bur, atrer we have feen that Cefav was skilful in the 
Art of Conquering, I pray you, Lepidus, let us look if 
hedid alfo know the ufe of Victory ; it he was Inhu- 
manor Merchul; if he was Juft or Rigorous; it he 
was a Tyrant or a Reman Cirizen. 

As foon as the Field of Bartel was left to him, and 
the eagernefs he had to fight was mitigated, when he 
faw {uch multitudes of dead Soldiers round about him, 
he fhed as many Tears as he had caus’d chem ro fhed 
Hood. O ye Gods '(cry’d he weeping) Le kacw Zt was. 
thir defire, and that they compel’d me to be their 
Conqueror ! For Cxtar, after having gsin’d fo many 
illujtstvus Vitkorics, doubslefs, would have been blam'd 
if be bad abaadon'd bus Army, Any oiher Conqueror 
bur Cefar would have fhed Tears of Joy, ater having 
in’a the Batrel; but he, he could not rejoycein his 
vy, becauie it had coft che Lives of fome of his 
tcllow-Citizens, 

Believe me, Lepidus, Tyrants do not weep for their 
Exemies; and Ciemency and Pity are Sentiments which 
ley have no knowledge of: However, you know, 
that Cejar almoft paicon’d all his. He had likewife 
a pare 
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a particular Care to fearch for- thar perfidious Man, 
who afterwards caus’d him to lofe his Life: Aad when 
the Traytor Brutus prefented himfelf to him, he treaced 
him as if he had been his Son, 

Woe is me! methinks 1 fee my dear Cafur going 
from rank to rank, asking from his Pecple News of 
Brutus, looking among the dead Bodies if he was noc 
yet there in condition to be fuccour’d, and doing all. 
things poffible to fave him who, by 2 horrid Ingrati-- 
tude, thruft 2 Poniard into his Breaft: O ye Gods! is 
it pofitble Cafir could make fo bad a choice! that a+ 
miong all the Romas, he lov’d his Murcherer better 
than any other! and, that the Gods, who teftity’d their 
having fuch paiticular Care of his Life, did not adver- 
tife him, that he whom he lov’d beft of all Men, would 
ot ail,Men be the moft cruel againft him! But it is 
not yet time co fpeak of Brutw’s Ingratitude 5 the 
Clemency and Goodnefs of Cefur furnifhes me with tvo 
good a Subject to jeave ic fo foon; for to ter che Guil: 
of his Aflaffins appear black as it is,. his Virtues mut 
appear with all the Splendor they had, 

Tyrants have fometimes put a price upon the Heads 
of their Enemies; they have promis’d Forgivenels of 
all forts of Crimes to thofe who would bring them ; 
and fometimes when they have been fatisfied, they: 
have look’d upon that fatal present wich Joy: But 
Cefarus’d not his fo; he would nor fee that of Pom- 
peys he wept birrerly ; he created him ignominioully 
who prefented it to him, and forc’d him to the necetit- 
ty of making his recourfe to fight, thereby co fave his 
Lite. 

As for my part, f find that Aion much more ples 
rious for Cefar than if he had overcome Pompey: Bus 
tho’ he was alone to weep ior his Enemy, he was act 
alone to fight, 

Further, he well ceftitled, chat he did not fo much 
regard Pompey as to his own particular, as that of the 
Republick; for he not only pardon’d thofe of his Parcy 
who would furrender themfelves, but he took a partl- 
cular Care of all -Pompe;'s Friends; thereby made it 
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appear that he hated not his Perfon, but only that he 
delir’d to deftroy his unjuft and pernicious Defizns, 

Any.ocher but Cafar, after having been Victor, would 
have confider’d his‘own fecurity, by banifhing fome, 
by putting others co Death, and by putting bimyelf in 
acondition to defie the ¢eft, But be, he confider’d no- 
tking but che gathering the broken pieces of Pompey’s 
Shipwreck, 

Kk might be faid, That it was bis Army that was 
defeated, and, that be fluid there to rally bis Troops, 
he teftily’d fo much Sweetmefs and Gooenets to thofe 
who came and lilted themfelves under bis Colours, 
Healfo writ to Rome, That the faceteft Fruits he ve» 
eciv'd of the Vittory, was, that every day be fav'd the 
Lives of Jome of their Citizens, O Lepidus! Tyrants 
have no iuch words, 

Further, to demonftrate the Equity of bi Intentions, 
and to fhow that bis Vi&tory was not 2 chance of For- 
tune, bur an effeét of the Will of the Gods, he continued 
happy in other things that be enterprized. 

The War of Egypt, and that of Armenia (irom 
wheace he writ to Rome, that he was come, that he 
bad feen, and, that be bad overcome) makes what I 
fay very clear, 

Arter that, in one fingle day be made bimfelf Mafter 
of three Camps, kill’d Fiity thoufaad Men, and loft bur 
fitty Soldiers, as 

In your Opinion, Lepidus, was it Cefar’s Arm thar 
fought fo? or rather was it not that of the Gods ? That 
Hlattrious Vistory made him no more inexorable than 
the reft: For, when he was toid, that Cato was kili'd 
by his own Hand, 0 Cato! ({aid he) bow I envy’ thy 
Death, becaufe thou baft cnvy'd me the Glory of faving 
roy Life, Perhaps fome will fay, chat it Cato had liva, 
Cajar would not have doze what he faid: But "iis caly 
to imagin, that he who pardon’d Brytisand Gera, 
raat carry’d Arms againit aim, Would haye alfo_par- 
don'd Cato. Rei pa 8 GEM RS Shs 
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Bur, Lepidus, I would have nobody judge of Cafar 
by what his Friends will fay of him; bur I would only 
have them judge of him by the Honours that the Re. 
*nans have done him, during his Life, and alter his 
Death, Surely "twas not without Reafon there was 2 
‘Temple of Clemency built in acknowledgment of his ; 
becaufe there was never a Conqueror, who did fo pcr- 
feétly know the Practice of that Virtue, 

Bur, pray cell me, Lepidus, how is it poflible that 
thofe fame Romans, who (fince the ending of the Wars} 
could not reproach Cwfar of any act of Sovereignity ; 
how is it, I fay, pofible, that thofe very Men {who 
builc this Temple of Clemency, by the Knowledge they 
had of his Goodnefs) could call him Tyrant? It may 
be found in Hiftory, that criumphing Arches have been 
erected for Tyrants 5 that by their Orders, and by their 
Violences, their Statues have been plac’d upon the 
Alrars; and that by @ voluntary Gratitude, Tempies 
have been built co their Glory ; for Temples of Clemency 
are what will not be found in all Ages, fave only that of 
Cafar : For, infine, he was no Tyiant, and, doubtless, 
merited more than was given him, 

Do you not remember, Lepzdus, the Day wherein he 
caus'd Pompey’s Statues to be re-adorn’d, and whercia 
Cicero faid, that by rebwtlding them, be fecurd his 
onn 2 

That Aion was then found as brave as it was 

reat; all che Romans {poke nothing elfe, and all did 
agree, that Cofar was the moft illuftiious of all the 
Heroes : And furely at that time Cefar feem’d as Jult 
as Generous; for whereas thefe Statues were erected 
for Pompey in the time that he ferv’d the Republick, 
he would nave no Mark of Honour taken from hin 
which he did effeGtually merir, 

Further, Tyrants are never in fafety, they fear every 
thing, and cruft chemfelves to nobocy ; they judge them- 
felves worthy of 2 violent Death, and by the Pains they 
take to fhun ir, they make ic appear that chey know 
they meriz ic: But for Cefar, becaufe he trufted to his 
Inngcency, he alfo rrufted to all People 5 he pus ieee 
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and Caffe ia Authority, by making chem Pzetois, aud 
would take no Care or his Safety. 

Ah, would ro Heayen he had follow’d his FrienJ: 
Counfel at thar rime! Bur he was roo Generous to be 
capable of fuch Prudence as does fo very ftrongly re- 
fembie Fear, that it does very often produce the iaine 
Exfects, 

Moreover, he thought that (having made known tu 
the Romans the Sincericy of his Intentions) he fhould 
have no need of any other Provifion for his Safety, He 
iaft aot one fingle Occafion of teftifying to them, that be 
preier’d the Quality of a Roman Citizen to all other 
wharever. 

You know, when he return’d one Day from cAlba, 
fome People faluting him, call’d him King ; bur he 
anfwe.’d chem, bis Name was Cxfar, and not King, 
Yes, Cafar, you had Reafon to prefer that Name to that 
of King: You have render’d it fo ftamous,that you can’t 
quit i wichout lofing by the Change; you mutt, having 
liv'd Cefar, die Cafer, 

Do you aify remember, Lepidus, that when the 
Senace decreed new Honours tor him, he faid with 
exuream Moceration, that bis Honours bad rather need 
of briay vetrench'd than augmented, Nor are you 
ignorant tha: when Axthony, dy an inconfiderate Zeal, 
rand tne Royal Diadem cto be pretented to him, he 
ce rerus’d It, and commanded it to be carrp’d ta 
ifupites Statue: As much as if he fhouid day, that 
tue Romans fhould only ke commanded by the God: 
What could he do more at that time (ro reftifie te cre 
cmens, that he afpir’d not at Tyranny) thaa publickit 
rutile the Badee of Royalty? wouid any have hat 
he fe Anthsny to be put to Death for tha: Crime’ 
7 : would nut have been juit; and he who had 
pardon'd his Enensies a hundred Crimes, ough: giro ww 












[well know that Pompey’s Partifans have faid, that 
Cafarecontributed to fome exceflive Honours that were 
one co him, thereby to try the Peoples Goodwill: Bur, 
how, Lepidis, if he had contributed to them, bis 
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refufing of ’em would have been with Defign to juttiie 
his Intentions, Ah, Lepidus, to fpeak Truth, the 
Friends, Flatterers, and Enemies of Cefar, are they 
who oppre(s’d him with the Crowns of Fiowers they 
threw upon him 5 the firt by Excefs of Affeétion,otheis 
‘by the defire of pleafing and making themfelves Grear, 
and feveral by Defign of giving Precexts to_the People, 
to murmur againft Cefar, and of having fome Colou: 
for the Villanies which they under~hand devis’d againj 
him, 

Bur, tell me, Lepzdus, what could Cefar do more, thza 
refufe the Honours that were offer’d to him ? Moreover, 
if Cafar had had a Defire to be King, it would noc have 
been impoffible to him: That fame Arm that made 
him conquer fo many Countries, and gain {o many 
Vig&ories, would have fecur’d the Empire to him, He 
xvas too well inftruéted in Worldly Affairs, to belicve 
that by Meeknefs, and the Suffrage of all che Romans, 
he could arrive at the Throne: Doubrlefs, he knew 
that Crowns are taken by Violence, and are never gives, 
and if he had intended to make himfelf King, he would 

"have us’d Force, and not Meeknefs, France would have 
furnifh’d him with an Army {trong enough for that: 
And, if with five choufand Foot, and three-hundred 
Horfe, he put Pompey to the flight, and made himfe! 
Matter of all Italy, it would not have been more diti- 
cule for him, atter the Battel of Pharfalza, to havt 
ufurp’d the Sovereign Authority. 

The Gauls would have follow’d him with Joy, ani 
would have come to Rome, to retake the Booty, which 
the Roman Legions had formerly taken from them, Ii 
tine, Lepidus, he would have acted like a Tyrant, and 
an Ufurper, and not like 2 Cicizen, I do own thr 
Cafar defir’d to Reign, but ’twas in the Romans Heat's, 
and not in Rome : He did them every day new Favour, 
he confider’d only their Felicity and ‘thet Glory ; 2t¢, 
jn the very time wherein they were meditating his 
Death, he employ’d all his Pains to make them hit 
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Lepidus, was there ever a moré illuftsious Hero 
tian Cefar ? Recount all his Lite, and you fhall noe 
fad one blemifh, bur you fhall there find all Viriues ia 
the higheft degree, The Vistories which he gain’d 
were not fach as Fortune gives blindly to thofe who 
confide in ic abfolutely 5 he gain’d them both by Velour 
and Reafon; and when he gave any thing to Chance, 
ic was becaufe Reafon would have it fo: The Scedfaft- 
re of Mind that he always fhew’d in all che Dangers 
waerein he expos’d hinwfelf for the Republick, is 
thing beyond all Commendation: He ever beheld good: 
and evil Fortune with the fame Countenance. Love, 
Choler, Hatred, Revenge, and Ambition, did never 
make him Guilty cf any Cowardice: He was always 
Matter of his Paflions, and never let himfelf be over- 
come, but by Clemency. 

Neverthelefs, there are Men, there are Romans, who 
have been fo wicked as co look upon Cefar as a Tyrant. 
But know, Lepidus, the Bufine™ was not altogetner io, 
the particular Hatred which Caffius bore to Cafar, bea” 
caufe he prefer’d Brutus before him, in defgning to 
make him Conful to his Prejudice, was that waich’ 
made the Confpiracy. “Twas not for having violated the 
Roman Laws, ’cwas not for iaving violently encreated 
the Senators, *cwas nox for caufing the Citizens to be 
put to Death; *rwas only for revenging Caffius. Buc 
if Cefay was to cie tor pretering Brutus before Caffiue, 
ic ought not to have been Brutim who was to ftab Cafar 
for reveaging Caffius, whom Cefur did not abufe, bus 
by obliging Brutus, 

No, Lepidus, if Cefar had been what he was not, I 
would fay che cruel’ft Tyrant that ever was, the Sword 
of 3/ztus ought not to have been tainted with his Blood, 
ba: that he fhouid have been che iaft of all the Romans 
in sbandoning him atter what he had done for him, Ah, 
lec none tell me, thac the more Ingrateful he appear’d 
to Cefar, the more thankful he was to his Country: No, 
Lepidus, Generofity is not compatible with Ingratitude, 
Vice and Virtue can’t be together and none can be un- 
grateful and thankful at the fame time, + 
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Wro‘cever reccives an Obligation, engage themflres 
mw the Perfon obliging: Tresefore they who tave a 
ign Spirit, do rever receive Bencfits but irom their 
siiends; and ia che choice of the two,they love ratner 
to cblige their Adversaries, than not to be obligi3. 
Uf Brusws could nor have tiv’d happy while Cefer wus 
alive, he fhould have always appear’d under his Ene- 
my’s Colours; he fhould have refus’d all che Honcurs 
which Cefar gave him, he fhould not have furrender’d 
himfelf to him, and rather chan to have receiv'd that 
Life which Cefar gave him; ke fhould with his owa 
Wand have kill'd himfel:, as the generous Cato did, Bur 
having receiv’d his Life from Cefur, having accepted 
she frit Offices of the Repubiick, after that by a kind 
Refentment Cefar had preier’d him to Cuffivs, thar he 
thould fet himfelf be perfvaded by Caffius to flab Cafar, 
is thar which I can’e comprehend, is that which can’t 
be approv'd of by any Man of Reafun; nay, is that 
which could not have been glorious to Brutus, tho’ 
Cefar had been a Tyrant, 

Neverthelefs, Lepidus, that was tae Ingrate, this is 
thac‘T'raytor, who was chief of the Con{piracy, who 
gave him fis Death’s’ Wound, Why Brut! why 
Gruet! could thou ftrike him who fav’d thy Lie? 
why Barbarian! why did not the Sword drop from thy 
Hands, when che Illuftiious and Great Cefar, fecing 
gou come to him like the reft, forbore defending him~ 
felf, and iaid with more Affection than Spleen, 
And. thou alfo my Son! Why Tyger ! thefe Words 
rouch’d not thy Heart, and thou couldit ftrike Cafur ! 
Ah, no, Brutus! if thou hadft had any Reafon, thou 
wouldit have chang’d fuch a wicked Defign 5 thou 
wouldft have fought for Csfar, render’d to him that 
Life which he gave thee ; or if thoa couldft not, thou 
fhouldft have blotted out thy Ingraticude with thy 
Blood, and kilPd chy felf upon the dead Boay ot 
Cefar. 

Bur, what do I, Lepidus ? my Grief cranfporgs me} 
that deleful Image of Cefar’s Death irritaces nfy Di- 
pleafuse apd Anger, every time ic comes in mypiines 

‘ : and 


Calphurnia to Lepidus. 149 


and without having any Defign, I change both Difcourfe 
and Subject, Let us return then to my lirik Intention, 
and fay, that if Cxfar’s Innocence could be queftion’d 
by the Aétions be did during bis Life, it fhall be fully 
juflipy'd by mbat is come to pafs at bis Death, and 
after bis Death, 

The extraordinary Care chat the Gods took to tell 
him of the Misfortune that was to befal him, Jes the 
Parizy of his Soul be furticiearly feen: All thofe Signs 
which appear’d in Heaven, thofe defective Victims, 
taofe Dreams which frighted me, the Hands of tho‘e 
Soiciers which appear’d in Fire, he who prognofticared 
to kim, that the Ides of Murch would be fa:al to him, 
aad all thofe other things which were thought to im- 
pede che Effcéts of the Confpiracy, make it abundanily 
appear, that Cefw* was noc an ordinary Maa, 

Ik Cefiv’s Death could have been for the Good of the 
Republick, the Gods would no: have given fo many 
Pielages of in: They foretell Misfortunes, thereby to 
make Men fhun ’em ; but of the Felicity chae they fend 
them, they never give fo many Signs, Perhaps | may 
be told, thar Brutus was fuificiently torewarn’d of his 
Death; bue that horrid Phantofm which appear’d rwice 
to him, was rather fent for his Chaftifement, than to 
g've him imeans of efcaping the Misfortune that was 
piepar'd for him, 

Further, who ever faw dead Tyrants worlhip'd? 
whea chey are alive they are tear’c, bur when they 
are dead cheir Bodies are drag’d thro’ che publick 
Piaces, chey are torn in pieces; the Laws which they 
have made, are chang’d, their Statues are demolifh’d, 
their Memories are in Execration, aad they who kilPd 
em live in Safety and with Honour. 

Eut tor Cafar, all dead as he was, he hath been re- 
foekied ; the Places which were mark’d with his Blood 
were worthip’d by the Romans, and feem’d to be facred ; 
h's bloody Gown, all pierc’d with the Wounds he re- 
ceiv'd, excited Sorrow in the Souls of all che Citizens ; 
is Teltament, which enrich’d ’em all, was given ear 
so, as thas of the Father of tae Counrry: The People 
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made him a Pile more Glorious for his Memory than if 
they had given him the noblef{t Funeral that Kings are 
honour’d with, becaufe this was an Effect of his Affei- 
on; and becaufe the fame Fire that cid confume my 
deat Cafar, defir'd to embrace the Houfes of the Mur- 
derers, The Senate chang’d none of the Ordinances he 
made, they gave him new Honours, all his Affafins 
were fore’d co fly, and by an univerfal Confent he was 
yank’d among the Gods, 

‘Who ever faw a Tyrant defy’d after his Death? Alc. 
sander himfelf, who was the greateft Prince of all An- 
tiquity, did nor pafs for Fupifer’s Son, bur during his 
Life: Bur Cefar hath that Advantage above this ill. 
itrious Hero, that what Alexander’s Friencs did while 
he was alive, the Witneffes of Cefar’s Merit have done 
to him after he ceas’d to live, The Gods alfo, atter 
they had given finifter Prefages of his Death, defir’d 
Ukewife co teltifie, that ic had infinitely offended them, 
"That terrifying Comet (which appear’d feven whole 
Days aiter his Death) was already a Sign of the Ven- 
‘geance they would take: ‘The Sun alfo (thac was 3 
svhole Year without givisg his accuftom’d heat aad 
Brightre’s) has made it known to all the Earth, cha: 
by Céfar's Death the Republick had loft its greacet 
Ornament, and beft Luftre, 

Bur to teftifie his Innocence ftill more, the Vengeance 
ef Heaven hath pertinacioufly purfu’d co Dea.h cll 
thofe who, only by their Counfels, had contributed eny 
‘thing tothat unjuft Confpiracy, They all dy’d violen: 
Deaths, without fo much as one efcaping ; they fount 
no Place where they could live quietly, che Sea ws 
-fatal ro’em as well as the Land 5 they who efcap’d <he 
Fury of their Enemies kill’d themfelves with tier 
‘own Hand; Caffins pierc’d his own Heart with tht 
fame Sword wherewith he ftruck Cefar ; and, inwn 
manner, he.is punifh’d wich thofe fame Arms with 
which he commined the Crime, Brutis, you know, 
ended his days that fame way: And, in fine, I know 
“thar none of Cefar’s Murderers semain any more in tht 
“World, : 
foe Jucge 
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Jadge from that, Lepidus, if he is not fully jultify’d, 
if his Death ben’: as glorious to him as his Lite, becaufe 
jt hath fhewn to us tbat all Navare was interefs'd in it ; 

.and, to fpeak once for all, if Cefar was not rather the 
ProceStor and Father of his Country, than the Romans 
Tyvant. 








CoNsSEQUENCE, 


It belongs not to me to tell you the Confequence of 
this Difcourfe, it belongs to you to let me know it, 
For its Obycll, zt bas hud the Defign of per frading 
yi, it belongs to you then to Let me underfland mbe- 
ther you be, *T% to you fhe bath fpoken, under the 
Name of Lepidus, zt belongs to you to tell me if ze 
bath bit its aim. Ih feducrd 

Us for me, Ido affure you, z ave feduc’d your 
ae "1 becanfe ie Rs & jndue'd, and beaaife I 
don’t endeavour to muke you believe move than I 
beéieve my felf. I have fo greet a Veneration for 
Cafar, that I can bave no evil Thoughts of bis Inten-» 
tins, and methinks we cre that Refpecf to all Great 
Men, not to condemn them upon flight Conjeétures. 
They are deccitful, Great Min’s Defigns are feeret : 
Let us thin refpect them, and not undertake to judge 


soem. 
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Livia to Mecenas. 





PRELUDE, 


Ts 6 to the Honsur of Learning that this Difcou.fe i 
ccnfecrated, But tho’ this be its principal Obi: F, 
at may be fuid that it doth not alienate me fiom 
the general Defign of my Book, becaufe Porfy being 
ene of the moft agreeable Emp!oyments of Ladzes, 
aad one of th:ir moft belov'd Diverfiuns, it viati- 
cates their Plesfure to make their Merit appes, 
Beistd then what L bave propos'd to my febf by 24% 
Difcourfe, which, zf I ben’t decezy'd, is rater more 
reafonable than inserejed: At leafl, Tknow, if I 
defend this Caufe, *t becaufe I think it Good, and 
alfo becaufe I don’t contravert the Outy of Orators, 
rchich obliges ’em not to defend any they find Evi, 
Fudge of zt, Reader, and hear Livia {peak to M2cen2s 
upom this Subject, the famous Protector of the Miles. 
But be not aftsnifh’d to bear by {peak to the depth 
of this Mutter, Aupuitus Lov’d Verfe too, and made 
tocm too often not to have infpir’d that fame In- 
clinutica in her who prff-fs'd bis Heart and fhe wus 
too careful not tobe complacent. So then, if I've 
chofcn, I bad Reafun, and no body will blame me. 


Know, Iluftrious Mecenas, Auguftus owes the 

Empire co your Counfels: That the Romans owe 

to you the Felicity they enjoy under a Reign {o 

differing from Tyranny ; as alfo thac I owe zo you thet 
y 
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quathy Ihave this day. Yes, Mecenas, ir was you 
vay overcame the powerlui Reafons ot Agrippa, in 
that day wherein eAuzuftus, becoming Enemy ot his owa 
Glory, and of the Remans Repofe, difpured with him- 
iit, whether ke fhould preferve the fupream Power, 
cr whether he fhould ieave ic to the difpcfition of the 
Peopie. 

Thaz great Emperor would, with his own Hane, have 
zaken cf the Crown that was upon bis Head, forfuken 
the Reins of the Empire, defcended from the Throne 
whereon he was feared by fo many Fatigues, and by a 
Re:reat more fhameful than cAatheny’s Flight from 
rhe Barcel ot Adfzum, totally lof the Fruirs of fo many 
Victories he had gai’: It may be faid at chat time, 
love caus’d Antheny’s Flighe; bur in this Encounter,can 
cfuguftus be accus’d of any thing but Cowardice: Ie 
may be faic, that his Haad was not ftrong cnough to 
wield the Sceptre which it held, and; that he only 
abadon’d what ke couid not keep, 

However, Mecenas, you had no feeble Crimes to fight 
with at that time, Auouftue and Agrippa; that is to 
fay, the two firft Men cf the World were thofe that did: 
oppofe you: ‘Their Opinion feem’d to be the juiter, as 
appearing the more Generous; and ir hath. been faid, 
that he would have had more Glory by deftroying the 
Empire, than by e(tabiifhing of ir, and more Advantage 
ig obeying than in commanding, 

Neverthelefs, you were Cunqueror in that famous 
Bartel; And yer, by a ftrange turn of Fortune, the 
Conquer’d continu’d Crown’d, and you contented your. 
felt with obeying him for whom you preferv’d the 
Authority, The Obligaticn the Emperor has to you, 
coubiefs, is very great: But, in my Opinion, he is 
more oblig’d to you for the Care you tcok to reconcile 
him to the Mutes, than for all che things which you 
have cone for him, 

"Tis true, by that means.you can give him. Immor- 
tality, as well as your felf: ‘Tis for that, that Augu- 
fta's Age can call i {elf happy; and I mainrain ic co 
be more Glorious for the Emperor co be belov’d of 
: : Vir. 
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Virgil, of Horace, of Titus Liviw, and of the famous 
Meceaw, who is Protector of thofe Favourires of A- 
pollo, than if he had been dreaded by all the Worig, 
Fear, by rendring him dreaded by all Nations, would, 
coubrlefs, have made him obey'd while te was alive: 
Bur the Praifes of Virgd! and Horace fhali render hin 
sefpected in all Ages to come. 

Certainly, Mfecenss, if all Kings were truly infpir'd 
with Defire of Glory, they would caretully co:fizer 
how to acquire the Alfections of thufe wiora the Goes 
have cnofen to diltribuce ir, "Tis by Hiftory aad Puciy 
they mut obtain the immortalizing of their Ness, 
and conquer after Death both ‘Time ane Fortune. 

But int thofe two famous Ways that conduc wo 
Ecernity, Poely fcems to have 2 particular Privilege to 
ity Meas ’tis who ly Corletial and Divine,the Fise it 
infpires purifies ali waote E.gies 1: maker, and with- 
owt abandoning Tramn, i: excuces Faulcs, and makes 
good Qualities feen to rhe Delt Aavantage. 

History demonftrate: to us Virtue all naked, and 
Poefy adorns iz with its belt Orcamenis, Hiftory is fo 
ferupulous, that is dares noz determine any thing ; it 
gives a fimple Narvative of things, but doth not judge 
of em: Bat Poefy judges Sovereignty of alls it praifes, 
ic blames, it punithes, it recompentfes, ic gives Crowns 
and Chaftifements, it illu(trates or {tains the Lives ot 
thofe whom it fpeaks of; and, co {peak all in few 
Words, it hah equally the Advantage of Hiftory and 
Eloquence, and difpofes abfolutely of that immortal 
Glory, which is the nobleft Reward of the Aétions of 
illuftrious Heroes. 

Further, a Hiftorian has Regard to fo many things 
that ’tis impoffible but the Prince whofe Reign he ce- 
Scribes, mutt be as ic were enro.]'d among the nun 
ber of his Subjects. He owes his Pen ro Criminals of the 
times he writes in, as well as to the Illuftrious ;_he has 
not the Liberty of chufing his Subject,he mutt take it 4 
Fortune and Time give it him; andthe Prince and his 
Subjects are fo Mrangely mingl’d rogecher, that the 
Prince cau fcarce be perceiv’d, but in Armies, in puo- 
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lick Places, and in 2 popular Multitude, On the con- 
wary, che Poec feparates the Prince from the Peopie 5 
He chiufes Ooje& and Subjeét; he follows his Heroes co 
the Tomb 3 he {peaks norhing bur what pleafes him, ° 
and yet {peaks ali when he finds it convenient, Tn fine, 
the Hiftorian’s Object is imply Truth, and that of the 
Yoo: is che Glory and Immortality of his Hero, You 
fe I don’t much differ from your Thoughts, and thac 
the Converfation of Aug uftus and Mecenas have given 
me Knowledge enough in every thing that concerns 
Poefy, to fpeak rationally of it, 

Wherefore, I think I may fay, that Kings fhou’d em- 
pioy all their Care to make themfelves belov’d of Poets; 
and thar Auguftus is more oblig’d to you for the Friend- 
fhip of Horace and Virgil, than for your having con- 
ftrain’d him not to diveft himfelf of the Empire that 
he pofteites, 

Doubtlefs, Alexander had Reafon to envy Achilles’s 
Deftiny, becaufe he had the Advantage of having Homer 
to proclaim his Glory; but Auguftus fhall have none to 
complain of his Age, becaufe the Gods have given him 
for his Frieads Virgil, Horace, and Mecenas, 

However, I pofitively maintain, that he hath fome 
Reafon to accufe Fate for having compell’d him co ba~ 
nilhCvzd, Yer you know how to excufe the Emperor, 
the Concern he fhew’d, and how much Pain he had to 
refufe you his Pardon. 

Ideclare, Meccnas, I fear che banifhment of fuch a 
brave Spirit will one day be a greater Reproach to 
Auguflus than all the Profcriptions of the Triumvirate, 
Thore Men who can illuftrate or blacken the whole 
Life of a great Prince, fhou’d methinks be much fear’d 
or much belov’d; and,whether by generofity or intereft, 
they fhou’d be in Veneration among all the Kings of the 
Univerfe. 

Conquerors think well of ereing Trophies, of build- 
ing wiumphant Arches,caufing their Statues to be fet up 
in publick Places, engraving magnificent In{criptions 
upon their Tombs, foy immortalizing their Glory ; all 
shefe Things fall fucceffiyely into Ruin, they deftroy 

: them- 
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themfelves, they bury chemfelves under Ground in O9- 
livion, and their Memory perifhes with the Maibie 
ereéted for perpetuating of it, But when a Poer, who 
is uuly worchy of char Name, underzakes the Protection 
of a Hero, he is in Condicion to defe and envy Time 
and Fortune, Nothing can ever after obfcure his Re- 
putation ; his Protector retures all his Enemies,and trom 
Age to Age he renews his Lite, and acquires for hima 
new Splendor. 

The Writings of Virgil and Horace hall noe oaly 
be Glorious for Augujtus, by the Places which Speak ot 
him, but by every ching that will be admir’d by thof 
famous Authors, 

They who read, with Aftonifhment and Admiration, 
Virgil’s divine Encids, thal] find the lofs of this Priace 
worthy to be envy’d by all the Monarchs of the World, 
in having merited the Praife and Friendfhip of the molt 
excellent Man that ever the World produc’d, 

They who hall read Horace’s Works, will find ’em . 
very advantageous to Auguftus, in having merited the 
Goodwill ot 2 Man who could govern his Style fo agree- 
able to Virtue, by reprimanding of Vice, yet fo as10 
have had 2 greater {hare in his Odes than in his Satyrs, 
Every time I confider the Advantages and Charms of 
Poefy, Iam the more in love with ix; and if the Dee 
cency of my Sex would permic me, I would fay tha: 
Dido's Chaftiry pleafes me lefs in Hiftory, than ir 
Weaknefs and Defpair in the Exezds, 

Judge then, Mecenas, whether they who can rend:t 
Vice to agreeable, can’t make Virtue appear with ai 
ics Luftre ; and whecher they who can impofe Fabies, 
can’t perfwade to Truth, 

You know, Mecenas, that fome of ’em have dai’d (9 
affirm, that the Scamander is but a Rivulet, and that 
Troy is of things which never have been: Yet Home 
found Credit in all Nations: All rhe Heroes whom be 
introduces in his Ilzads, or into his Odyjfes, have thet: 
Friends and Partifans, and the trueft Hiltorian doth not 
fo much intereft his Readers, as do both thofe wonder 
aul Works. og ie 
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Lec Princes learn then from tience, thar they whe 
cau to well immorcalize their Fancies and Imayioations, 
cau with much Rronger Reafon make ’em live ere, aall,, 
wasa they render themfclyes worthy of it, both by cere 
austit and good Gitices, 

Doubdriets, ic belonps co them co publith the Vistories 
or ineir Princes; but it alfo belongs to their Princes vv 
ke ’em cake pare of the Fruits of their Victories. 
Tucy eno fay that the Mutes defire not Abundance, and 
thar Solicude and Poverty are rot unprofitable for the 
Pisdaction of their Works, perhaps will be of anorker 
Gpinton, when they know chat the Lideraiicies ot udu. 
gujlas aed Mecenas have not hinder’d Virgil irom pro~ 
uusuig Mafter-pieces, Horace from acquiring vniverfal 
Litem, and Titus Lzvius from having inerited 2 Glory 
which dhall not die. 

In thort, ’tis eafily perceiv'’d that thofe who do brave 
Things, when they work only tor neceffity, will.do 
Miracies when they work for Glory: Such a nobie Ob- 
ject will exate their Spirits to the very Heavens, whereas 
Melancholy diforders the Genius, and makes it grovel 
roo low, All che Pains chey take, ia complaining of 
Fortune, in accufing the Injuttice of their Age, in blam- 
ing the Ignorance of the Times wherein they live, and 
in publifhing the Avarice of their Princes, doublets, 
wou'd be employ’d in more famous Subjects, 

I know very well, chat Solitude, Fountaizs, Rivers, 
Groves, and Woods, have been always luok’d upon as 
Piaces proper for the Compofition of fne Works; bur, 
it ail chofe things belong co him who makes ’em, 1 don’t 
fee how it can be any Obftacle to his Glory; and, if F 
bea’: miftaken, he thall becer defcribe the Beauty of 
his own Poffeflions, chan thofe of anothers the Shades of 
his own Woods {hall defend him better from the fcorch- 
jag heat of the Sun, than thofe of his Neighbours; the 
Noife of his Fountains fhall yield him more agreeabic 
Fancies, than thofe of the Publick can give him; a 
River to which he hath fome right, will feem more 
Droper for his making a fine Defcription, than if he 
voox'd upon ip with an indifferent Eye: In Ase, 
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more agreeadis TIdeis than thole wihereto he is 








‘bis true, thac Shepherds Cottages render Pleafantr? 
mot agreeable, buc skilful Painters always piace em 
ata dimance : So then, to do tnings well, Poets mut 
never {ee a Root of Straw, but in their Jouineys, or 
fiom the Windows of their Palaces, For "215 NOL to 
be imagin'4, that a. Man who paifes all his Lite-time 
incommodioully, ia Shagrine and Solitude, can fpesx 
of abundance which he hath noi, of Magnificence 
which he fees nor, of the Court which he frequents no:, 
of Kings whom he knows not, bur only by their Names, 
of War which he hath nor feen, but in Bocks, and of 2 
great many other things, which are ftrange and new 
to him. 

Believe me, Mecenas, Poets, in fuch Encounters, @r2 
like Painters, wao reprefent nothing periedily, be: 
what they fee: Great Princes then mult always have 
vem to be Witneffles of their Actions, if they wouic 
have them leave true Pictures of ’em to Poiteriry. 
For ’tis not to be thought, thet they (co whom jul 
Subjedt of Complaint is given) can elegantly praife mem 
whom they do accufe in their Heart; tis not to be 
thought, 1 fay, that they who praife tor Gain, ¢o i: 
with taat Ardour as chofe who praife out of Goodwill: 
No, Mecenas, that can’t peflibly be. 

Purcher, as Dreams are ordinarily form’c by tit 
‘Thoughis cé the Day, to thefe agreeable Tranfporta’ 
which Pozfy gives to thofe who are conversant jak 
when they are happy, lofes allirs brightnels by 
‘Author's Shagrine, when he is noi, but always .amitis 
nis hard Forsane, 

He would do well to ftrive to be divided from hin- 
felf, for he is feen by all, he carries his difcontent evi 
into the Hearts of the Heroes whofe Lives he writs 
und dovs nor wire one Vesfe which his Heass dou 
nur difavow. 
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Infine, Mecenas, 1 am perfwaded that a rick Poets 
lodp’d in a ftarely Palace, will with more Eafe make 2 
Picture of Poverty and Solitude, than a poor One, lodp’d 
ia a Cottage, fhall make of the Magrificenre of the 
Court, of the Virtues of Rings, of Pclicy, and all ne 
other things which are not perfc&tiy iearn’d, busin the 
Socie:y of Men and Afflueuce of Fortune. 

‘nere is this difference berween the Rich and the 
Poor, that the One are fo.itary when they pieate, thac 
they have Rocks and Caves when they will, and the 
Ozher can’t fo much as have 2 Palace, bue their Solirude 
13 fore’d. 

Moreover, who cao think that Poefy, which is the 
nodieft Efort of Imagination, may not iome way need 
beaucdful Objeéts, either to excice, to divert, or 00 
recreate it? They who have afign’d Woods and Rocks 
io the Mufes, have, doubticfs, been of this Opinicn, 
yet, without making their Opinion deftroy mine, they 
have fpoken of Forefts and Rivers, becaufe thefe uni- 
verfal Beauries are in the Power of all the World: Buc 
that doth not hinder, but thofe fsme Mulcs who delight 
ia Woods, may walk in a well-order’d Garden, Are 
does not fpoil Waxure, it perfeéts ic; and Trees regularly 
piamed, hinder not, if I ben’c deceiv'd, the Poers from 
working under their Umbsages with Pleafure and 
Renown, 

Tis crue, Meeenas, that thofe nine famous Sifters, 
from whom our Mufes diaw their Origin, had uo 
Habization, as ’tis faic, bur Woods and Mountains, and 
did nor divert themfelves, but near Founrains: Yer 
thefe Woods, thefe Mountains, and thefe Fountains be- 
long to them 5 ParnaJus is their Dominion; che Wateis 
of Pai mejfz ave alfo theirs 5 and neizher Apollo nov the 
Males borrow any thing from any other Divinity, 

After all, Mecenas, ’tis for the Grandeur of Princes, 
not enty to know kow to Conquer their Enemies in 
War; not only to know how to Reign in Peace; not 
only to make themfelves be fear’d of their Neighbours ; 
not only how to make themfe.ves beloy'd of their Sub- 
jects, but alfo to make themfeives furpafs ocher Men 
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in Liberally. They muft give like Mafters of the Uni. 
verfe; they muft, when they make Prefenrs, look ra. 
r to themicives than regard others, anc propettion 
Gifts to their own Grandeur only, They why 
:yo heives in Profi, but feldom have any fhare 
sory 3 that belengs only tothe Giver: Anaw 
peak rationally, che mof glorious Conquefts chat Kings 
can make, are thefe which they make by Liberatire, 
In War, Succefs is always dubivus 5 there is no Barrel to 
afvanrageuus in is beginning, whofe End may uot be 
toral ; buc here we are always aflur’d of Vidtory: 4 

al Prince doh equally make to himfelf Staves, 
i:€ts, and Friends of them to whom he gives ; and 
zis is the only way whereby he can merit the Rank of 
tae Gods, 

Bur amozg ail Men, Princes fhoutd chufe for the pris 
cipal Objects cr their Liverasiry thofe famous Dilpeni 
et Glory, yet with this difference, char whac is par 
Liseratity on othe: Occafions,is Gratitude in this 5 for, 
what is not cue to them who give Immortality! The 
have been formerly itupid, ignorant, and covereus 
Princes, who have let the Mufes languith in Povery, 
without giving a jult Subjed of Aftonifhment, 

Bur if Auguftne (having fuch Infights as he hath in 
all brave Sciences } loving fine Works at the 1ate as ke 
doth, making Poefy his diverficn, being a lover of 
Glory, as he hath always made it appear, and max¢ 
things himfelr which may place him in the Rank of 
the moft illuftrious Authors: I fay, if Agustus, ha- 
viny all cheie Advantages, do give bur meanly to the 
Proteflors of good Learning, he Lhall be difhonour’d by 
it, and ’rwou’d be, in a manner, lefs difgrace to him 
to be ftupid, ignorant, and avaricious, than to be know- 
ing, and not be liberal, 

Bur, tharks co the Guds, his Inciinations, and your 
Counfels, have very well prevented thar biemiih hom 
polluting one of the chiei Paflages of his Lite: To know 
whether Auguftus hach known the Price of all brave 
Sciences, we need only confider the Rewards he gave t 
thofe who pracis’d "em, i 
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Bur among all thofe who ave careful of this wonder= _ 
fu) Art, which the Gees have taught to Men, ic muit 
be avoucn’d, that thofe whofe Spirits are fublime e- 
rough tor undercaking 2 Heroick Poem, deferve the 
£-f Rank near Kings; and, doubrlefs, ’cis a Principie 
or them, that they fhould have a particular Efteem ; 
fnz of all the various Species of Poefies which we ad- 
mire, this Work is the greaceft, the moft illuttrious, 
tie moft dimieulr, and the moft glorious, both for him 
that makes ir, and for che Hero whom he chufes, 

To foeak freely, an Epick Poem con:ains wholly ia 
icfelf aj] Ocher’s Beaucy, and fomething more. They 

so make Elogies, do rather erernize their Miftrufts, 
+ Paffions, and their Languifhings, than the Meris 
of their Princes: We fee but fhore Draughts in Odes, 
wherein the moft pare of things are nat diftinguifh'd : 
One fiagle Aétion ts fomecimes too ample a Subject for 
that Work; and, in fine, its Limits are too much con- 
traded co boaft of ics having conquer’d Time and 
Fortune, 

Ecliguct can do no more than make Pofterity ima- 
fa, that the Reign was fortunate, during which, the 
¢s did then employ themfelves to make Shepherds 
peak, and not in complaining of the Violence of their 
Kings. 

Tre Satyrs, thefe bold Painters, wherein all the 
orld find their Pictures, can’: be glorious for Princes, 
hen their Images are not found in them: To {peak 
mare civarly, their Silence is the greateft Glory thgy 
can give, 

Epigrams, for the moft part, are but fparkles of 
Diamonds, whofe brighinefs, tho’ {plendid, can’r jur- 
Lith the Life of a great Prince: They are a fimple 


Pakime of Imagination, which, at moft, can preferve 
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ny mote than the Glory of him who hath fortunately 
acquisted himfelfof that fort of Work, 

A Tragedy, which is certainly one of the nobleft Em- 
ployments or the Mufes, alcho’ ic brag of teaching by 
iss diverting, and tho’ ic pafs, amoung the Learned, for 
ine Mafter-piece of this Ars, yet fhou’d not be fo conh- 
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devable to a Prince, 2s an Heroick Poem, He 
makes Tragedies works more tor himfeli than tor b5 
King ; he draws Pidtures, but his Mafter can preterd 
to have ro other Glory ia his Work, but thar of havirg 
known all the Beauty af preferving thefe rare Pains 
with Care, and of buying of ’em ata great Price, “T: 
nor {> with an Epick Poem: Tharis what truly edie 
Princes, for whom they are compos’d ; all their Virtus 
appear fplendidly there; their Conquefts are painted 
forth in their fineft Luftre 5 their Faults, if they teve 
any, are skilfully conceal’d ; Fortune, Victory, u.< 
Fame, are always of their Farry ; they have no Enemit: 
iin ic whom they extol not ; they are lappy in Wa: 4 
Love; their Splendor, contrary to Cuftom, returns tr 
them to the Origin of their Race; and whereas ( 
dsen did ufe to derive their Glory from tia: Gt 

Freduceffors, on the contrary here the Predecefiur 
rradt their greaceft Advantages fiom the Virtues of tuc:. 
Children. 

The Goodnefs of Auguftus cans’d Viigz! to eretuiie 
the Piety of Ancat: The Conquefts which he mace. 
hall make thofe of his Forefatkers live eternally : ‘ti 
4or love to him chat this great Poet hath porta,’ 
‘shat Ulntrious Trejan, even upon the Throne: fi-d,w 
rcak truly, *ti. he who hack fav’d him from the ©. °+ 
Haprarions of Tray, with his Father and his Domeh « 
Gots, brcaufe without him, he, doudrlefs, wou! 
continwd bary’d under thofe mighty Ruins; at: 
Fofterity would no-more have heard his Valour fpo 
vs, than if he had never beer, 

Fr belongs thea to Princes to make a diligent Scrusi'? 
thro’ all cheir Provinces, after fuch as are capable 
44 noble an Occupation, to the end that having fous 
‘them, they may by their Rewares oblige them to under 
‘take f. great a Work, 

They who make Hedfor, Aciilles, aud Agamemns 
{peak in Tragedy with the fame Spirit that Homer b's 
given them, dowbriefs, are capable of accompithing fo 
Tong an Enterprize with Glory, if they he oblig’d to * 
hy Alluiements, . 
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Bur they are not to engage rhemfelves in fo long a 
Courie, without being aflur’d to find a prize at the end 
oi the Work, 

‘They who run at the Oilympick Games, find Crowns 
= the end of rhe Lift; wheretore then fhou’d any defive 
Man to beftow his Pains, his Labours, his Faftings, 
3G all his Life for a Poem, without pretending ro any 
vier Advantage by it, buc only the Glory or xaving 
i ei? 

No, Mecenas, ’rwou'd not be jeft, and I fay again, 
iat it belongs to a Prince to make Choice of him whom 
wou'd have to praife his Vistories 5 trar it Dz0ngs 
wuihis co make thac happy, if he defire chaz he fhou'd 
tender him Immortal: In fine, it belongs to him co da 
Angufls ard Mecenas have done tor che incom 
parabie Vargil. 

You fee (as I think I have already faid co you) chat £ 
vittes not from your Sentiments, and that the Conver. 
farion Lhave had with Auguflus and you, have made 
me knowing enough in Poely, to dare fpeak to you, 

Bue, neverthelefs, if you are furpriz’d at ir, you will 
ealily find the Reafon of it, if you confider that the Em- 
peror’s Glory was the motive, Tr was for thar, thee I 
nave examin'd all chefe chings, and ic is for chat, rhaz 
] conjure you to continue to entertain him wich fo brave 
an Inclination, : 
Purtue then, Mccenas, fuch a nobie Defign; eniich 
zil she Mufes with edugujtus’s Treafures ; in Imication 
ut the gods, give them Gold for Incenfe; and know, 

at if you caufe Kingdoms to be given them, they fhall 
give you more, 

Yes, Mecenas, you fhall reign over the tok Iluftrious 
of ail Ages; and if Conjecture ceceives me net, your 
Name fhall be fo venerable to Poltericy, chiefly among 
the Learned, chaz all chofe who render theia%.ves their 
Proteftors, fhall elteera it an Honcur vo bear it, 

They fhall be call’ the Mecenacs o3 their times; and 
from Age co Age, that Glory renewing itfelr every day, 
yourName thal] 5¢ in the Memory aid Mouths of all Men 
fa long as the Sua {hall give Light co she Word, 
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CoNSEQUENCE., 


T knot not what Confequence this Difcourfe will bave 
among the Grandecs of this Age: Bur I very wll 
know, that it fhall have a moft advantageous One, if 
their Magnificence do but come near to that of Auguitus 
and Mecenas ; neither the one nor the other of thefe 
great Men needed to have their Liberality excited, nor 
have they been fpoken of, but to excite others, The 
literal Senfe is bus the Pretence of she Allegory, 
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PRELUDE, 


When the Romans bd made Peace wth Porfenna, they 
fent thezr Daughters to bimin Heftage, forAlfurance 
cf thezr Treaty, But when they were come to that 
Prince’s Camp, one among them nam’d Cleelia, judg- 
ing their Chafliry was not fecure among fo many 

Farviours exhorted ber Companions to deliver them- 
felves from fo juft an Appichenfien, and shat they 
fhoudd rather expofe thezr Lives than rbetr Honour, 
She gain'd them all to be of her Opinion, and by an 
extravrdimary Courage they undertook to crofs the 
Tyber by fatmming : Their Refolution ras as fore 
tunate a great, they all pafs'd without M&fortune, 
under the Conduét of that couragiow Maid, and ree 
turn’'d to Rome, Their Purcnts admin'd fuch brave 
Teme ity, but toe Roman Severity, that would nor 
entlure the publick Fuith to be violated, made them 
be font buck ty the King, that thereby be might punifh 
rhein Perfuly, zf be bad a Mind to it. When they 
nire befure bam, he ask'd them who was the firft that 
p opov'd fo dangerous an Enterprize: But they all 
7mugining that be only ask’d in order to puntfh ber, 
would give nocinfwer, Then this gencrou Maid 
poke to bim to this Effedt. 


not to be Glorious, the Silence of my Compa- 
-nions is injurious to me, tho’ cheir Intention be 
inno- 


T" F Aétion [have done, having too noble a caufe 
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Snnocent, I woud have hop'd, Parfennz, stat they 
{how'd have acknowledg’d me for their Deliverer, and 
paolith'd aloud before you, that cas ader my Con- 
duét, and by my Counlels, cha: they! of your Camp, 
but fince they pur me to the necefli-v cf praifing my 
fell, becaute they fear vou will scat ime it], Twill treety 
tcll you, tha: ic was I who wikhJrew them trom your 
Hands. 

Do you not think that whar hinder} them to name 
me, is a Remorfe of whatthey have dons? No, they 
don't doub: the Tufice of ny Enterprize, but they doubt 
whether you will be generous enough to reverence Vire 
tue in your very Enemies, 

For my part, who am uncapable of fearing any thing, 
except the lofs of my Honour, I tell you again, that it 
was by my Counfels, by my Care, and under my Co*- 
dug, that thefe generous Romans refolv’d to go out of 
your Power, and give up theméelves to the impetuoul 
nefs of the Water, to follow me, and couragioufly ex- 
pote their Lives to deliver themfelves from the Fear of 
fuffering fome Treatment unworthy of their Virtue, 

Why, iMuftrious Romans! (faid I to them, to encou- 
rage them to caft themfelves into the River, as I did 
propofe to them) can you pur your Lives in the Balance 
with your Honour? And, in Fear of lofing one or other, 
can you have any difficulty in chufing ? No, no, purfo'd 
T, you are Romans, and my Companions, and conte. 
quently too Generous not to love better ta put your elves 
in hazard of dying with Glory, than living with 
Infamy. ; 

Who ever heard ic faid, thar Virgins were in good 
Repute in a Camp, where Shame and Modefty are no: 
tobe found? We are in an Army (continu’d I, which! 
hope your Majefty will pardon me for fpeaking) whofe 
General is Protector of the Tarquins; ‘tis for chem 
that King Porfenna hath undertaken the Wars by what 
means then do you think to find a Place of Safety wich 
Prince, where Lucretia’s Ravifher hach found a Refuge 
and Defender? No, my Companions, flatter not your 


felves, if the Blood of that chafte Unfortunate had not 
é Power 
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Power to hinder 2 Prince from oppofing the Revenge 
thar the Romans were caking, our Tears will never 
prevail with him co revenge us or them who wou'd 
abtfe us. 

Ic may be you will fay co me, thac we were given to 
kim in Hoftage, and that the publick Faith is engap’d 
to kim by our Perfons; buc know, my Companions, 
thar whatfoever is done ror Honour, cannot but be 
Gioriuus, 

We wil] not break the Peace, we will not cheat Por. 
finna, we will only fhun Shame and.Infamy, or die 
wich the fame Glory wherein we have liv'd, 

Let us go then, generous Romans, while we have 
Liberty. 

Hear che Noife the Soldiers make in their Camp, and 
be afraid of their Infolence, : 

They are altogether Soldiers, Scrangers, our Enemies, 
and the Defenders of the Turquins, 

Confider, in fine, my Companions, that in the Place 
where you are, you may Jofe your Honour, but in thac 
wherein I will conduct you, you can oniy lofe your 
Lite. 

Behold, Porfinnz, a part of the Reafons I us’d to 
pe.iwade thele generous Virgins to follow mes and I 
taal fay for their Glory, and for that of my Country, 
tnat 7cwas ealie for me to perfwade them to my Inclina- 
tions, I was not contradicted in my Opinion, they 
iaok’d Death in the Face with Conftancy, and quitted 
tne Banks of the River with Joy, tho’ according to all 
lihood their Death was inevitable, 

But, becaufe our Intentions were molt Innocent, che 
Gods took Care of convoying us, they affifted our feeble- 
nefs, they fullain’d us upon the Waters, and happily 
brouyke us to the other fide, -Yec we did not find there 
ail che Repofe that we expected; for chat auftere Vir~ 
tue, which the Romans all proiefs, deny’d the Joy of 
our Relations at our Return: They admir’d our Refo- 
Yation, chey prais’d our Defign, but to farishe the pub- 
sick Faith that they had engag’d to you, they wou’d 
rave ug brought back co your Camps; and for ts 
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Parpof have given us a Convoy to conduct Us hi- 
ther. 

See, Porfennt, by this Adventure, what the Roman 
Virgins ars, who lowd sather to haserd cheir Liv 
than break their Word. Yes, Povfiana, thefe cwo A 
ons are equally Praife-worby: And to he juft at itch a 
time, we render to our Parents the tame Honours which 
they gave us. They have piais’d ou: Flight, cho’ they 
have not forborn to fend us back into your Hands : We. 
alfo admire their Virtue, tho’ ic deprives us of cia: 
Liberty which we had acquir’d to ourfeives. ‘The 
Delign of preferving our Honour, caus’d our Flights ; 
and that of not lofing their Reputation harh caus'd or 
Return. 

Perhaps you will fay to me, thar ic will be hard 15 
underftand how one and the fame A&tion can be both 
worthy of Praife and Blame 5 and, in fine, that our Re- 
tarn is an infallible Sign that our Flight was criminal, 
No, Porfenna, the Bu anefs {hou’d not be fo confider’d : 
It muft be better examin’d, to judge rightly of it, And 
Iam very certain, that if it be regarded wich an ua- 
intereffed Eye, ic will be found that our Flight was gio- 
rious to us, and that our Return is foto our Parents, I 
declare, that in fome fort we feem to have broken the 
publick Faith, but before we be convinc’d of that 
Fault, I mutt be permitted to defend our Caule. 

Doubrleis, ic can’t be deny’d that Honour fhou'd be 
the Rule of all che Aétions of Men ; ’cis for that, thac 
Life is expos’d in Wars ‘tis for that, thac fometimes 
all the Sentiments of Nature are renounc’d ; ‘tis for 
that, that Men do voluntarily devour themfelves for 
the Satery of their Country 5 tis for that, that the pub- 
lick Faith is exa@ly Kept; and, in fine, *tis for thar, 
that all chings ought to be done, 

Wherefore, let none wonder, if for preferving our 
Honour we have expos’d our Lives, and broken the 
publick Faith; for feeing tis not kept, but only for 
Honour, ic was permitted us to violate it, becaule we 
cow'd not keep it, but by expofing owsfelves co In- 
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her, fince coin Sex 
astu our Partie 
thought, 
dae ont 
naihappend wu 
ia our Perfous, 
Tis Giory then Siding 
iev'd chat it was jull to expofe our Lis 
2 bith the one and the other, ard doud:.25, we thal} 
éothe fame thing, ix the fame Occafion offers, 
Lucretia’s. Mistortune hath but too much tauahe u 
9 prevent fuch Difatters; and I can 2 you, chat, 
i: we had Death in our Choice, we wow od Innocei.t, 
ick there is nothing from which aa Exceotion 
c1v't be made: Lying (which i is, doub:tets, a bafeneis} 
is fometimes glorious, and Iam affur’d that no-bed: 
blames that which the generous Mutixs told, when fee~ 
ing his Hand burning, with a prodigious Conftancy, he 
affur'd you chat there were three-hundred in ou i Camp, 
who delign’ dco kill you, tho’ "cwas only himée 
Tha: admirable Courage tiar made Hoi Cele. 
uiderzake to ftand himfelt alone unmoveable agalult HL 
your \rmy, and odiig’d him ar lat co caft himfeli, all 
arni’d as he was, into the Tyber, fhall not be pur in the 
number of ridiculous Temerities. The firm Refolurion 
of Brutne simfelt to fee his Chilcren cic, becaufe they 
were Traytors to their Councry, {hall x -ather pafs tor the 
“ral of a goos Citizen, than for che Inclinacioa of an 
unnatural Fathe 
Where:sre, why fhowld any that 
Teverele ey elie and whe Put Bs 
Lye, Cuele Temer yy and che Inmeul 








aoe of ill 
e had promis tn: 
ot Rome, we 
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not alfo se the Flight of Clelia 
panions, hace chey had ao other Oojecs 
Vation or thelr Honour, ai id 






Mutius did coura goouly 
earirely gevored to the Put 
the Blood of his Caildren for thefe two th tings Ouly ; 
hove alfo expas’d ow: Lives for the fame Caufe, and inay 
confequently precend io the fame Gin 7, 
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Why, Porfenna, Lucvetia hath mericed an immor:y 
Reputation for having killd herfelf after her Crime, 
and we are laugh’d at, as infamous, for having exposé 
our Lives co the end thar we might die Innocent: No, 
no, ’tis impoffible that ic fhou’d be fo; Pofterity wil! 
be more jult ; and I do really believe, that if you exz 
min your Thoughts exaétly, you'll fnd that they dos’: 
condemn us, We have never feen the Gods, who are 
fo jeaious of their Authority, caufe Thunder to fall upon 
the Vidtims which efcape from the Alrars, 

And wherefore then, Por fenna, wou'd you unworthily 
treat Virgins, who having {een themfelves abandon’d of 
their Guards, or to fpeak better, their Enemies, wen: 
in queft of Safety, at the Expence of their Lives? Pc.- 
haps it will be cold me, that it appears by my Reafors, 
‘we had no Wrong cone us: Bur, if ic be fo, it appears 
Jikewife thac our Parents had no Reafon to fend vs 
pack, Yer this Confequence is not well grounded ; 
and, if I ben’c mittaken, I fhall dettroy ic in a few 
Words. ; 

Ihave already told you,that Honour caus’d our Fligh:, 
and that this fame Honour caus’d our Return: To {peak 
rationally, ’twas our Fachers who engag’d their Words 
to you; ’twas they who gave us in Pledge; *twas they 
who treaced with you 3 *cwas rhey who confented to the 
Articles of Peace; and ’tis alfo they who fhould exact'y 
perform al] that they promis’d to you, thereby to oblige 
you to do the fame thing. 

The publick Faich engages them to it; the publick 
‘Intereft defires ic ; their Country’s Honour requires it; 
their own in particular obliges them to it; and, in fine, 
nothing can exempt them trom ic: For they very well 
Ienow that thefe fame Virgins, who have defpis’d the 
impetuofity of the Tyber, only thro’ Fear of receivirz 
an abufe, will again contemn their Lives, rather they 
do any thing uaworthy of Roman Virtue, and in the 
manner keep their Word, without hazarding their He- 
nour, or that of their Country, 

See, Porfenna, what our Parents Opinions are, and 


alfo what Ours are: It belongs now vo you co confide 
wise 
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whether pou wil] rrear us like Fugicives, like Enemies, 
or like Romans; Yet I hope you will take the juiter 
and moit advantageous Party, 

Bue know, thac if by violating the Laws-of Men, 
you fhould crear us unworthily, and break the Peace 
at you have made, your Defigns fhall advance nc fur- 
ther chan chey have done, 

Thar which Mutins and Cocles undertook againft 
you, athoufand Romans fhall yet atempt. They are 
all bain for great A€tions; all of them have an obftinace 
Viscue that biuthes ac nothing; Defpair does only corro~ 
borate their Courage ; Fear of Death is unknown to 
them ; they endeavour to live with Glory, and not to 
live long 5 particular Interett can do nething in their 
Spirits; they do every thing for Honour, and never do 
ary thing thar can blaft ir, 

See, Porfenna, what the Romans ase; fee what Sene 
timents they have given us; and fee, in fine, that which 
hath both caus’d our Flight and our Return, *Tis true, 
that at our fift Flight Thad great Repugnancy tu re~ 
turn under the Power of a Prince, whom til] then I had 
not confider’d, but as the Proteétor of the Tarquins, and 
as the Enemy of Rome, But coming to weigh the mat- 
ter more fedacely, that laft Quality began to give me a 
Eetter Opinion of you, 

Yes, Porfenna, I found that you muft, doubriefs, hav: 
agreat and bold Spirit, in having attempted to make 
War wish Rome, and confeguently I believ’c, that if 
you had not been worthy ot the Rank you hold, the 
Romans would not have made Peace with you, nor 
would they have receiv’d you into their Alliance: So 
that after Thad perfwaded my Companions to go our 
ot your Camp, I likewife perfwaded them to return 
Co in, ‘ 

Let us go (fail I to them) let us go and fatisfie the 
pzolick Faith, which our Parents have engag’d ; let us 
£9 and confirm the Peace they have made ; and let us no 
more look upon Porfean2z a3 the Protector of the Tar- 
Quins, but as their greateft Enemy, becaufe he hath 


aoancen'd them, 
Q2 Let 
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Let us belleve, my Companions, that if this Prince 


; s 
han-w. Vireie, che Romans would not have pur us In bis 


Power, 





vid come to pafs, that he has now 
t, ro treat u3 ashe thou, we fait 

5 nave our Reourfe to Death, 
“ea Lie that is unworthy of what 





Wwe are, 
Let us go then, my Companions, let us go and as 
ji 


1 
from the: Pitnce the Recompence of our Flight: 
diath been here jong enough chin the Territori 
Reme, tok. jearn’d, chat Virtue fhould be lov’d «: 
Tewarced in Lis very Enemies 3 he hath freety pr 
duthwe, who axempred his Lite 5 rrwill be eafi 
him to miget our Flight, and grant us the Pavour of 
fending us bark co our Parents, 

Ir belongs to you uow, Perfenna, to tell me it Ihave 
had Reafon to perfwade thele generous Virgins to tre 
c.emfeives to your Goodnefs, For my part, if 1 were 
het concern’d in the thing, T would counfel you to ue 
ic tus: For ‘tis not ofily glosious to you, to bave been 
aq Enemy of the Romaas,and to be a: prefens cheir Ally, 
baz it fhall aifo be more to you, iy you undertake 10 
difpure Virtue with them, 

Phat is the thing wherein it will be brave to out 
them : For thar fort or War hath this particular Privi- 
hat che Conquer’d, as well as the Vigtorious, thzil 
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always acquire abundance of Glory. ‘The fole Defire ot 


{urmounting at fuch Occafions, ig more advantageous 
than the gaining of a Bartel, 

Undertake then, Porfenna, this famous Combat, mus 
yourfelf abfolucely to the Romans Faith, and fend ts 
back to our Parenis. 

Methinks they have kept their Word ro you fo gene 
soufly, as not to permit you to cueftion it, and there- 
fore {hould incite you to do a brave Aion, in reftoring 
ns to Liberty. To give Liberty to Roman Virgins, a4 
to Virgins who defpife Death to fhun Infamy, is tog 
them more than Kingdoms, more than Empires, 24 


more than Lifts. : 
Toat 


ye 
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That Piace of Hiftory fhall be fo advantageous to you, 
your Reign fhall have nothing more brave; you 
fhill gain che Hearts of all the Romans ; and by this 
means you fhall have fewer Holtages in your Camp, but 
you fhall have more Intelligence in Rome. We do not 
pray to the Gods here, buc only for our Councry 3 bue 
ia Rome we fhall daily offer them Vows tor your Glory, 
you fhall be our ProreStor, and without our having 
peen Slaves, we fhal] not forbear to confider you with 
rie fame Seutiments, as if you had broken our Chains, 
anj as if you had reliev’d us from Servitude, Refufe 
not, Porjenze, the glorious Tisle of our Deliverer, be- 
caufe we caineftiy defire to give it you. 

rechaps you will fay to me, that we abus’d you by 
cur kiignt, becaufe we would not have fled, but for Fear 
ot you, aud becaufe we iook’d upon you as a Prince, 


31, Ba:barous, and Tyrannick: But remember, Por. 
fenna, that the Virtue of Women fhoutd be ferupulous 
and iearful, they fhould jook upon all People as if they 
svere their Enemies ; and becaufe, by Cuftom, Arms are 
forbidden ro rhem, Fear muft ferve inftead of Prudence : 
ir was more worthy for them :o fee, or to have dy'’d 4 
littie roo foon, than to have linger’d, or to have liv’d a 
lite roo long. 

Further, we had ev] Thoughts of you, becaufe we 
not Know you, but by che Name or the ProteGor 
Tyrasny; and I deciaie to you prevently, thar I don's 
know who you are: Speck thea, Porfenna, char I 
shereby know you; remember ihat you are wishin 
Sight of Rome; that you have all the Remans for 
Spectators; thar you are to fpeak to Virgins, who 
an always live or aie with Glory; that Fame ascends 
ce Agveft, to publifh ic over all the Earth; thas che 
(s0¢s who fee you, do 2iready hod Crowns to pur upon 
your Head, if you can forgo your Refentments, und 
ome tne Vircue of our Futhers, and Ours, by crufte 

3, and by graming sour Liberty,” 
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CoNsEQUENCE, 


The fublime Virtue of that generous Virgin, made 
him an illuftvious Slave, tho’ he was crowa’d. Porfenna 
svas ravifh'd with ber, be created innumerable Com- 
mendations for Cleelia; be gave ber her Liberty, and 
that of her Companions ; and to fignalixe the Gran. 


deur of ber AGzon, be made a Prefent of a Cataphra~ 


tary Horfe, which was the Recompence of a valiant 
Man rebo bed done brave AGions in the Wars, a 
much as to fay, ber Aition cqual’d that of the moft 
brave. In fine, he fent soem all back to thezr Parents, 
and permitted Clalia to chufe among the other Hofta- 
Ges, whom fhe pleas] to delzver, 

This zlluftrions Perfon made Choice ef all the young 
Children, as being moft exp2s'd, and im that manner 
veturn'd to Rome, with she Mugnificence of a Triumph. 
She was there recety'd with a foy equal to her cxny 
and the Roman Aufterity yielded at that time to the 
Refentments of Nuture and Reafon; They eredted for 
ber, ina publick Marketplace, a Statue on Hoi feback, 
to etcinine hex Virrue, ber Beldnefs, and the Genwro- 
pity of Porfenna, 
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Octavia to Auguftus. 





PRELUDE, 


Affairs being in continual Agitation hereon Auguftus 
“and Mark-Aathony, aud both making sd reptan 
to renew a War, the firft would buve oblig’d bis 
Sifter OBavia to depart from the Houfe of a Husband, 
by wham fhe bad been unworthily wd. But this 
virtuous Wife, mbo could not approve of thar Coun- 
fel, did with all ber Strength oppofe it ; and {poke 
an thefe Terms ty ber tMuftrions and dear Brother, 


‘Wf Pray you, my Lord, command me not co quit 
Anthony's Houfe 5 and force me nox to the necefliry 
of difabeying you: ‘ne Virtue thar profess, will 

aor permic me to cominii ‘uch a Faule3 and the Excefs 

of the Friencthip yon have for me, doubrlefs, is hat 
which ".aa5 ,.!. on to giv. me this Counfel. °Tis crue 
my vabs me of his Heart and his Affeétion, 

» dive both *o Cleupatra 3 but, my Lord, will ir be 

tovslent, fies une Love of that Queen hath caus’d 

vind Ryoc iit a Faule, chat Offavéa’s Jealoufie 
froula ani: _. 9 cummic another? No, it will 
mets jul, 

Linfiaer tn. if you pleafe, the publick Yntereft, 

ai aot Pee, hink allo, that ic will be equally 

cMracersi “at tur, od to Anthony, to begin a War, 
and csProy the uit’, for the Love of one Woman, 
and the Jealoule. of cher. 
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Neverthelefs, if you can’t be juftiy blam’d for ir, 7 
dare fay, thar you fhall be more juitly accus’d thaa 
Anthony, becaufe he is no more in condition either to 
hear, or underftand Reafon, and yours can’t be diftuib'd, 
bur only in confideration of me. 

The love or Cleopatra hath in fuch a manner obfeur'd 
his Judgment, that he is biind to his own Intereits : 
He has not confider’d chat he has done me an Injuiy, 
when he refus’d the Prefents thac I made him, and 
tha: inftead of letting me fee him, he is return’d ino 
uilexandria, \ fay, he hath not defign’d to offend OdFue 
via, but to pleafe Cleopatra, He has been afraid tie 
fight of me would give him other Inclinations ; anJ, 
doubrleis, he knows he has fuficiently low’d me already, 
not to be able to endure my Prefence without Confution 
and Repentance, 

In fine, my Lord, his Imbecility and Blindnefs muft 
be pity’d, and he net imitated in his Faulty, The Paf- 
fion Lam defir’d to follow, is yet more dangerous thai 
thac which poffefles Anthony: And if ic thould pais 
from my Heart into yours, doubdtleis, you will aét with 
more Violence, and more Injuftice than it does; becaufe 
ic will cersainiy communicate to you a past ot that Fury 
chat aiways accompanies ir. ' 

The Injury L have receiv’d requires not the blood of 
the Romans to blot it our; that will not be the way of 
fefiuring Antiony’s Affection to me, to declare War 
apainft him for my fake. On the contrary, ic will be 
an authorizing his Faule and Inconftancy, becaufe ‘ds 
certain, I fhould meric the Treatment I receive, if, ir 
banifhing of me from his Heart, I fhould banifh myteif 
from his Houfe, and thould join with his Enemy’s Parcy, 
i know Iam a Roman, and that I have the Honour of 
being your Silter, but Falfoknov. Lam Antheny’s Wiie, 
that his Interefts ought to be mine; and tho’ he hath 
noi for me all the ArfeCtion that he is oblig’d to have, 
my own Virtue does not permis me to defpenfe with 
that which I owe to him: If Lute icany other way, it 
wwill be che acknowledging of Cleopatra for Anthony's 
Jawful Wife, auda voluntary yielaing a Quality oe 

si whi 
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which fhe can’t take from me, L ken conceal 
my Grief and Tears in the Houfe . 
Lord, Jer me then hide my Afficto: : 
A it be crue, chat my Incerefts aie deay to you, as 
you ways teftiiy’d to me, aft me dn cxculir 

vinthsny to the Senate. 






T 








Say, that this Love is too violent to iaft lorg ; 
thar asthe Great Fulius Cefar had Strengih Casugh io 
aifipare the Charms of that tair Agypiéan, which had 
furpriztd hin, cfathony, having the fame Irrefiution 
il at la tiave Courage enough to br: 
ment as well as he, 

But, in fine, my Lord, let not Love be the beg 
o: Wars remember that glorious h 




















Tras made the Arms sall from the Hands of the wo 





gicaieft Emperors that ever was. You were then en 
rad with your Legions; your Army was ali in reaci- 
r26 to fight ; the three-hundred Ships which Aathony 
commanded were in the Sight of your Troops; thie 
were then to be feen in both Parcies that Favour which 
the Sight of Enemies gives in {uch Encour 
of Victory was in the Hearts of all che Soldiers ; they 
had alreacy confider’d the richne{s or the Boory 3 Eagles 
were feen againft Eagles; Romans apainft Romans ; 
Cidizens againft Cicizens ; Friends apainft Fiicnds 5 
Relations againft Rejations ; and, to fay all, the Barrel 
of Pharfalia made nothing more terrible to the Sight 
than what my Eyes aw at that time, 

However, tho’ Aatisny appear’d the Ago reffor, bee 
caufe he came to atcack you, my Tears, ray Reafons,. 
and my Prayers couquer’d your Reverumenr, You em- 
biac'd Anthony, initead of Aghting nim; you receiv'd 
him as the Hushand of your Sifter, and not as your 
Enemy: And thol@ two Puiflane Armies, which you 
had rais’d to deftroy yourfelves, ferv’d only to pive 
teciprocal Marks of 2 perfect Intclligence, For yor 
have not forgot that edatbony gave you a hundred Gal- 
hes, and twenty Brigantines; nor that you gave him 
two Legions: And, befides thaz, you granted ro me, for. 
hira, 3 thoufand of your belt Soldiers, 

Do 
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Do you think, my Lord, that that arft Victory dork 


not make me hope for a fecond ? You love me as much 
now, as you lov’d me then: The Sight of your Enemies 
does not foure your Refenrment; you bave no Legiors 
2bour you, who prefs you to give ’em a new firbject tor 
their Courage: You are alone, you are unarin’a, Tam 
untorrunate and afflifted, and my Tear:, my Realon:, 
aid my Frayers thouid alfo be more powerfa. with pra 
then they were thac Day, becaufe there 3s nothing in 
agitation, but my Intereit. 

Further, ’tis ealier to keep ones felf from taking up 
Arms, than to quit them ; and it would tv. een then 
more difficult sor you to have made Peace wich o4n- 
shony, than iccan be to you now to begina War: ’Tis 
Anatomy Paffica, and not his Perfon, tia: muft be 
fought againft; and ‘or that Purpofe I ough: ro endure 
his Inconftancy withcut complaining 5 I cught to have 
Compaffion of his Weaknels ; ought to have Refpedt 
for him, tho’ he defpifes me; I ought to dwell in his 
Houfe, as long as he does me the Favour to fiffer me 
there: To fay all, I ought to oppofe you every time 
you wouid oblige me to do things which may be difhs- 
nourabie to me, 

If Anthony thouid defire to carry me on to a Defign 
of hurting you, I fhould oppofe him, 2s 1 do oppole 
you; anc with the fame Arms wherewith I fight you 
now, I would fight his Injuftice and Obftinacy. 

Yes, my Lord, I fhall always be Cefar’s Sifter, and 
Anthony's Wife; and lec Fortune do what ic will, I 
fhall never do any thing unworthy of thofe two glotious 
Conditions, 

Pardon me then, if I tell you boldly, that I will not 
go out of my Husband’s Houle, uniefs he command me; 
and if ic fhould alfo come to pals, that Cleopatra's Love 
do even carry him io fuch an Irregularity, as to order 
me to quit it, I thall abandon ic with as little Grief as 
poflible, for fear the Compaffion thar will be had tor 
me, doesnot augment the Hatred which will be had to _ 


him, 
Behold, | 
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Benald, my Lord, what Ocfavza2’s Thoughts are, and 
what they fhail always be: Nay, moreover, Anthony 
is not an ordinary Man; che great Qualities which are 
ia nim, meric che Excufe or his Cowardice; and the 
urave A&ions he hath done in theWars dhould, doubriefs, 
in, from the Equity of all Men, fome Indulgence for 
tkofe Love makes him do, 

The Affection he always had for the Great Fuling 
Cea, fhould oblige you not to condemn him fligitly, 
becaufe being his Son by Adoption, and his lawiul Suc- 
ceffor, mezhinks you fhould be Heir to his Inclinarions 
and to his Friends, 2s well as to his Riches, 

When edathony fought for Fuline Cafar, he foughe 
for you ; you ought to reward him for all thac he did 
forhim. Ia fine, ef all Cafzr’s Debts, the moft juft and 
moft glorious to pay, are, doubrleis, the good Odices 
which his Friends have render’d him. 

Remember whatAnthony did for chat excellent Man3 
*rwas he who did generouily oppofe Pompey’s Faction, 
when it wou’d have had Cefur lay down his Arins, and 
his Enemy not lay down his: He fpoke zealoully at chat 
time, and fear’d nor the expofing of himfelf, to receive 
aa Outrage as in Fact he was unworthily us’d on that 
Account, and was conftrain’d to difguife himéelf like a 
Siave, to feek for Refuge in the Camp of him whom He 
had protected, 

Bur what he did at that time, he did alfo ata hun- 
éred others as important; he hath pay’d with his Blood, 
and with his Perfon, the Friendfhip that Cafar bore to 
him, He was feen feveral times to rally his Troops, 
bring them back to the Battel, and render them Viéto- 
rigus, when they were aimoft bear, He was feen at.the 
Batiel ofPharfalza to command the right wing of Cefar’s 
Amy, fight for Glory, and expofe his Lite to fecure 
in his Hands that Sovereign Power, which at lait hath 
come to yours, 

Further, if he fought for Cefar, during his Life, he 
hath alfo caus’d Cater to conquer after his Death : his 
Eloquence did that which the Valour of any other Man 
had not Power to do; for you are not ignoranr,that with- 
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our what fervent Zeal chat made him fpeak, the Roman 
People dai’d aot ro teltifie how near the Blood of Cafar 
touch’d chem. They wou’d have been contented with 
fhedding of Tears, and wou'd not have fer fire to the 
Honfes of his Murderers, 

You fee then, my Lord, in what manner he erected 
the firfl Scep by which you obrain’d the Power you 
have: Buc if, ater what he hath done for Cefar, it be 
permitted to put in Account what he hath done for the 
common Caufe, both againft Caffins and Brutus, you 
will find he was always their Conqueror; and that in 
fome Encounters, wherein you were not in Condition to 
fight, he was as advantageous to you, as he was to yout 
Friends ; becanfe without his Valour they wou'd haves 
doubrlefs, gain’d a Vidtory, which perhaps won'd have 
put them in Conditioa of not being any more con- 

uer’d, 

: I well know, my Lord, that fince chat, you have 
not been friendly together; and that that noble Jealoufy 
that infeparably follows thofe who aye lovers of Glory, 
and who afpire at great things, hath aicer’d your Friend- 
fhip: Bur, if £ ben’t miftaken, this kind of Hatred 
fhou’d not fo much as reach the Perfon; an Enemy 
mutt be excell’d in Grandeur of Courage and Generofity; 
he muft be oppos’d, if he attempts to deftroy us; bur, 
for particuiar Caufes, the publick Repofe muft never be 
troubl’d; nor for every flight Reafon fhou’d a War be 
bepun, whofe Succefs is always dubious, 

Hatred is a Paffion for Particulars ; and if it be per. 
micted to Perfons who have the fupream Power to have 
it, it fhou’d be a Hatred of Vice, Siavery, and Infamy: 
Otherways, if they fight not againft that Paffion, and 
if they ler it bear fway with them, they will, doubrlefs, 
be capable ofall forts of Injuftice ; for revenging their 
own Injuries, they will make no difficulty to viojate 
the Laws of Men, to forget natura! Equity, to enfringe 
the jufteft Laws, to deftroy their Gouutry, and to defpiie 
the Power of the Gods, 


Behold, 
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Behold, my Lord, the diforders thaz Hatred may caule 
£ymetimes in clfe mof tteady Mind: Bur, to hinder you 
from falling into the lke Misforcune, coniider a lictie 
what Excels ot Love makes Anthony do, Do you think, 
my Lord, that Hatred can give you jufter Sentiments ? 
and that Jealouly, if 1 were capable of it, permits me 
to a& with iefs Violence > No, my Lord, thefe three 
Pafftons being pur in oppofition to one another, as they 
wil} be in chis Encounter, will be able ro deitroy the 
Univerfe. Don’c engage yourfelf chen ia fuch a perverfe 
Defign, but however, ir you will revenge yourfelf of 
Anthony, abandon him to his owa Judgment, and to 
ahe Charms of Cleopatra, Let him preferve thar fair 
Conqueft in Repofe ; and don’t fear that he will accempe 
to oppofe yours, if you ler him enjoy that peaceabiy, 
But, my Lord, confider if you irricate him, he may 
perhaps give you much Trouble: eAathony’s fir Va~ 
lour is nor dead, ’cis but benumb’d, perhaps it may at 
Jat rouze itfelf wich Fury, and without quitting the 
Paffion that reigns in his Soul, he may oppofe your 
Deligns wich all che Fervour that Man can have, who 
fights co defend and revenge himfelf, for his own Glory, 
and to preferve his Miftrefs,’ Make sot then a jealous 
Enemy of an unfortunate Friend: I conjure you, never 
lee me fee you undertake a War, wherein “twill be per- 
micced me to have the Power of wifhing you to gain 
the Vidtory, Confider, I pray you, in what Condition 
my Soul will find icfelf, if I fhou’d again fee ‘you ready 
to come to fhedding of Blood ; bue with rhis cruel diffe~, 
rence from the firft, that that was but for love co you, 
and sis will be for love of me. No, no, revenge not 
vpury that is done to-me, and feek not a Remedy 
worfe chan the Difeaie. The fole Though ‘of feeing 
tuy Brother and my Husband ready to give Deach wo 
tach other formy fake, tranfports me with Horror ; 1 
aimott know no more what I fay; and in fo grear 
Trouble Lam seady ro give my Blood and my Lite ro 
Preierve that of yours, and that of eAathony’s: Buc 
kece you will neither accept of my Blood nor Life, {ee 
nif Teare with Compaflion; at leaft hear my Prayers 
R sad 
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and my Sighs 5 and fince, by your Command, Iam ufz. 
shomy's Wile, don’t command me ty quit his Hovie, as 
that of my Enemy. Confider, I am the Mother of c4n- 
zhony’s Children, and that in that Quality J fhou’d nei. 
ther forfake them, nor make them go out of their 
Father’s Houfe, That will be as good as to fay, thar 
they are not legitimate Succeflors, if I thou’d make 
them depart ; and “twill be alfo my giving of Arms to 
deftroy myfelf, to all athony’s Flatterers, and Cleo. 
patra’s Slaves, But lam well affur’d not to ule it {5 
my Patience fhall laft longer chan athony’s Love ; let 
the Contempt he hath of me grow to what height it 
will, my Virtue fhall fil] go turrhex, Yes, my Lord, 
tho’ his Affe&tion fhou’d never return to me; and tho’ 
he shou'd live and die in Cleopatra’s Arms, 1 fhall fhed 
"Tears for his Death; his Memory fhall be dear to me; 
rhe Children of Fulviz, and alfo thofe of Cleopatra hhall 
become mine; I will takce are of their Education and 
Fortune; and fo long as Offavia fhall live, fhe thal 
never forbear to give new Proofs of her Conftancy, 
Since Lam of a Sex to whom Valour is forbidden, at 
Jeaft Patience may be permitted me, and that Vir- 
tue may ferve me for Courage, There is fomerimes as 
much Generofity in knowing how to endure Misforrunes 
zs in knowing how to fight Enemies : Don’ you then 
oppofe the Vidtory that I wil] have of myfelf; but, to 
make it ihore glorious, ler me overcome you as sell a5 
mayfelf, Don’t expofe yourfelf ro be conquer’d by wz. 
sheay’s Power, but ler yourfelf be overcome by Offavix. 
Bur becaufe 1 don’t {ee in your Eyes, that you are ye 
Gn condition of yielding your felf to my Prayers and 
‘Tears, fuffer me, my Lord, to wait for your Refolt- 
tion in my Husband’s Houfe, becaufe ’tis the only Place 
wherein I can dwell with Honour, fo long as wAntiony 
permits me, However, I do aifure you, that wheres 
Zdo make no Vows againft Anthony, while Iam 
your Palace, I fhall make none again Cefar, when! 
“am in she Houle of usathony, 
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a tare 


CoNSEQUENCE, 


This fair and virtuous Perfon obtain'd from the 
Pricndfhip of Auguitus all that fhe ask’d, and be per- 
mitted ber to live in her Huebund’s Houfe as long as 
fhe could conveniently: Tet fhe was not there long, 
rv Anthony was fo uajuft to ber, and fo complacent to 
Cevpatra, that be fent ber 2 Command to go oxt oe : 
Se did it with the fame Modefty that fhe bad always 
reftify'd 5 and for all the Dijgraces that burry'd after 
ths Unfortunate, both during her Life, and after his 
Death, foe was ever what till thep fhe was, 1 would 
19,4 very famous and rare Example of conjugal Af- 
pectiaa, 
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Agrippina to the Roman People. 





PRELUDE. 


After the Death of Germanicus, Agrippina hi Wife 
carry d his Afbes vo Rome, to put them ia the Tumh 
' of Auguitus, cA the People went with ber even to 
Brondufium, andscftify'’d by their fudaefs thar shey 
cunplain’d of the Malice of Tiberius. That gene. 
runs Wife, cbofe imperious and bold Spirit could 
never defpuife 2ts Thoughts, did much tefs conceal 
‘ ghem at that time : On the contrary, Letting ber{felf 
be tranfported mith Grief, « with her natural He- 
anour, fhe thus fpoke to the Roman People, her 

* Auditors. 


Nephew of Aathony ; Germanici, the Terror 

of Germany, and the Love of all the Romunt; 
Germanicus, in whom all Virtues fhin’d with equal 
Splendor ; Germanicus, whofe whole Actions have been 
Glorious ; Germanicu,, Husband to the unfortunate.t- 
evippina, Grand-daughter to vduguftw 3 in fine, Ger 
manicw, who was the braveft, the moft valiant, the 
moft modeft, the moft equitable, and the moft accom- 
plith’d thac ever fhall be, is now no more than a few 
Afhes, and this Urn contains (O miterable Fate !) him 
whofe Valour might have conquer’d all the Earth, 
he had been fuffer’d to have liv’d a litle longer. Ye 
Romans, fee yout Germanieus ina Rare of needing # 
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to make him live eternally, See him there as incapa- 
le to ferve you, as to revenge -himfelf of his and your 
Enemies: See him now in a Condition not to excite 
any more Envy apainit his Virtue; he hath conquer’d 
this Moniter by Death; for the leaft Circumftances of 
his Life are fo glorious, thar Calumny itfelf can find 
nothing in them to upbratd, Lament then, Romans, 
our common Misfortune, becaufe if I have loft a Hus« 

band, you have left your Prote&tor. Look, 1 pray you, ° 
round abouc this Urn, upon Germanicus’s ix Children 
all in Tears: Take pity of their Youth and Misfortune, 
and fear, with me, that by their Father’s abandoning of 
them, he hath not taken from them all their Virtue. 
If his Life had been fo long, as reafonably ic might 
have been, his Example, if they had had perverfe In- 
‘clinations, wou’d have always led chem to good: But 
_now, in che Condition chac things are, who is he that 
can inftruét chem? who he that will corre& them? who 
is he that will lead them into the War? who is he that 
will make them hate Vice and love Virtue? I doubr 
nor but Tzberzus will have the fame Sentiments for them 
which he had for their Father, for his Inclinations are 
not eafily chang’d: But fince the Emperor did not hinder 
him from having Enemies, Envyers, Perfecutors, and 
from dying by Poyfon, it may alfo be, that the Care he 
wh} cake tor cheir Education will not be profitable = 
and I wilh ro Heaven that all I underftand of Caligult 
don’t come to pafs: Lec us, Romans, let-us leave what 
isto come under the Providence of the Geds,. and let us 
only fpeak of the Misfortunes which: are befallen_us, 
They are great enough to merit all our Tears; divide 
them not, E conjure you; let chem all be fhed for my 
cear Germaniens, and remember that he was of the 
Etnod of the Fulzus Cafar’s, of the Anthony's, of the 
Maveelluss, und of the Auguflw’s, It belongs to you, 
humans, to weep for his Death, and to celebrate his 
Memcry 3 and tor the beter teftifying the Efteem you 
tor him, hate them who hated him ; dereft his De~ 
traitare, his Euemies, and his Murtherers: Fear nor to 
“peak of che Wickednels of Pzfo, nor of the. Ambicion 
R3 of 
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Of Plancina; publifh without Fear, thar thofe dead 
Bodies which were found without their Tombs 3 thar 
thofe Imprecations which were made againft Germa- 
nicus ; that his Name that was engraven upon sheers of 
Lead, and all tofe Signs of Enchantment which have 
been known, are maniteft Proofs of the Defigns which 
were had apainft his Life, Publith, I fay, thar Poyfon 


hath Snifh’d what Charms could not do; and fear not 


you will be punifh’d for this Crime; the Death of Ger- 
saanzcus hath fo overjoy’d them who caus’d ir, that for 
a long time chey {hall not be in a Condition to take no- 
tice of your Sadnefs or Difcourfe. This Vidory that 
they have gain’d of the valianteft Man that ever was, 
coubtlefS, gives them Vanity enough to flight your Re- 
tentment, aud nor ro trouble themfelves for what you 
wifl chink of that Accidenr, Ido alfo believe that they 
are fo much blinded by their Ambition, as to be very 
glad that PoRerity fhow’d know that they have put Ger- 
manzcus to Death, They afpire more to the Reputation 
of great Politicians, than of virtuous Men, and provided 
it be faid, that they knew how to lofe him who could 
oppofe their unjuft Authority, ‘tis no matter to them 
it they pafs for cruel, for unnatural, for impious, for 
perverfe, and bloody Men. Yes, treacherous Pzfo, yes, 
cowardly Enemies of Germanicus, ‘twill be faid, thar 
you knew how to Reign, ’twil] be known that you put 
fim to Death, *rwill be known that you have violated 
in his Perfon all Laws, ’twill be known that you have 
noz refpected in him the nobjeft Blood among the Ro- 
amans, ‘twill be known that you have cut the Thread of 
the moft illeftrious Life thar thal] ever be, *twill be 
known that the number of his Virtues hath fhorten’d 
that of his Days, ’twill be known thaz you did not ex- 
tingnifh that bright Light, but becaufe ir made th: 
blacknefs of their Lives the clearer, and, in fine, “twill 
be known that the Excefs of your Crimes, and that or 
his Virtues, are the true Caufes of bis Death, I fhail 
make no fcruple, O Generous Romans, to recount exachy 
to you, what all the Enemies of Germanicus were: TI 
not that Fear doth hinder me from naming of them, 
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ior Agrippina is no- incapable of ic; bucic is becaufe I 
know they are all known to you. You know the caufe 
of their Hatred, nor do I fpeak to you this Day, buc of 
the pitiful Effeéts of that dangerous Paffion, But, ye 
Gods! how is it poffible thac Germanicus coull be ha- 
ted? What had he done in all his Life, that could have 
acquir’d Enemies to him? Let us view it, I conjure 
you, lec us not be his rigid Judges, and let us fee if he 
contd have merited the Punifhment he fuffer'd, 

Firft, as to Ambition; never was any Man fo far from 
it; and all che World hath feen, that che more Oppor- 
tunity he had to pretend to the Empire, the greater Af~ 
ieccion he ceftify’d to Tzbevzus ; and did decline the more 
trom what would have conducted him to the Throne, 
4)! would to the Gods he had rather tollow’d my Coun- 
teis than his own Inclinations! It was he who catfed 
prefently an Oath of Infidelicy to the Belgzans, a neigh- 
pouring Nation of Germany: It was he who appeas’d 
the Revolt of the Legions ; and who, rather than liften 
tothe Offers which they made him, of following him 
everywhere, would pierce his Heart wich a Dagger, 
Behold, Rumazs, what Germanicus did for Tiberius at 
that rime ; he would die for him: And perhaps py ano» 
ther way, and by other Sentiments, hath he had the 
fame Deftiny, But though iz be fo, let us not continue 
fuch a doletul Difcourfe ; let us remember thar Ger- 
manicus commanded me (2 dying) to lofe forie of that 
noble Refentment thac Iunocence gives me, and +} 
ftrious Blood from which I am defeended. 
then fimply, that wichout lying it may be amivced, thac 
Germanteus preferv’d the Empire for Tzberzus, becaufe 
is was he who taught Obedience and Military Difcipline 
among the greareft part of the Legions, without whom 
the Emperors could not have enjoy’d the Sove.eign Po- 
wer, The Difoider was fo great, the Comple?.its which 
were made againft Tzberzus fo injurious, tue Demands 
of the Soldiers fo in{ lent, cheir Proceedings accompa- 
ny’d with fo much violence, that Germanicus was con- 
Rrain’d to caufe me to go out of the Camp, fearing I 
might receive an abufe in is: However, 1 did whax I 
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could thas mighe not be feparated from him at thas 
time: For, as 1 have already told you, Fear had no place 
in the Heart of Agrippina ; and no Human Power could 
oblige her either to be filent, orto {peak till the plea. 
fed, and Reafon requir'd it, But, generous Romazs, 
Germaniens did not only appeafe the fedition of the 
Soldiers, but he caufed the fame Soldiers, who would no 
more know a Commander, who only follow'd their own 
Fancies, who would hear nothing but their own Fury, 
who did noc arm themfelves but to oppofethe Empe- 
ror’s will, to yerurn to their Colours, render themfelves 
eapable of Reafon, hear the Commands of Germanicus, 
and take up their Arms to follow him with Alacrity, in 
all the Dangers wherein he expos’d himfelf at time, 
and from which he retir’d with Glory. It was with 
thefe fame Soldiers tha: he revenged the Defeat of Varws ; 
that he retook the Eag‘e of che nineteenth Legion ; ther 
he pait through the Bruétores ; that he wholly ranfack’d 
all that is betwixt the Rivers Amz/2 and Luppia, and 
unfatisfy’d with teftifying his Valour in the Wars, ne 
let his Piety be fecn as well as his Courage : For coming 
to the fame place where Varws had been defeated, and 
where there is yet to be feen an intinize number of bare 
Bones fcatter’d upon the Plain, or gather’d togerher in 
great heaps, according as the Soldiers fied or fought ; 
where, I fey, there is yet to be feen fhiver’d Launces, 
aud quantities of ocher broken Arms, Horfes Heads cy’d 
to Trees, Altars whereon the Barburzans had immola- 
ted rhe Tribunes and Centurians ; where they who had 
efcap’d from the Defeat, fhew’d the Places where ihe 
Commanders had receiv’d their Deaths; where the Ea- 
gles had been taken ; where Varws had receiv'd his firft 
‘Wounds; and where, quickly aitei, he dy’d by his own 
Hand, I fay, Germanicw being come to that horrid 
piace, and feeing {uch fatal Reliques of 2 Roman Army, 
figh’d vehemently, pour’d out Tears, and abandon’d his 
juvincible Soul to Sorrow and Compaffion, He exhoy- 
red the Soldiers to render the laft Duties to thofe untor- 
tunate Men, of whom fome had been their Relatiuns 
and Friends. He infpir’d their Heaits with Sadze’, 
: skeredy 
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thereby ta carry them on afterwards wich the more Zeal 
is Revenge, and wich his own Hand laid the firft Turf 
upon the Tomb that was buile for thofe unfortunaze 
Worthics. However, Tibertus did not approve of that 
Jaudadle Aétion; he did not comprehend, thata Max 
covid be both Valiant and Pious, give Burial to bis 
Vtends, and conquer his Enemies: And, in fine, he be« 
Hew’d chat Piety was a Virtue unworthy of a grear Sp*~ 
i, He wifh’d that Germanzew had trod upon tho& 
as, without remembring chey had been 
Romaas like himfelr; that they had fought, as he was 
going to fight ; thar the fame Enemies waited for him ; 
that co render him Victorious over them, who had cone 
guer’d thefe, he mu make the Gods propitious to 
him, and infuie defire of Vengeance into the Souls of 
his Soldiers, thereby to encreafe that of Fighting, and 
of gaining the ViGtory, But the Maxims of Tzberzu., 
and chofe of Germanicus weie very different, and led 
taem Very different ways. Romans, Tabcrius reigns 
and Germanicus is dead; render to him ar leaft the 
fame Efonours which he gave to Varus’s Soldiers 3 and 
becaure he had Courage enough to revenge their Death, 
be you at laft fo generous as to mourn for his, Never- 
thelefs, let us not leave him any longer in the fhade of 
this terrifying Field all cover’d with dead Bodies; ler 
us behold him in his Conqueftss lec us look how the va~ 
liant Arminius dares not wait for him ; and let us fee 
wich what Skill, whatCondué, and with what Courage 
he purfued and excelled fo brave an Enemy. Germanz- 
cus at that time joya'd Prudence with Valour, and 
furprizing the Cataneans when they leaft thought of 
him, he ranfack’d all their Country, took the Town of 
Murtium, Capital of the Province, fet it on Fire, and 
took many Prifoners in ic, After he had carry’d Ter~ 
For everywhere, he retook che way to the Rhine, with- 
ont the Enemies daring co follow him, From thence 
be reliew’d Segefta, which thofe of his Countrey befiep’d 
i ravonr or ods minius, who aiterward, by a Straragem 
feemed rather to flee than to retire; but "twas 
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was laid for him: And I wifh ro Heaven that he had as 
happily avoided all the Ambufhes which were laid a- 
gainft his Life, He pay’d for his Valonr at that time ; 
and feeing the Germans, who follow’d his Party, goirg 
to throw theméelves in a Morafs moft advantageous fcr 
the Enemy, he caus’d all che Legions to acvance in 
Dattalia, which ftruck Terror among all edvmzniw's 
Troops, and Affurance among ours, Grrmanicu’s 
good Fortune went cven to Cecénu’s Lieutenant, for he 
overcame all Difficulties he encounter’d ; fought with 
Glory the Troops of Inguéomeve and thofe uf Armznins, 
And, in fine, the Roman Aims were but too fortunate at 
that time; because if Germanicus had acquir’d tefs Glo- 
ry, he would have been lefs fufpe&ted, 1 know, to my 
Grief, I contributed fomewhat to his Death: His Ve- 
Jour was thought to be as contagious as Vice is ‘in this 
Age, and he had communicated a part of icrome, It 
has been chought, 1 fay, that Gince he had mace me cou- 
ragious, he would make Hero's of all the Soidiers who 
fought for him, But thofe who believe thar, remember 
no more that Agrippina is of the RB ood of Augift, 
and that Germanicus had more trouble to bridle than 
excite her Courage, Moreover, at that time, I did no~ 
thing thar could give any Shadow. It istrue, that when 
the noife ran chat the Roman Army was beaten, aid 
chat the Enemy were coming to pillage the Gauls, I 
prevented any one that was atraid of thac talie News, 
breaking the Bridge that croffed the Rhine : And by that 
means I did in fome meafure ferve the Roman Legion:. 
It is alfo true, that when they were returning, I kept 
my felf ac the end of rhe Bridge co thank the Soldiers, (0 
praife fome, affift others, comfort the wounded, and 
in the end to do every thing that Compaffion and Gene- 
rofity counfel’d me to do in favour of them who had 
fought for the Advantage of their Country, for the Safety 
of Tiberius, and for the Glory of Germaniews, And, it 
Ibe not deceiv’d, I ought :ather to have been thanked 
. for that Aétion, than to have been look’d upon 2s an E- 
| nemy, Further, the Friendfhip that the Legions hac, 
| 
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for the Advantage of his Enemies: For tho’ he knew, as 
well as I, that they had bur very unjuit Iaclinations for 
him, he made ufe of that Friendfhip of the Legions to 
engage them to his Defigns ; and his Defigns had no o- 
ther Objeét but che Glory of them who lov’d him not. 
Iris true, he was obftinate for the Germaz War, butit 
was only becaufe heheliev’d it convenient to do it for 
che Publick goods as in effe& the Event at laft made it 
appear : For after the valiant Arminius, and the gene= 
sous Inguimore lvad done their laft Endeavours to raife 
an Army capable of conquering that of Germanicus, and 
by all Stratagems of War, which great Captains ufe, 
they had confider’d how to take al] Advantages which 
the Situation of the Place could give them, Germanicus 
ceas'd not to gain fo many Viétories as he made Fights, . 
or as he gave Battels, Never did Enemies defend them- 
felves more obftinately : They did not feem to flee, but 
that they might return wich, greater Courage to that 
Fight: The defeating their Troops only augmented their 
Courage; and the nearer they feem’d to be conquer’d, 
che more they endeavour’d to put themfelves in condi- 
tion of being Vittorious, It might have been faid, that 
the Valour of the Soldiers who were kill’d pafs’d into 
the Hearts of their Companions to revenge their Death : 
And, therefore, Germanzcus merirs nota little Glory for 
having conquer’d fuch Enemies. Among the things 
which were found in the Booty that was taken from 
them, after one of che Battels which was loft, there 
were @ great many Chains, which they catry'd with 
them to fetter rhe Roman Soldiers whom they fhould 
take Prifoners; for they doubied nor bur they fhould 
gain the ViGory. However, alter Germanicus, by his 
Valour and Condu,-had reveng’d the Death of Vuriw, 
the lofs of his Legions had again found the loft Colours, 
and carry’d Horror amoneft all the Barbarians: What 
did he for his particular Intereft 2 What did he for his 
own Glory, fhall I tell it generous Romans? Yes, let’s 
tell ic for his Honour, and tor the Shame of his Enemies, 
He ereéted a magnificent Trophy, with an Infcription 
that fimply faid, That Tiberius Calar’s deamy bad con- 
ar - fecratga 
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fecrated thefe Monuments to Mars, to Jupiter, and ta 
Auguttus, for the Viétory they bad obrain'd againit thuje 
Nations which inhabited berwzxt the Rhine and Albi: 
All this, Romans, without fpeaking of himfelf more 
than of the meaneft Soldier of the Army that he com- 
manded, 1 fhall nortell you exactly all che A@ions 
which Germanzeus hath done, Fame hath told you ai- 
ready, and the Hatred thax hath been again him, fhouid 
alfo perfwade you thac he merited your Friendthip, 
Further, when Téberéus judg’d that it was convenient 
for the Defigns he had, that Germanzeus fhould return 
to Rome to receive the Eronour of the Triumph, that 
unfortunate Hero well knew they defir’d they fhould tri. 
umph before the Vigtory. Neverthelefs, he did obey 
them ; he left that imperfe& War which. he was going 
to Ginifh fo proficably, and fo glorioufly for you; and 
without defiring to uie all his Prudence, he liftned on- 
ly ta his Generofity. You faw him, invincible Romans, 
in the criumphing Caariot ; but in the very inftans 
wherein you were fhedding Tears of Joy, perhaps there 
were fume of the Magicians with which Rome is pien- 
tifully rurnifh’d, who chen foretold, that you should ve- 

. ry foon fhed Tears of Sorrow upon the Afhes of Ger- 
| manicns, You alfo know, thathe was siot recall’d to 
his Country to permit him to live in it ; on the contra= 
ry, he was fene coa place at a great diftance, and it wes 
found convenient, or to {peak better, neceflary, whether 
for the Publ’ck good or for particular Reafons, to banifh 
‘him from Rome upon fome honourable Pretext, Ler iz 
be what it wou'd, he did what he was defir’d 3 he was 
as fortunate in pacifying the Interefts of the P:inces ai- 
ly’d to the Romaz People, as he had been in hgiting his 
Enemies; and if the treacherous Pifo and the ambizicus 
Plancina had not attempted his Ceath, perhaps they 
might have had trouble enough to have brought it to 
pats. Germaniens was fo univerfally belov’d, tha: i 
‘ would have been a hard matter for them who put him 
to Death, to have encreas’d che number of their Accoir- 
plices. He knew what was thought of him, and che 
Eiteem he-had acquir’d could not make him fufpedted 5 
tor 
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For every time that he went into the War, he was 2c- 
cuftom’d to go alone in che Night, eifguis’d like a Ginple 
Soidier, from T'enz to Tent,io hear what was faid of him, 
Yer twas not-chat be delighted to hear the Praifes whici: 
were given to his Valour: On the contrary, he {aid ke 
defi’d to know his Faults, thar he might amend them, 
Behold, Romans, what Germanicus was; his Soul was 
wholly Noble and Generous, and under whatfoever form 
Death prefented icfelf, he lock’d upon it with a Brmne’s 
becoming a Roman, He hath feen Tempefts defpesfs 
his Army, and drive his Ships againft the Rocks, wich- 
our any other Concern than that of feeing the Romaz 
Legions perifh, He has been feen, af.er Shipwreck, to 
repay, Co all clic Soldiers who efcap’d, what the Storm 
had made chem lofe; he was feen, while he liv’d, to 
ferve his, greareft Enemies ; and that which is more 
ftranges he is dead, without having faid any thing a- 
gainft the chief uf the Confpiracy that was adted againlt 
his Lite, He tscontented with having pray’d his Friends 
to caufe the accomplices to be punifld, Methiaks, 


Romans, "tis the leaft thing that can be granred to the 


Te — 


Aihis ot Anthony's Nephew, Aug uftis’s Groucfon, and 


‘Ugrippina’s Husband, Yes, Romans, it Tiberius was 


chist of chat Confpiracy, (which none ainong you dare 
fay) chat ic was by his Order that Germanicus is put 
to Death, being a great Politician as -he is, he ovghe 
aways to put the accomplices uf his Crime io Death. 
Pio and Pluncina fhouid oz {acrific’d to Germanicus, 
ti’ iz were but to hinder chem from cackling 3 and to 
ary up your Tears, their Biood ought to be thet, All 
thofe who concern themfzives with dcirg ot horrid. 
Vinanies, have always us‘d ro let the Exccuctoners of 
acir wicked Defizns perifh, ro the exd, chey ben’: 
fufoeSed,  P2fo hath aiveady had t5 115 lo fay 19 
hei fue Yabéus, by an infolent Raillery what fcems to be 
Hkea Perfoa whom I name not, beaded have moe 
Refpect than he, thar he would come vo Rame to junify 
the Death vi Germanicus, when the Pretor, inicim’d 
i¢ Poyfons, had fumaion’d alf the Criminals and 
Accukers, Yes, Romazs, Liell you again, thas whath- 
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ever way Germanicus was put tO Death, Pija thouid die; 
and I have fo much Hope from the Prudence ot Tzberiw, 
that Ldoubr nat bur Pzfo thall die, and that in fomie mans 
ner the Death of Germanicus will be reveng’d. But io 
obtain this Satisizécion, employ yout Tears and Prayers; 
let the Name of Germanicus be heard over 25 dows 
enclofe your Sotrow in the Tomb of Auguim, w 
thofe pizitul Reliques which we are cariying to is, Fo. 
jow me, Romans, let us $0 to the Senaie, and dem3né 
ullice for Germandcus ; let us reprefeur, chat ir will u 
difgraceful to us, not CO revenge the Death of a Man io 
wvhom triumphant Arches were erected, who was feta 
ro enter Rome ina triumphant Charior, and who pot 
among all Nations, and among the Barbarzans then- 
felves, for the moft accomplifh’d among Mortals, Le: 
us not ufe Charms cr Enchantments, for deftroying ou 
Enemies, .25 they have done to deftroy Germanicw 3 \i 
vis not revenge his Death by the fame Arms which caus'd 
it; let us truft vo the Jultice of the Gods, to the Prudence 
of Tiberi, and to che Senace’s Avrhoricy : The Juttis 
thar we defire can’t be refus’d us, You Soldiers, wi 
have fatiow’d him, ask the Blood of Péfo, to revenge tht 
Death of your Captain; recount to the Senate the Peri: 
wherein you did accompany him; fhew theW ounds yo! 
receiv’d in the Fights where he 453 tel} rruly the «th i 
whi.h you were Witnefles of 5 and, in fine, defire th: 
rhe Death of the Father of his Lepions,and your Genet:, 
may be reveng’d, You generons Citizens who hear ms, 
defire boldly thac the Death of Germanzcns May be te 
veng’d Remember what he was, vemembeT his Viren, 
his Modelty, his Goodnefs, his Liberality, and his Mess 
ratien 3 fay char he was the Model by which you h vp! 
ro regulare the Lives of your Chilaren, and to hia 
them fom following the pern cious Exampies whta 
they fee every Day. Say that you have Joh your Suj- 
orzer, and your Upholder, and delire, at iealt, 
they may revenge On the Perfon of the treacherous P43 
him who istaken from you. In fine, whoever yo 
that hears my Voices employ yours in asking this 
_ fonabic Revenge. Eccho over all the Names of J 
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Cafar, of Antheny, of Marcellus, and of Auguftus, there- 
by to abcain what you defire, Speak of Tombs, of Us, 
and Afhes, to excite Compaffion in the moft cruel Heart, 
Jayn aifo fome Menaces with Prayers, if they be unpro- 
frable, and forger nothing of all thar can caufe Pifs's 
Dearth, comfort Agizppire, and revenge Germanicus, 





CoNSEQUENCE, 


This Speech fat'd not of an advantageou Eff, elt 
the Senate, and all the Roman Pecple were finfbly 
tuch’d with it: They all fhed Tears, b-eathéy 
Cmpiaints, and aband wd themfelyes to Surrow, and 
it was fad thar all she Glory of Rome enter’d the 
Tumb witb the Afhes of Germanicus, Every cne calla 
Azr ppina, Tne Monour of ber Country 3 the Blood of 
Auguftus, the only and laft Example of the ancient 
Romun Virtue; and every one prayd the Gods thar 
they would preferve her Race, and make her live after 
the entire Ruin of chofe wicked Men, In fine, the pub. 
lick Ze! was fo great for Germanicus and Agrippina 
that Tiberius was conftvain'’d to abandon Pifo to the 
Rigour of Fuftice: Bur he prevensed bis Fudgmeat | 
the Wound of a Sword, which he gave himfelf in the 
Toraat, whereof he injtantly dy'd, 
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PRELUDE. 


Heavy Sappho fpeak, of xbom all Ages buve faid fo much, 
whom Plato himfelf almir’d, whofe Image mas ens 
graven, like that of great Princefs ef whom we ave 

et remaining a Sp.czes of Poefie, mbofe Verfes are 
call’d Sapphic, becawfe *geocs fhe invented thezr Mea- 
fure,and whom tro great Antiquartes, a Grecian and 
‘a Roman, call’d the Tenth Mufe, J find ber take 
occafien:to exbort her Fricnd to make Verfes, as She 
did, thereby to make zt appeutr that Ladies are capa- 
ble of it, and, that they rorong themfelves by neglet- 
ing Juch an agreeable Diverfion. This Prelude is pe 
cutgar to the Glory of the Fair Sex, 45 indeed are all 
she veft. 


Mutt Evynna, I muft this Day overcoms. in your 
Mind that diftruft of your felt, and that falfe fhame 
that-hinders you from employing your Mind with 

things it is capable of. But before 1 Speak to you patti- 
cularly ofyour Merit, I muft lec you fee that, of our Sex 
in general, thatby the Knowledge thereof [may the 
more eafily bring you ro what l would, ‘They who fay 
that Beauty is the Portion of Women, and that nue ATE, 

ood Learning, and all the fublime and eminent Scien 
ces belong only to Men, without-our having Powe © 


pretend to any part of them, are as far from Juflice a3 
Vireut. 
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Virtue. Ific were fo, all Women would be born wish 
Beauty, and all Men with a tx ong Difpofizion to become 
Learned; otherwife Nature would be unjuft in the ai- 
fpenfation of her Favours: Neverthelefs, we’ fee cvery 
cay that Ugiinefs is {een in our Sex, and Stupidity in the 
other. Aud if it were crue that Beauty was the only ad- 
vantage which we receive from Heaven, all Women 
would not only be Fair, but I alfo believe they would be 
fo til] Death: That time would renew in them what ic 
deftroys every moment; and, that not being fent into the 
World, but to lec their Reatity be feen, they would be 
_ Fair as long as they fhould live init, In fhort, it would 
bea ftrange Deftiny co furvive an Age for one thing only 
that could make us commendable sand of the many years 
which conduc us to theT’omb,not to bloom above tive or 
fix, The things which Nature feems to have made for 
the Ornament of the Univerfe, do rarely lofe that Beauty 
which it hath once given chem, Gold, Pearls, and Dia- 
monds preferve their brighrnefs a6 long as they have be- 
ing 5 and the Phwuzx herfeil, as is faid of her, dies with 
her Beauty,that ic may rife with her. Let us then inferr, 
thar becanfe we fee no Rofes nov Lillies upon the fairest 
Complexions which the Rigour or fome Winters will 
nut biaft, thar we fee no Eyer, which, after they have 
been brighter than the Sun, do not grow dimn or glimn- 
mering ; and which, after they have made 2 hundred 
famous Conqnefts, do find themfelves to be in condition 
oz fcarce feeing more the Conquefts of uthers. Let us, 
] fay, Speak Truth, that fince we fee every inftant cf our 
Lice rob us in fpight of ourfeives, and in ipight of our 
cares, of the fine(t things which we have; tha: Th 
males our Youth impotent ; that thofe Threads of Goi, 
wherewith fo many Hearts have teen caught, fhail be 
eae day no more than Threads of Silver; anc, is nue, 
thar this Alr of Beauty, tha: fo agrecably mixes with all 
ile Beauties of a comely Face, wherever 2 Pay of Divi- 
Lity feems to appear, is not {trong enough to conguer 
Difeafes, Time and Old-age ; ler us conclude, i fay, thac 
we mult of neceffiry have other advartages than thar, 
Yo eck of it then with the Eye of Reafon, Beauty i 
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in our Sex what Valour is in chat of Men ; but as thar 
Quality does not hinder their love of the Stuy of goud 
Learning, fo this advantage doés not hinder us from 
Learning neither. If there be any difference betwixt 
Men and Women, ic fhould only be in Affairs of War: 
Jc belongs to the Beauty of my Sex to conquer Hearts, 
and ro the Valour and Strength of Men to conquer King- 
doms : Natures Iniention does appear fo cleay in this, 
that ic cannot be deay’d : 1 confent then, thar we let 
Towns be taken, Battels given, and A:mies conducted 
by them who are born to it ; but for things which only 
xequire Fancy, Vivacity of Spirit, Memary and Judg. 
ment, I cannot endure thar we fhould be depriv’d ot’em. 
You kuow that Men, for the moft part, are wholly our 
Staves or our Enemies, if the Chains which we canfe 
them to wear feem to be too weighty for them, or if 
they break them, they ave the more irritated againit us, 
However, lec us noc difpace eicher the beauty or Jmagi- 
nation, the vivacity of Spirit, or the force ut Memory : 
As for Judgment, fome have the confidence to affert,they 
have no more of ic thaw we: Neverthelefs, 1 think that 
the Moderacion and Modefty of our Sex makes it futr- 
ciencly feen, chat we do not want ir, And further, it ic 
be true, that we poflefs thefe firlt advantages in the 
higheft degree, it ts almof impoflible for us not to pof- 
felis the other : But ir our Imagination demonftrace 
things to us vs they are, if ou: Spirit underftand them 
periedtly, and if our Memory ferve us as it oughr,by con- 
fequence our Judgment cannot err, The Imagination 
when itis lively, is a faithful Mirror 3 the Spirir, when 
ic is enlighined, penetraces deepiy into things ; and rhe 
a Memory, when it is fortunate end cultivated, inftiucts 
‘4 fo ftrongly by example,thac it is impoflible for the Judg- 
‘ment not to form itfelfright. Believe me, Erynna, itis 
impoffible ty make Shipwreck when the Sea is calm, the 
worft Pilot can enter che Harbour, and there are ro 
: Rocks bus may be fhun’d when they are feen, and when 
sio fwelling Waves appear. Vor my part, Ico declare 
| ro you, I do not comprehend how they, who leave Ima~ 
+ tnation, Spiris and Memory for our’Posiep, cau oat 
9) 
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of having more Judgment: than we 3 forit is not to be 
tought, that their Imagination not fhowing them 
things as they are, that their Spirit not knowing, them 
perfectly, and chat their Memory not being, faichful co 
them ; I fay, it is.not to be thought, that upon fuch 
jaife Similitudes, their Judgment can aét fairly, No). 
Evynnt, that is noc poflible ; bur yur we may grant 
micie than they will, Let us fay, that among them and, 
among us, there are Perfons who have both Fancy, Spi- 
rit, Memory and Judgment. Tcould, if I would, make 
appear, by a ftronp and puiflant Inducement, that our 
Sex can bouit of being more vichly furuilhed with Spiri- 
twat Treafures, than thar of Men: For confider, Evynaa, 
thac almoft-univerfal Order which is ro be feen ainong. 
ail Animals, who live in Woods and Caves: You fee 
they who are born wich Strength and Courage, and or- 
alnarily, the weak have a ftronger iaftinét, and come 
nearer to Reafon thaa thofe to whom Nazure hath gi- 
ven other Advantages, Judge you then, according to this 
order, fince Naiure has given more Strength and more 
Courage to Men than to Women, it fhsu.a have alfo gi- 
ven more Spirirand more Judenient to us, But again, 
Evynna, lec us grant to then, that they have as much a5 
we, provided that they alio confent to our having a5 
much asthey, Perhaps you will tell me, that when, by 
confent of all Men, I have obtain’d that Declaration, I 
fhall not for all chat be ableto perfwade,tha: the know- 
edge of good Learning is decent for a Woman, becaufe 
by an cltabliih’d Cuftom among Men, for fear of being 
excei’d by us, Scudyis.as much forbidden us as War : 
Making of Verfes is the fame thing as to give Barcels, if 
we will believe them: And, to fay all, we have nothing 
permicted us, but what fhould be rather forbidden us, 
§ec, Erynns, we have a good Fancy, 2 clear-fighted Spi- 
rit, a fortunate Memory, 2 folid Judgment, and mut 
we employ all thefe in friziing our Hair, and feek ater 
Ornaments which can add fomerhing to our Beauty ? No, 
Erynna, thay would be an unpreficaole abuie of the Fae 
yours which we reccive from Heaven. They who are 
born with Eyes to make Conguefts, need avi joyn Art 
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ro Graces of Nature: And that would be a giving of sn 
unworthy Employment to the Spirit, to give it no other 
Work all our Life, buc fuch Occupation, It might like- 
wife be faid, thar if things were order’d as they fhouid, 
the Study of Learning would be rather permitted to 
Women than to Men; ror, becaufe they have the guiding 
of the Univerfe, fome being Kings, others Governours of 
Provinces, fome Sacrificers, others Magiftrates, and all 
in general Malters of their Families, and confequently 
taken up either with publick Affairs,or with their own 
in particular, they, doubriefs, muft have bur lircle time 
to beftow upon this kind of Study, but muft boriow 
from their Subjedts, their Friends, or from themfelves 3 
bur for us, our Leifure and Retirement give us all the 
Eafe that we could wifh, We take nothing from the 
Publick, nor from ourfelves; on the contrary, we enrich 
ourfelves without impoverilhing others; we iHuftrate 
our Country by making ourfelves famous 5 and withou: 
wronging any bozy, we acquire abundance of Glory, lr 
is buc very juit, methinks, fince we cuit Dominion to 
Men, chat at leaf they allaw usthe liverty of knowing 
all che things which ovr Spirit is capable of: The ce- 
fire of Righteoufnefs th-uld not be forbidden us; ard 
confequently it can be no Crime to practife ir. ‘Tie 
Gods have made no unprofirable ching in all Nature: E- 
very thing follows the orcer that was given ic3 the Sus 
entightens and warms the Univerfe ; che Earth gives us 
Flowers and Fruizs every Year; the Sea gives us of all iss 
Riches; the Rivers water our Meadows ;the Wo 
lend us their Shades; and in fue, all things are ufet-i 
for publick Society : Wieretore then, if it be fo, fheeld 
it be defir’d chat we fh_u’d be tke only Rebels and ur- 
grareiul Creatures to the Gods? why, I fay, fhoutd it be 
defir’d, tha: our Spirits thould be either unworthily em- 
ploy’d, or ecernally unprofcable? Whar Improvement 
can thee be had by defpifing what is honeft ? Aud how 
can it agree with Rea{cn, that what is of itfelf laudabie, 
fhow’d become wicked and damnable when it is in cur 
-pofleffion ? Tiaey who have Slaves, caufethem to te 
anftructed for theiz owg Advasiage: And they whom 
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Wature or Cuftom have given us for Matters, would 
have us extinguifh in our Souls all thefe Lights which 
Heaven hath put there, that we might live in the thicke 
eft carknefs of Ignorance. If this be for obtaining our 
admiration the more cafily, they {hal} not come to their 
purpofe, pecaufe we do nor admire wnat we know nor 5 
but ifie be to render us more ful ict co them, that is 
not 2 generous Sentiment. If it be rue that they have 
any Empire over us, it is the makiry of their Governs 
ment the lefs glorious, [0 reign cver ftipid jgnoranc 
Creatures. ferhaps you will tele, that all Men are 
not fo rigid to us, and chat fome ccafent to Women’s 
imploying their Faculries in the knowle‘ge of good 
Learning, provided they meddle not wich defire of mae 
king Works themfeives ; but ler thofe who are of that 
Opinion yemember, thacif Mercuséus and Apoilo are 
ot their Sex, Minerva and the Mufes are of ours, Ner 
verthelefs, 1 profefs, that having received fo much trom. 
Hleaven a3 we have, we fhould not flightly engage our, 
felves in fuch things: As for examp.e, ir is no fhame, 
to make Verfe, but to make them ill; and if mine had; 
not had the good forcune ot picafing, I fhould never have, 
fhewn thera twice, However, this fhame is not pect 
Har to us, and whoever doth a.thing ill which he. vo~. 
Juotarily. undertakes, doubrlefs merizs to be blamed, of 
whatfoever Sex heis, A peiverfe Orator, 2 poor Phi- 
lofopher, and a forry Poet acquire no more Glory than 
a Woman, who with no good Grace acquits her telf of 
all thofe things ; and of wharfoever Sex any. one is, they:, 
merit Repro: wnen they do iil, and great Efteem when 
they do well : Bur to give fomething to the Cuftom andi 
Depravednefs of the Age, leave, Eryana, allthofe chore 
ny Sciences to them who love not to feek for Glory, but ; 
in difficult Paths, 
I will not lead you to places where you fhall fee no-. 
thirg agreeable; 1 wou'd-not have ye fpend your Life- 
in importunaze Enquiries after Secrets not to be found 
T woud not have ye unproficably imploy all your Facul- 
ties to know whither the Winds retire after they have 
made Shipwreck 5 and, ia fine, 1 wou’d not have aka 
ume 


202° Sappho to Eryana. 


fume the reft of your days in giving Judgment indiffe- 
rently on all things; I love your Repofe, Glory, and 
Beauty alikey I don’t with you fuch studies as make 
the Complexion yellow, the Eyes hollow, the Counte- 
nance ghafly, Wrinkles on the Forehead, and the Hu- 
mor melancholy: I won’d not have ye fhun Sociery, bat 
only tellaw me ro the Borders of Parnajus 5 tis thither, 
Erynnz, t wou'd condu& you ; tis there you fhill fur- 
pais me as foon as you arrive 3 “tis there you fhall ac- 
| quire Beauty which neither Time, Seafons, Old-age, nor 
leven Death ixfelf, can vob ye of ; and, in fine, ’tis there 
lyou fhall know perteétly, thar our Sex is capable of 
severy thing ic wou'd undertake, - 

Te may be you will tell me, that by my defiring to en- 
lgape you in Poefy, 1 don’t keep my Word to you, be- 
leaufe in the De(criptions which are given of them who 
imake Verfes, ic feems that Beauty can’t correfpond with 
‘the Grimaces which it caxfes in them ; bu: know, E- 
iyynnt, that this is but an Invention of Men, who wou'd 

ake us believe, that as we fee them who give Oracles 
rouvl’d by the Prefence of theGod that m:.kes em {peak, 
he fame way Pocfy, being divine, troubles them who 
ratice ir, But tho” that were fo, your Eyes fhall not 
e@ lefs bright ; for as foon as the Oracle is given, the 
rieft is reftor’d to his former Trangnility ; fo fhall 
{you no fooner quit the Pen than refume all your na- 
ive Sweetnefs, Moreover, I don’t think you clog your 
fect with Such doleful Idea’s as may produce Me- 










ancholy, You fhall be abfolure Miftrefs of the Subjeées 
A\you wou'd trear Of ; and of the many Beauties in Na~ 
ifure, you may chufe what pleafes moft your Inclination, 
ils, the defcription of a Wood, Fountain, &c, the Com- 
iplaincs of a Lover, or his Miltrefs ; the Elogy of fome 
Virtue will give you ample Subject to riake the Talents 
Ipparent Heaven hath endow’d you with: You were 
jjorn with fuch glorions Advantages, that you'd be in~ 
jraceful to the Giver, if you made nor good ufe of ’ein. 
Yerhaps you'll ask me, if ic be not fufficient for a fine 
Voman to have all the famous Pens of her '¥tme wrire 
erfes in her piaife, withour meddling wich her own 
in Picture 
t 
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PiGure herfelf: I fay, you may ask me, whether her 
Glory is not beter ettabiifli'd this way than the other: 
But J have this Anfwer, That whatever Elogies can be 
given you, «will be more glorious for you to have made 
Verfes tor all the Iluftrious of your time, if well done, 
than to have ’em made for you. Believe me, Evynna, 
sis much better to give Immortality, than receive it 5 
the Puet’s Fancy will be more aémir’d chan her Beanry 5 
and if from your own hand you icave Tokens of what 
you were, you'll fill live nonourabiy inine Memory of 
Pofterity : Thofe ot your time who have prais’d you, 
{hall shen pais tor true 3 but thofe who have nor, for 
falfe and euvious. Neverthelefs, I con’t pretend you 
fhowd dvaw your own Piaure, and relate all your rare 
Quaticics 5 20, I will not impere uch Karcfhips on ye, 
Pocfie hus divers Privileges, you need not ipeak your 
felf to make Potterizy know ye; do bur fpeak elegantly, 
you'll be futiGenuy known, Yes, Evyana, when you 
mieke no other ufe or your Pen than biaming the Vices 
ot the Age, your Praiie fhall not be forgot, 

Conficer alfe again, | cunjure you, now feeble and 
uncersain Repucatiui: is when founde:' cn Beauty alone ; 
for, in this very Age, we fiad the Glory of moft People 
citablilh’a purely cheo’ che Wiitings they have left be~ 
hind em, Let not, Erynaz, Time, Ola-age, or Death,’ 
rob you of any thing 5 tiiumph ever thefe Enemies in 
every thing that’s yond ; puc your felt in a pofture to 
fuftain che Glory or cur Sex by your Example; make ' 
our common Enemies own, ihat’tis as cafic for us ro 
conquer by the force of our Faculties, as the Beauty of 
our Eyes: Let your Discretion appear, by defpifing the 
Afperfions the Vulgar will coft on your Refoitition, the 
brave Effects of your Memory, aid the noble Tettimoe- 
ites cf your Judgimert, chat fo yuu alore may have the! 
Repuracion of having re-cfiabifl’d the Glory of the! 
Female Sex, Doa’t comtemn what I fay 3 but if, forj 
private reafons, you don’t think it proper to emb:ace 
my Advice, but will have all your Glory confit in your 
B.auty, you thall iament while alive the lofs of thar s 

you 
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you fhall be regarded as if you had never been, aud fhzil 
then find I had fufficienc Reafon to fay what 1 have for~ 
merly done in fome of my Vertes : 


* Your Looks, and all that charming Grace 
Of Rofe and Lilly in your Face; 

Your Heav’nly Orbs, fo clear and bright, 
Tho’ Emblems of Eternal Light, 
“Mutt alldecay, your Beauty wither 5 

Death makes you both forgot together :. 

But LEARNING will your. Fame extend 
O’er Death’and-Hell in yourlaft Ends 





CoNSEQUENCE, 


It can’t be fatd this Exhortation bad no Effet, if 
Things be taken as they ought ; fortis apparent, that 
fhe to whom it reas given let her felf be carried where 

“tna defir'd, becaufe aGreek Epigram hath told 1, 
“That as faras Sappho excel’d Evynna in Lyric Poelie, 
“$9 ‘much Evynna excel’d Sappho in Hexameter Verte, 
* But af any differ from the literal fence to come nearer 
“my Intentions, [fhall be very happy, efpectally if I can 
‘but perfrrade our Ladies to what this fair Lesbian per- 

Seaded her Frzend ; and more fo, cowd I ieee the 
| World this beautiful Sex is worthy our Adoration ; 
| that thereby Temples and Altars might be one day 
j confecrated to them, as I now confecrate THIS 
| FRIUMPHANT ARCH, which I have erected 
j to their Glory, : 


FINIS. 
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